
Make ‘waves’ by cleaning up Matagorda Beach
By JULIA LANDRY

julia.landry@baycitytribune.com

On Saturday, Sept. 21 the 

bi-annual Adopt-A-Beach 

cleanup will be taking place 

at Matagorda Beach. Regis-

tration begins at 8:15 a.m. at 

Jetty Park with an orienta-

tion starting at 9 a.m.

The Texas General Land 

Office (GLO) started the 
Adopt-a-Beach program 

33 years ago to combat the 

thousands of  pounds of  

trash that wash up on Tex-

as’ shores. This entire event 

is made up of  volunteers 

who give up a few hours a 

day twice a year to make the 

beaches a cleaner and saf-

er place not just for them-

selves but for the future 

generations. 

Peggy Stanley has been 

in charge of  the Matagorda 

Beach cleanup that takes 

place in both April and Sep-

tember for the past 14 years. 

“We encourage every-

one of  all ages to join us. 

We clean the beach rain or 

shine”, Stanley said. 

At registration, volun-

teers will be given vinyl 

gloves and trash bags for 

the event. 

When asked if  volunteers 

have ever found anything 

strange while cleaning up 

the beach, Stanley said, 

“Over the years there been 

some unusual items picked 

up, such as a message in a 

bottle, computers, and oth-

er household items.” 

Once the cleanup is over, 

volunteers will be given a 

free lunch that is sponsored 

by the LCRA. 

Water, ice, and soft drinks 

will be provided by Stan-

ley’s Market, the gloves and 

trash bags will be provided 

by GLO, and the trash bags 

for recycled items will be 

provided by Tenaris. 

For questions, contact 

Peggy Stanley at 979-216-

6016. 

Rock the Block

Celeste Cash and Michelle Tompkins of Bay City Flo-

ral showing off some homecoming mums they made 

during August’s Rock the Block: Walk Around the Block 

for Health that took place Aug. 12. (Julia Landry photo)

Funding for Sargent beach project hangs in balance
By JIMMY GALVAN

jimmy.galvan@baycitytribune.com

Matagorda County Judge 
Nate McDonald spoke with 
state officials Monday, Sept. 
9 in Galveston seeking to 
gain funding for a project 
through a multi-billion dol-

lar trust established because 
of  the Deepwater Horizon 
oil spill.

More than $360 million 
is to be divided among five 
Gulf  Coast states for envi-
ronment restoration efforts 
and McDonald is seeking 
funding for a project in Sar-

gent.
McDonald spoke out for 

funding to build a breakwa-
ter at Sargent Beach along 
with a beach nourishment 
project. McDonald said that 
the Sargent Beach coastline 
is the most eroded coastline 
in Texas and needs attention 

quickly.
“We all remember Sar-

gent Beach when we were 
younger,” McDonald 
said during the state of  
the county address at the 
Matagorda County Cham-
ber and Agriculture meeting 
Thursday. “You could find 

the best surf  on the beach 
in Matagorda County out 
there. But there is no more 
beach there anymore.”

McDonald urged the 
chamber membership as 
well as the residents of  
the county to reach out to 
TCEQ Executive Director 

Toby Baker and urge for 
support of  the project.

McDonald said the Sar-
gent coastline is an extreme 
high-risk area with extensive 
erosion and loss of  critical 
habitat. 

Council declines 
Manning’s 

appointment to 
housing authority

By JIMMY GALVAN
jimmy.galvan@baycitytribune.com

Bay City Council declined 
the reappointment of  Dany-
al Manning to the Bay City 
Housing Authority during 
the Thursday, Sept. 12 coun-
cil meeting.

Manning’s reappointment 
to the BCHA was being 
sought after her term had 
finished this month.

“We would like to thank 
Danyal Manning for her ser-
vice as provided as a com-
missioner on the housing 
authority board,” said Bay 
City Mayor Robert Nelson. 
“We have a new adminis-

tration here and we would 
like to go in a new direction. 
We appreciate everything 
she has done but we are not 
going to re-certify her at this 
time.”

Council also took no ac-
tion on the reappointments 
of  Ronnie Reeves and Vida-
la Rodas-Leal to the board as 
commissioners at this time. 
Reeves’ term is not up until 
October and Rodas-Leal in 
March of  2020.

Council did accept the 
appointment of  Thomas 
Battle as a resident commis-
sioner to the BCHA.

County enacts burn ban
By JIMMY GALVAN

jimmy.galvan@baycitytribune.com

Matagorda County 
Emergency Management 
Coordinator Amanda Cam-
pos has called for a immedi-
ate burn ban for the county 
due to the Keetch-Byram 
Drought Index (KBDI) lev-
els exceeding 500.

Campos said her office 
will continue to monitor the 

KBDI levels and the burn 
ban will stay in effect until 
further notice.

The KBDI attempts to 
measure the amount of  
precipitation necessary to 
return the soil to full field 
capacity. It is a closed system 
ranging from 0 to 800 units 
and represents a moisture 
regime from 0 to 8 inches 

In honor of 9/11 Helping Hand 4H 

put together goodie bags for the 

First Responders of Bay City, they 

wanted to show they greatly ap-

preciate all they do for Bay City 

and Matagorda County.  Pictured 

are Sheriff’s Department, Bay 

City Police Department, Matago-

rda Regional Hospital and Bay 

City ISD Police. Bags were also 

delivered to the Fire Department, 

EMS and the City of Bay City of-

fice. (Contributed photos)
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