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• Robert Smith Sr.

Disaster issues

Debris pickup: ‘We still have more to go’
Matagorda County Com-

missioners extended decla-

rations of  disaster for Hurri-
cane Nicholas and COVID-19 
during their regular meeting 
Monday.

Both extensions will run 

through Nov. 8 as the county 
looks to get any outside fund-

ing that becomes available for 
both disasters.

As far as clearing debris from 
Hurricane Nicholas, Precinct 
2 Commissioner Kent Pollard 
said that 8,200 cubic yards of  
debris have been taken to the 
Matagorda burn site for dis-

posal while in Sargent, 7,200 
cubic yards of  debris was 
cleared off  of  one road and 
taken to the burn site there. 

“Unfortunately, we have 
more to go,” Pollard said. “It’s 
quite expensive to rid our-
selves of  that debris.”

The county has contracted 
with a company to clear the 

debris from Nicholas in those 
two areas. County Judge Nate 
McDonald said that the decla-

ration will be in place in case 
the state allocates funds to 
help with clean up from the 
storm.

The extension of  the 
COVID-19 declaration is a 
continuation of  the declara-

tion put in place shortly after 
the COVID-19.

“Although our hospital-
ization numbers continue to 
decline and our infected con-

stituents continue to decline, 
we’re still in the midst of, if  
not in the grip of, COVID-19 

By ANTHONY MAENZA
anthony.maenza@baycitytribune.com

See COUNTY Page 3A

Honoring DelgaDo TISD OKs 

abatement 

applications

Applications for tax 
abatements took up 
much of  the discussion 
Monday at a meeting of  
Tidehaven ISD’s Board 
of  Trustees.

The board approved 
an application for a tax 
abatement from HIF 
USA, LLC, which look-

ing to develop a facility 
to produce carbon-neu-

tral alternative fuels. The 

company is looking for a 
place to build a full-scale 
facility with Matagorda 
County being one of  the 
finalists. It currently has 
a pilot facility in Chile.

Doug Heinz, with HIF 
USA, told the board that 
right now, 10 percent of  
the where the company 
plans to build the facility 
would be in Tidehaven 

By ANTHONY MAENZA
anthony.maenza@baycitytribune.com

See TISD Page 3A

Baker ready 
for challenge 
at county post

The new extension 
agent for Matagorda 
County believes his 
knowledge of  the coun-

ty and challenges agri-
culture producers face 
will give him a big ad-

vantage in handling any 
issues in this county.

Greg Baker was named 
new County Extension 
Agent for Agriculture 
and Natural Resources 
for Matagorda County. 

“I wanted to take on 
this position to share 

the knowledge and ex-

perience I gained while 
working with the Texas 
Department of  Agricul-
ture, Texas A&M AgriL-

ife Extension Service 
the past few years and 
being an ag producer 
myself.  Also being a 
resident and rancher in 
the county I feel I have 
an advantage of  know-

ing the county and the 
challenges the ag pro-

ducers face.  A big part 

By JIMMY GALVAN
jimmy.galvan@baycitytribune.com

See BAKER Page 3A

Shark Fest to 
take Palacios 
center stage

If  its October, then 
it’s time for Shark Fest 
2021. 

Fall is finally here. 
Cool temperatures, fall 
leaves, and of  course, 
Halloween coming up. 
Yes, that’s right. It’s al-
most here Come cele-

brate early at Palacios 
High School,” said 
Nicholas Holstein, di-
rector of  theater for 

Palacios High and Mid-

dle Schools.
The first annual Shark 

Fest will feature inter-
active activities, music, 
concessions, games, a 
haunted house and a 
costume contest and is 
set for Saturday, Oct. 
23 from 6-10 p.m. at the 
Palacios High School 
campus.

“This family-friendly 

By JIMMY GALVAN
jimmy.galvan@baycitytribune.com

See SHARKFEST Page 3A

Important decisions 
for the State of  Texas 
will soon be in Texans 
hands. By voting next 
week in the 2021 con-

stitutional amendment 
election, you will di-
rectly impact the future 
of  Texas. Early voting 
begins Monday, Oct. 18 
and runs through Oct. 
29. Election Day is Nov. 
2 .

“As a result of  in-

put from constituents 
throughout Senate Dis-

trict 18, I authored and 

passed Senate Joint Res-

olution 19, which will 
appear as Proposition 
6 on the ballot,” said 
Kolkhorst.  “During 
COVID-19, many Tex-

ans in nursing homes 
and assisted living homes 
were denied any contact 
with family or friends 
for months, due to the 
declared public health 
emergency.  Visiting a 
loved one in a nursing 
home should be a right, 
not a privilege, which is 

See ELECTION Page 3A

STAFF REPORTS

Kolkhorst urges residents to 

participate in Nov. 2 election

Teresa Gibbons 

purchased and pre-

sented to the Bay 

City Police Depart-

ment blue line arm-

bands in memory 

of Detective Juan 

Delgado #411. The 

Delgado family was 

also provided with 

these bands. (Bay 

City Police Depart-

ment photos)

Lois Kolkhorst
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