
MATAGORDA COUNTY’S LEADING INFORMATION SOURCE SINCE 1845

Vol. 176 No. 075                                Sunday, September 19, 2021                                                              $1 

Classified  .  . 6B

Lifestyle  .  .  . 4B

Obituaries  . 2A 

Opinion  .  .  . 4A

Puzzle  .  .  .  . 5B

Sports  .  .  .  .  .1B

WHAT’SINSIDE
TUESDAY

87/69

60%

MONDAY
88/74

30%

3DAYOUTLOOK
SUNDAY

86/72

50%

OBITUARIES/2A
• Carol Branton

• Mary Love

• Wilheim Moye

• Gabriel Perez

DIRECT HIT
County begins recovery after Nicholas’ visit

Hurricane Nicholas may 
have left a path of  destruction 
through Matagorda County, 
but Nate McDonald said the 
county came through it “very 
well” when the storm had 
cleared the area.

“The county, overall, fared 
very well from a damage 

standpoint.  However, we do 
have a lot of  structural and 
roof  damage in Sargent and 
Matagorda,” said Matagorda 
County Judge Nate McDonald.

On Tuesday, Sept. 14 Tropi-
cal Storm Nicholas slowly be-

gan its collision course with 
Matagorda County. By the 
time Tuesday evening came 
around, Hurricane Nicholas 
had formed in the Gulf  and 

headed straight for Matagorda 
Bay and the Sargent area. 

Rainfall associated from the 
storm that moved in from the 
Gulf  of  Mexico was expect-
ed to bring 6-10” of  rain to 
the area. High rainfall rates 
of  2-3” per hour were possi-
ble and led to street and small 
stream flooding. 

McDonald had placed the 
Matagorda County Emergency 

Operation Center on standby 
and throughout the storm as 
the EOC monitored both the 
weather forecast and river con-

ditions.
The Matagorda County 

Commissioners reported that 
all employees were in the field 
or on stand-by with the neces-

sary equipment, including high 
water vehicles.

All Matagorda County Vol-

unteer fire departments have 
high water vehicles and were 
ready to respond if  needed. 

“We also had teams ready 
from the Texas Department 
of  Parks and Wildlife,” Mc-

Donald said. 
Matagorda County Sheriff  

Skipper Osborne had all dep-
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County extends COVID 

disaster declaration to Oct. 11

Matagorda County Com-

missioners heard discussion 
and made a number of  de-

cisions during their regular 
meeting Monday.

Commissioners once again 
extended the Matagorda 
County Declaration of  Disas-

ter pertaining to COVID-19 
from Sept. 13 to Oct. 11. 
Commissioners have done 
this every month since the 
COVID-19 pandemic came 
to light. The county extends 
the disaster declaration each 

month to be in line for 
federal funds that become 
available to help with the 

COVID expenditures.
“I wish it were that easy to 

end this disaster,” Matagorda 
County Judge Nate McDon-

ald said. “Unfortunately, it’s 
not. We’ve extended this mul-
tiple times over the last year 
and a half  plus. It appears we 
will have to extend it once 
more. I’m that eternal opti-
mist that believes God is go-

ing to spare us at some point 
and move this off  the list of  
things to do every month 

and move it back into the far 
reaches of  history.”

Mitch Thames, president 
and CEO of  the Bay City 
Chamber of  Commerce and 
Agriculture, talked to com-

missioners about Bold Fox 
Development and its plans to 
build 180 to 200 homes on a 
50-acres lot across from Te-

naris on Highway 35.
Thames said soon some 

discussions will have to be 
had with commissioners 
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New steel mill in 
PA. will provide bars 
for Bay City plant 

Tenaris marked the reopening 
of  its manufacturing facilities in 
Koppel and Ambridge, Penn-

sylvania, with a ceremony at its 
Koppel melt shop – Tenaris’s  
first steel mill in the US. 

Tenaris US President Luca 
Zanotti was joined by US Con-

gressman Conor Lamb (PA-17); 
State Senator Elder Vogel; State 
Representative Aaron Berns-

tine; State Representative Jim 

Marshall; Beaver County Chair-
man Daniel Camp; Borough of  
Koppel Acting Mayor Athena 
Pangikas-Miller; Borough of  
Ambridge Mayor David Drewn-

owski; amongst other commu-

nity stakeholders and employ-

ees for the outdoor ceremony, 
held with COVID protocols in 
place. 

Lamb, who represents the 
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See TENARIS Page 3A

Chunks of new asphalt coming off the new FM 457 bridge were washed away by the storm surge from Hurri-

cane Nicholas, which came onshore at Sargent early Tuesday morning. Storm surge from Hurricane Nicholas 

created a Gulf view through this garage on Canal Boulevard in Sargent. (Anthony Maenza  and Anna Hernan-

dez photos)
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