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Open fOr Business

Matagorda County Commis-

sioners voted unanimously to 
allow county bars to reopen 
Wednesday, Oct. 14 after Tex-

as Governor Greg Abbott an-

nounced Oct. 7 that county 
judges have the authority to 
reopen the closed establish-

ments due to COVID-19.
“We have just 10 active cases 

in Matagorda County and the 
citizens of  Matagorda County 
are doing a good job of  pro-

tecting their neighbors, fami-
lies and friends and I don’t see 
any reason why we shouldn’t 
reopen the bars and let them 
resume their business,” said 
Matagorda County Judge Nate 

McDonald. “But we have to 
follow the rules as set forth by 
the state and the rules are that 
TABC staff  will make sure all 
bars in the state are following 
state protocols. If  we have 
bar owners that do the right 
thing and protect their staff  
and general public then we can 
reopen but if  we don’t follow 
the rules, then the TABC will 

probably come down and shut 
you down.

“I just hope and pray that 
our bar owners will be good 
citizens and exercise good 
common sense,” McDonald 
said. “We all want the same 
thing. We all want our busi-
nesses open. Without our 
businesses open, we don’t have 
people employed and we are 

not helping our tax base. We 
have to get our entire economy 
running again. I have faith that 
our bar owners will exercise 
that good common sense and 
help us all get back to sense of  
normalcy.”

Effective Oct. 14, bars in 

See BARS Page 3A

By JIMMY GALVAN
jimmy.galvan@baycitytribune.com

County gives green light for bars to reopen

Bay City rOyalty

Davieyon Curtis and Christina Davalos were named Bay City High School’s 

Homecoming King and Queen during ceremonies at halftime of the Blackcats’ 

football game with Brazosport last Friday night. First runners up were Eric Gran-

jeno and Josie Martin. Second runners up were Pedro Vargas and Precious 

Aviles. Third runners up were Avery Smith and Katelynn Flores and Fourth run-

ners up were Ray Bibbins and Kelis Plummer-Johnson. (Anthony Maenza photo)

MatagOrda day

During the 
COVID-19 pandemic, 
virtual learning became 
a way of  life for many 
students.

While it was a way to 
give students a chance 
to learn outside of  
a close quarters of  a 
classroom educators 
found it wasn’t the best 
way to educate. Face to 
face was.

Starting Oct. 19, all 
students in Tidehaven 
ISD will be back in the 
classroom.

The Tidehaven ISD 
Board of  Trustees voted 
unanimously during 
their regular meeting 
Monday night to have all 
students return to their 

respective campuses.
Administrators at all 

the district’s campuses 
will be making contact 
with those students who 
are learning virtually to 
arrange to have them 
come back to campus.

Tidehaven ISD 
Superintendent Andrew 
Seigrist told the board 
that when the school 
year started, 30 percent 
of  the district’s students 
were online learners. As 
of  Oct. 9, those numbers 
have dwindled to 11 
percent of  the district’s 
student population.

“When Edna (ISD) 
first came out with their 
letter that they were 
returning to face-to-face 

Tidehaven ISD
phases out 
virtual school

By ANTHONY MAENZA
anthony.maenza@baycitytribune.com

See TIDEHAVEN Page 3A

Matagorda County 
suffered a great loss this 
weekend with the death 
of  noted historian Ona 
Lee Pierce.

“I love history and I 
want to make sure this 
is taken care of,” Pierce 
said in an interview in 

2018. “I just love history 
— it’s interesting to find 
out what our ancestors 
did and I have heard so 
many great stories of  
how people got to this 
area.”

Pierce had long 
been a member of  the 
Matagorda County 
Historical Society and 

was a driving force for 
the group for many 
years.

“She is going to 
be awfully missed in 
Matagorda County,” said 
Matagorda County Judge 
Nate McDonald. “She 

Pierce’s death leaves 
county with ‘big void’

See PIERCE Page 2A

By JIMMY GALVAN
jimmy.galvan@baycitytribune.com

Early voting for the 
upcoming 2020 General 
Election kicked off  Oct. 
13 and runs through Oct. 
30 in Matagorda County.

“We are staffed up 
with more machines 
than we normally have in 
place,” said Matagorda 

County Clerk Stephanie 
Wurtz. “We are prepared 
to serve a lot of  voters at 
one time.”

Early voting will take 
place on weekdays only 
and run from 8 a.m. to 
5 p.m. and on Thursdays 
from 7 a.m. to 7 p.m.

Early voting locations 
include the Bay City 

Service Center, 2105 
Avenue M and in Palacios 
at the Navigation 
District No. 1, located 
at 1602 Main Street in 
Palacios.

Local contested 
elections include:

For the city of  Bay City 

Early voting kicked off  
as large turnout expected

See ELECTION Page 5A

By JIMMY GALVAN
jimmy.galvan@baycitytribune.com

Matagorda Day was 

held Saturday, Oct. 10 

to raise funds for the 

Matagorda Volunteer 

Fire Department. A pa-

rade, vender booths, 

raffle, live auction and 
drive through fajita 

meal was served. 

(Anna Hernandez 

photos)
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