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Treasurer Anne 
Thompson and 

president Cheryl 
Stahle of For the Love 

of Animals received 
a check for $5,000 
from the Carmage 

and Martha Ann Walls 
Foundation. Below, the 

Matagorda Regional 
Medical Center 

Foundation received 
a $5,000 donation as 

well. Pictured receiving 
the check are, from left, 

Matagorda Regional 
Medical Center Chief 

Business Development 
Officer Aaron Fox, 

Matagorda Regional 
Medical Center CEO 

Warren Robicheaux and 
Matagorda Regional 

Medical Center 
Foundation Executive 

Director Tiffany Foltyn. 
(Anthony Maenza 

photos)

With the July 4 week-
end approaching, county 
officials are well aware 
that Matagorda County 
beaches are expected to 
be full of  visitors and 
locals and are urging all 
that visit the beaches to 

practice social distanc-
ing as much as possible 
during this pandemic.

“Even with a spike in 
positive virus cases, we 
are still expecting large 
crowds at our beaches. 
The beaches will remain 
open,” said Matagorda 
County Commissioner 

Kent Pollard. “We are 
hopeful that people take 
care and follow the sug-
gestive rules and regula-
tions to social distance. 
We want everybody to 
enjoy themselves and 
stay safe. The Matagorda 

By JIMMY GALVAN
jimmy.galvan@baycitytribune.com

See BEACHES Page 7A

Beaches to remain 
open during pandemic

Palacios Lions 
cancel events at 
annual event

Respecting FReedom and...

Staff Reports

Counting this week-
end’s totals, Matagorda 
County posted 38 new 
positive COVID-19 cas-
es.

The total number of  
recovered cases stands 
at 61 and now eight pa-
tients are seeking treat-

ment from COVID-19 in 
the Matagorda Regional 
Medical Center. 

The Palacios Com-
munity Medical Cen-
ter reports 40 negative 
and eleven (11) pending 
Covid-19 cases.

Matagorda County 
currently has 198 pos-

itive cases, of  which 61 
are recovered. Matago-
rda County’s number of  
active cases is now 132. 
The positive cases con-
tinue to be located in 
the communities of  Bay 

County posts 38 new 
cases over weekend

See INCREASE Page 7A

Lending aid to ouR community

The Bay City Tribune di-
rected $5,000 this week to 
For the Love of  Animals, 
to help that organization 
rescue animals during the 
COVID-19 pandemic and 
beyond. Another $5,000 
went to Matagorda Re-
gional Medical Center 
Foundation to help sup-
port MRMC in delivering 
quality and compassionate 
healthcare to the commu-
nity .

The gift came via the 
Carmage and Martha 
Ann Walls Foundation, 

which allows publishers 
at all Southern Newspa-
pers Inc.-owned papers to 
choose a local non-profits 
to receive funds each year.

Carmage Walls found-
ed Southern Newspa-
pers, which now owns 12 
community newspapers 
in Texas and Oklahoma. 
Martha Ann Walls served 
as president of  the com-
pany for most of  its his-
tory. Their daughter, Lissa 
Walls, now owns the com-
pany, and her parents’ leg-
acy of  community giving 

See DONATE Page 3A

Staff Reports

Tribune, Walls 
Foundation donate 
to area non-profits

Palacios Mayor Glen 
Smith announced Mon-
day that “in an abun-
dance of  caution and 
in consultation with 
the city of  Palacios, the 
Palacios Lions’ Club 
has cancelled the major 
components of  its 4th 
of  July Celebration.

Those components 
are bingo, the serving 

of  BBQ, vendor booths, 
games and the scheduled 
carnival.

Smith said the only 
component that will be 
allowed to take place as 
scheduled will be the 
annual fireworks display 
schedule for 9:30 p.m. 
Saturday, July 4 from the 
East Bay Pier.

See LIONS Page 6A

Staff Reports

Bay City Chamber to host Zoom 
meeting for area businesses plans

The Bay City Chamber 
of  Commerce and Agri-
culture is partnering with 
the Matagorda County 

Economic Development 
Corporation and the Bay 
City Community Devel-
opment Corporation in 
leading the discussions 
with area businesses to 

assist in your business 
continuity plan . 

With 109 positive 
COVID-19 cases, busi-
nesses are uncertain 
about the economic cli-

mate at this time.
In keeping with that, 

a Zoom meeting is 
planned for Thursday, 

See CHAMBER Page 6A

Staff Reports

Due to higher inci-
dents of  COVID-19 cases, 
the city of  Bay City and 
Matagorda County have 
announced changes to its 
operating schedules.

The city of  Bay City will 
close all of  its city facilities 
through July 13.

This includes the public 
works, city hall, municipal 
court while the Bay City 
Public Library will be offer-
ing curbside service. 

City facilities are expected 
to reopen July 13 at 8 a.m.
Call 979-429-0886 with any 
questions.

Alll Matagorda County 
employees, contractors and 
visitors to county owned 
or occupied facilities must 

wear a face covering ap-
proved by the CDC when 
they are within 6 feet of  an-
other human being. 

Also, no persons will be 
allowed into a county build-
ing who have Covid-19 
symptoms or a fever. 

Staff Reports

Bay City, county announce COVID-19 changes
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