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Byrd found not guilty in sexual assault case

“God delivered this 
verdict,” said attor-
ney Robert Rice after a 
Matagorda County jury 
found a Bay City man 
not guilty of  continuous 
sexual assault of  child 
charges.

Jurors deliberated only 
36 minutes before re-

turning with a not guilty 
verdict in the case of  
Christopher Ryan Byrd, 
who had been accused of  
sexual molesting his son 
from 2006-2012.

“Hopefully now peo-

ple can stop bashing my 

wife’s business,” said 
Byrd following the ver-
dict. “They can all see 
that I’m not guilty of  
anything.”

The accuser claimed 
Byrd had molested him 
from 2006 through 2012, 
but the defense claimed 
the now 17-year-old man 

as a man who made up 
the claims in order to get 
back at Byrd. Byrd was 
facing a sentence of  25 
years to life in prison if  
convicted and had turned 
down a plea deal for 25 
years in prison.

Robert Rice, co-de-

fense attorney for Byrd 

in the trial, admitted he 
was “scared to death” 
when the case was hand-

ed to the jury to decide 
Byrd’s fate.

“It is too easy to file a 
sex abuse charge on any-

one,” Rice said. “This 
man was facing 99 years 
in prison so this was re-

ally scary. It takes a lot 
of  courage to face a 99 
year sentence and (Byrd) 
showed a lot of  courage 
to take this to trial.”

Byrd maintained his in-

nocence throughout the 

See BYRD Page 8A

By JIMMY GALVAN
jimmy.galvan@baycitytribune.com

Case closed

Sanders reaches compromise 
with state over tampering charge

Saying it was a 
“learning experience,” 
Matagorda County Jus-

tice of  the Peace Pre-

cinct 1 Jason Sanders 
pled no contest and re-

ceived deferred adjudi-
cation probation for his 
Feb. 26 charge of  tam-

pering with a govern-

ment record.
Sanders and his attor-

ney Rick Davis received 
the compromise with 
the state’s attorney prior 

to Monday’s trial date in 
the 23rd District Court.

“This has been a 
learning experience and 
I promise I will be more 
diligent in the handling 
of  records in the future 
and I know now that 
this unfortunate experi-
ence will make me a bet-
ter Justice of  the Peace,” 
Sanders said during a 
press conference Mon-

day on the Matagorda 

By JIMMY GALVAN
jimmy.galvan@baycitytribune.com

See SANDERS Page 8ßA

Matagorda County Justice of the Peace Precinct 1 Jason Sanders receives a hug following his press con-

ference announcing the closure of his case. Sanders and his attorney reached a compromise with the state 

over his tampering with a government record charge. (Jimmy Galvan photos) 

Matagorda and Bay City fire departments respond-

ed to a fire in Matagorda Sunday, Nov. 17. The fire 
was caused by an ATV gas tank exploding in front of 
the home. (Karen Restivo photo) 

Van Vleck ISD re-

ceived a lot of  interest 
from companies wanting 
to buy their school build-

ing bonds and in return 
got a low interest rate 
for repayment of  those 
bonds.

During the regular 
meeting of  the district’s 
board of  trustees Mon-

day, Lewis Wilks of  U.S. 
Capital Advisors told the 
board that seven compa-

nies put in bids on earlier 
that day for $29 million 

of  the $88.2 million in 
bonds approved by vot-
ers in 2017. 

Bank of  America Mer-
rill Lynch had the lowest 
bid among the seven. 
The company offered 
an interest of  2.658034 
percent on repayment on 
that $29 million. Wilks 
told the board that the 
money from the sale of  
those bonds would be 
available to the district 
by Dec. 17.

This was the third sale 
of  the bonds the district 

By ANTHONY MAENZA
anthony.maenza@baycitytribune.

com

See BONDS Page 8A

Van Vleck gains 
interest for 
school bonds

The Matagorda Fire 
Department was dis-

patched at 12:50 p.m. 
on Sunday, Nov. 17 to a 
house fire located in the 
Bay Harbour subdivision 
at 73 Alfa Slip Road.  

Matagorda Fire Chief  
Clay Bishop was travel-
ing over the top of  the 
bridge heading to the fire 

station when he saw the 
second and third story 
of  the house engulfed in 
flames. 

“Once I saw the inten-

sity of  the house fire, I 
called for backup from 
the Bay City Fire De-

partment.  It took ap-

proximately one hour to 
get the fire under control 
with our firefighters on 

By KAREN RESTIVO
Tribune Correspondent

See FIRE Page 8A

ATV explosion causes 
fire damage to house

After successfully es-
tablishing a network of  
counselors providing 

services throughout the 
Brazoria County and 
Pearland area, BC Coun-

seling has now set up 
a new location within 
Matagorda County. 

BC Counseling is a 
nonprofit group making 
counseling services avail-
able to individuals of  all 
ages by Licensed Mental 
Health Counselors and 

now taking appointments 
at the Stanley Profes-

sional building located at 
1400 Eighth Street.

By JONNIE MONTALBO
anthony.maenza@baycitytribune.

com

See HEALTH Page 8A

Bay City Counseling Center offers 
mental health services to community 

BC Counseling is now offering 

convenient morning, afternoon, 
evening and Saturday appoint-

ments at their new location 

within the Stanley Professional 

Building in Bay City. Chief Ex-

ecutive Officer Delma Garza, 
LPC, LCDC, holds a Masters 
in Counseling Psychology from 

Our Lady of The Lake Univer-
sity. Garza, is pictured at LPC, 
LCDC speaking at the 2019 
Unmasking the Stigma Annual 
Gala event. (Jonnie Montalbo 

photo) 
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