
County OKs funding for Palacios Library

Matagorda County Commis-
sioners approved a contract 
between the county and Pala-
cios Library, Inc. to assume 
the function of  a county-free 
library and furnish library ser-
vices to residents.

The decision was made 

during Monday’s regular meet-
ing of  commissioner’s court.

The contract will go into 
effect Jan. 1, 2020 and run 
through Dec. 31, 2021. 
Through this agreement, the 
county agrees to make quar-
terly installments to the library 
that may only be used for li-
brary operating expenses and 

not for any capital expendi-
tures or expenditures for li-
brary media.

“This is an annual contract 
that went through the budget 
process and was approved,” 
said Matagorda County Judge 
Pro-Tem Kent Pollard. 

Also, the county agrees to 
exercise no claim to any per-

sonal or real property acquired 
by the library during the term 
of  this agreement. 

The Palacios Library is lo-
cated at 326 Main Street in 
Palacios.

Commissioners also ap-
proved Matagorda County 
Justice of  the Peace Precinct 
1 Justin Sanders request to 

purchase three Acer 24” mon-
itors from Southern Computer 
Warehouse in the amount of  
$436.52. This purchase will be 
paid out of  the Justice of  the 
Peace Technology Fund 19-
533300-460.

See COUNTY Page 7A
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The Angel Tree

There is a Democrat in 
the race for the District 
25 Texas House seat.

Patrick Henry, of  An-
gleton, has filed to be 
placed on the primary 
ballot for the district. 

“I look forward to 
serving Matagorda 
County, you are not for-
gotten,” Henry said. 

Henry believes that 
Brazoria and Matagorda 
County residents deserve 

a choice and a voice. 
“House District 25 has 

been controlled by the 
Republican machine for 
too long,” Henry said. “I 
will work to improve the 
life of  all Texans. Let’s 
put this retired teacher 
back to work in Austin.”

Henry is a former 
public servant who has 
lived in West Columbia, 
Clute and Angleton and 
is a retired public-school 

See HENRY Page 7A

Henry enters 
District 25 race 
as Democrat 

By JIMMY GALVAN
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A Bay City woman is 
very thankful to be alive 
after the car she was in 
caught on fire while she 
was driving it.

Shaudis Eaton, 24, 
was driving to work on 
FM 2668 around 5 p.m. 
Wednesday, Nov. 27, 
when something started 
going wrong with the 
2014 Kia Soul she was 
driving.

“I started smelling gas 

in my car and it started 
locking up. When I was 
driving people started 
giving me signals that 
something was wrong,” 
Eaton said.

Eaton said she couldn’t 
do anything with the car.

“Everything started 
locking up. I couldn’t 
put it in park. I couldn’t 
slow down. I had the 
window down and saw 
that the grass was lit up 

See FIRE Page 7A

Bay City woman 
survives fire in 
2014 Kia Soul

By ANTHONY MAENZA
anthony.maenza@baycitytribune.com

The holiday season can 
be difficult for some, es-
pecially those who lost 
someone because of  a vi-
olent crime.

With that in mind, the 
Bay City Police Depart-
ment gave area residents 
who lost someone a 
chance to remember their 
loved ones by placing 
their name on the Tree of  
Angels.

The department ded-
icated the tree during a 
ceremony in the lobby of  
the police department on 
Monday. 

This is the first year Bay 
City Police have had a tree 
to remember those vic-
tims. 

“There are so many 
other places that do the 
Tree of  Angels to honor 
the victims. This year I 

By ANTHONY MAENZA
anthony.maenza@baycitytribune.com

Bay City PD dedicates tree to 
honor those taken during year

See TREE Page 7A
Bay City Police Chief Robert Lister puts an angel 

atop the Tree of Angels Monday in the lobby of the 

police department. The Tree of Angels is the de-

partment’s way of allowing community members 

who lost a loved one to violent crime to remember 

them during the Christmas season. Bay City Police 

Department Support Services Commander Lt. Irene 

Kjergaard, right, places an angel ornament on the 

Tree of Angels during a ceremony in the lobby of the 

police department Monday. Looking on is Bay City 

Police chaplain Sandy Guerrero.

It’s beginning to look a lot like...

Pictured left, Matagorda Harbor opened its doors to more than 500 vehicles 

loaded with family and friends to usher in the Christmas season with the Matago-

rda Chamber’s Annual Lighted Boat Parade and Chili Cook Off. Above, Adequate 

weather conditions provided a great evening for the Sargent Lighted Boat Pa-

rade. Traditionally held the Saturday after Thanksgiving, this year the event was 

held Nov. 30. and started at the mouth of the Intracoastal Waterway traveling 

along a six-mile stretch of Caney Creek. See stories Page 7A.
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