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Cook-off NormalCy

The body of  a miss-

ing 24-year-old man was 
found less than a mile 
from where he had been 
ejected from his boat. 
The body was found 
Monday at 6 p.m.

The missing boater 
has been identified as Ja-

cob Langley, 24. 
According to incident 

reports, Langley went 
missing when he and 
four others were out on 
a 30-foot fishing boat 

at 2 a.m. Saturday, April 

See BOATER Page 2A

Body of  
missing 

boater found
By JIMMY GALVAN

jimmy.galvan@baycitytribune.com

Scott Hardwick has ac-

cepted the position of  
executive director for 
the Matagorda County 
Economic Development 
Corporation.

During the April 30 
meeting of  the Matago-

rda County Economic 
Development Corpora-

tion, interim director Jes-

sica Russell said an offer 
had been extended to 
one candidate.

“He wanted to show 
the area to his wife,” 
Russell said. 

Matagorda County 
Judge Nate McDonald 
and president of  the 
MCEDC, said he was im-

pressed with Hardwick 
when he had a chance to 

meet with him.
“I had the opportuni-

ty to visit with him for 
an hour and gave him a 
good lay of  the land. He 
asked a lot of  good prob-

ing questions and that is 
what a good teammate 
does. We are on the map 
and a good target for fu-

ture economic develop-

ment. I think he will be a 
good match for us.”

Hardwick is an eco-

nomic development pro-

fessional with 23 years 
of  experience in both the 
public and private sector.  

Prior to joining the 
Matagorda and Palacios 
EDC’s, Hardwick led 
the Economic Develop-

ment efforts for the city 
of  San Marcos. Joining 
the city of  San Marcos’s 
Economic Development 

Department in 2019 as 
part of  the city manager’s 
office, Hardwick focused 
on the key areas of  busi-
ness attraction, business 
retention and expansion, 
downtown redevelop-

ment, small business and 
entrepreneurship, and 
workforce development.   

See HARWICK Page 3A

By JIMMY GALVAN
jimmy.galvan@baycitytribune.com

Hardwick chosen to lead economic development

Jacob Langley

Scott Hardwick

Matagorda County 
Commissioners voted 
not to extend the coun-

ty’s temporary coronavi-
rus leave policy another 
month during their reg-

ular meeting Monday 

morning.
Commissioners have 

considered extension of  
the policy each month 
since the beginning of  
the year after the feder-
al mandate on extended 
leave expired in Decem-

See COUNTY Page 3A

County cancels 

COVID leave 

policy for now
By ANTHONY MAENZA

anthony.maenza@baycitytribune.
com

fire Claims restauraNt

All four propositions 
that were part of  Pala-

cios ISD’s $125 million 
bond issue passed as 
voters went to the polls 
Saturday for the May 1 
local elections.

“We are very pleased 
that our community vot-
ed in favor of  all four 
bond propositions and 
decided to make an in-

vestment on our stu-

dents and our district,” 
Palacios ISD Superin-

tendent Bill Chapman 
said. “I know that this 
bond will have far reach-

ing and long-lasting ef-
fects on our students as 
well as Palacios ISD as 

a whole.  It is great to 
live in a place that cares 
about their future.”

Chapman said now 
that the bond has 
passed, the district will 
be working on a more 
detailed timeline in the 
next few weeks on when 
certain aspects of  those 
construction projects 
will begin.

The next big steps for 
the district, Chapman 
said, will be to interview 
and selection a program 
management firm to 
work with the district 
during the construction 
process and to begin the 
building design process 

See VOTERS Page 3A

Palacios bond 
issues gain 

voters’ approval
By ANTHONY MAENZA

anthony.maenza@baycitytribune.
com

For the first time in more than a year, a bit of normal-
cy returned as judging was held for the annual BBQ 
Cookoff at the Matagorda County fairgrounds. From 
the judges tables to the trophies, the county took 
another step away from the COVID pandemic. (Anna 
Hernandez photos)

As the Matagorda Volunteer Fire Department responded to the scene, the Snappers Bar & Grill in Matago-

rda was fully engulfed in flames. The structure was fully engulfed when our first engine arrived and the 
building was a total loss (Contributed photo)
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