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WATCH FOR THE “HOLIDAY MAGAZINE” COMING SUNDAY NOVEMBER 29
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COVID ThanksgIVIng

As COVID-19 cases con-
tinue to rise across the Unit-
ed States and in Matagorda 
County, the Centers for Dis-
ease Control and local officials 
are urging residents to take the 

needed precautions when cele-
brating the Thanksgiving holi-
day this week.

More than 1 million 
COVID-19 cases were report-
ed in the United States over 
the last 7 days.

Matagorda County Judge 
Nate McDonald said a recent 

rise in cases in the county 
should only remind residents 
to stay vigilant in their battle 
against COVID-19.

“I am concerned when any 
of  my constituents have tested 
positive for COVID 19, as I do 
not wish illness on anyone,” 
McDonald said. “The slight 

rise in cases reminds us to be 
vigilant and to continue to 
practice the good hygiene and 
health habits we have formed 
over the last eight months, 
and to live our lives in a smart 
way.” 

Aaron Fox with Matagorda 
County Regional Medical Cen-

ter said the fact that the area 
has seen increases in cases be-
fore allows the medical profes-
sionals to be better prepared 
with this recent increase.

“We’ve been through an in-

Precautions urged for holiday events

See HOLIDAY Page 5A

By JIMMY GALVAN
jimmy.galvan@baycitytribune.com

PanCakes TO gOPanCakes TO gO

A $25,000 grant from the 
Lower Colorado River Au-
thority will help the Matago-
rda Volunteer Fire Depart-
ment purchase a state-of-the 
art cardiac monitor and au-
tomated external defibrilla-
tor.

The Community Develop-
ment Partnership Program 
grant, paired with about 
$8,000 in matching funds, 
will allow the department 
to replace its aging cardiac 
monitor/defibrillator unit 
at a critical time, said Clay-
ton Cook, the department’s 
president. Recently, the de-
partment learned the manu-
facturer of  the AED/cardiac 

monitor used by the Matago-
rda VFD will halt service of  
the device in February.

Without the CDPP grant, 
the department “would have 
been keeping that old unit in 
place until it breaks,” Cook 
said. “We just did not have 
the funds to purchase a new 
one. I expected to have the 
old unit for another four or 
five years.

“This grant means we 
don’t have to worry about 
when that unit stops work-
ing and whether we have a 
replacement for it yet,” he 

Grant helps Matagorda VFD with equipment

See GRANT Page 2A

BCISD OKs 
engineering 
inspection

The Bay City ISD 
Board of  Trustees gave 
the go-ahead Monday 
for an engineering 
inspection to take 
place in order to get 
windstorm certification 
on Bay City High School. 

The board had 
delayed the voting on 
the measure from last 
month’s meeting until 

more research could 
be done as to if  an 
inspection had been 
done back with the 
school opened in 2000.

The district’s chief  
financial officer 
Richard Johnson told 
the board after doing 
some research that the 
Texas Department of  
Insurance – Windstorm 

See BCISD Page 3A

By ANTHONY MAENZA
anthony.maenza@baycitytribune.com

Blackmon 
resigns head 
football post

Robert Blackmon, 
athletic director and head 
football coach in Van 
Vleck ISD, has decided to 
step down from his duties 
and pursue a new career 
path.

Blackmon, who has 
been athletic director for 

See BLACKMON Page 3A

By ANTHONY MAENZA
anthony.maenza@baycitytribune.com

The Matagorda Coun-

ty Boys and Girls Club 

annual pancake supper 

will be held this year with 

a slight change. This year 

the annual fundraiser was 

a drive-thru event only 

held at the WCJC parking 

lot and residents turned 

out to support the cause. 

Above, Eugene Davis 

watches over the pan-

cakes while right, a long 

line of customers show 

up for their pancake sup-

poer plates to go. (Anna 

Hernandez photos)

Robert Blackmon

An LCRA representative presents a $25,000 grant to the Matagorda Volunteer Fire Department for a 

new heart monitor and automated external defibrillator. The grant is part of LCRA’s Community De-

velopment Partnership Program. Pictured, from left to right, are: Lori A. Berger, LCRA Board member; 

Clayton Cook, Matagorda VFD president and paramedic; and Gail Cook, Matagorda VFD treasurer 

and paramedic.
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