
Bay City receives financial report award again
The Government Fi-

nance Officers Association 
of  the United States and 
Canada has awarded the 
Certificate of  Achievement 
for Excellence in Financial 
Reporting to the city of  
Bay City for its compre-

hensive annual financial 
report.

The Certificate of  
Achievement is the highest 
form of  recognition in 
the area of  governmental 
accounting and financial 
reports and its attainment 
represents a significant 
accomplishment by a 

Van Vleck enrolls in 
STOPit to deter conduct

Van Vleck ISD has 
enrolled with STOPit, 
the leading technology 
platform for schools 
that deters and controls 
harmful or inappropriate 
conduct. 

STOPit empowers 
students with an easy 
app to safely and anony-

mously report anything of  
concern to school officials 
– from cyberbullying to 
threats of  violence or self-
harm. STOPit empowers 
students to stand up for 
themselves and others 
while giving our schools 

the insight we need to keep 
students safe. 

“Keeping our learning 
community safe for our 
students and staff  is our 
number one priority. As 
young people continue to 
engage more with technol-
ogy every day, we are taking 
a proactive step to empow-

er our students to become 
upstanding citizens in our 
community in the way that 
they feel most comfortable. 
Giving students, staff  and 
parents the ability to notify 

Key puts on strong 
showing at state meet

Bay City’s Raheem Key 
finished 55th at the Class 
4A state cross-country 
meet held Saturday at Old 
Settlers Park in Round 
Rock.

Key finished with a time 
of  17:02.77 at the state 
meet in a division that had 
152 entrants.

“That was his fastest 
time all season,” said Bay 
City Head Cross Country 
Coach Zerrick Vriseno.

Key’s time at the state 
meet bested his time at the 
Nike South event where 
Key finished in first place 
in the junior varsity 3-mile 
run with a then-personal 
best time of  17:08.20.

This marked the second 
straight year that Bay City 
has qualified a cross-coun-

try runner for the state 
meet.  Adrian Soto made 
it to Round Rock last year.

“I knew he had a pos-
sibility to make it to state 
this year at the beginning 
of  the year,” Vriseno said. 
“I knew it would be close 

and down to the wire and 
that is why I coached him 
so hard in the summer.”

Key said this year his 
times have improved with 
every race and that has 
pushed him into the state 
spotlight this weekend. 

“My times had im-

proved all year long,” Key 
said. “I didn’t think my 
times would be this low 
this year but with all the 
work that we do, it hap-

pened.”
Vriseno said he was 

proud of  the work that 
Key put into making it 
to the state meet this year 
and he hopes Key’s dedi-
cation to the program will 
start to rub off  on the un-

derclassmen coming up 
the ranks in the program.

“This is exciting to have 
another runner at the 
state meet,” Vriseno said. 
“We are starting to build 
a tradition here with the 
Bay City cross country 
program that we want to 
see continue and grow. We 
want the state meet to be 
the standard here at Bay 
City.”

Road Riders host run for ‘Toys for Kids’

For the 20th consecutive 
year, Road Riders Inc. will 
host its “Toys for Kids” 
motorcycle run on Sunday, 
Dec. 2 to raise funds for its 
annual Christmas program.

“This is our 20th year 

and all the money and 
toys that we collect goes 
to children in Matagorda 
County,” said Ronnie Rad-

ford, charter member of  
the Road Riders. “We don’t 
disperse our revenue out-
side of  the county. We will 
go to any home and any 
town in this county.”

The sole purpose of  the 
organization is to promote 
and stage an annual motor-
cycle toy run which ben-

efits children from low to 
moderate-income homes 
in Matagorda County. In 
the past 19 years, Road 

Riders has been able to 
distribute a cumulative to-

tal of  more than $200,000 
in toys and clothing to 
those children in the coun-

ty that have so little.
Radford said the 

Toys for Kids program 
cross-references all its 
applications with area 
churches and organizations 
to make sure no one  ap-

plies to mulitiple agencies 
for assistance. 

“The sad part is that 
there are some families 
that will try to collect from 
United Way, Salvation 
Army and our organiza-

tion at the same time,” 
Radford said. “I guess it is 
okay to do that but when 
they do it, it means some 
other family might be left 
out.”

The annual motorcycle 
run is just part of  the way 
that Road Riders raises 

funds for this annual 
event.

“We receive a lot of  
donations from businesses 
and individuals that help 
with the program,” Rad-

ford said. 
Road Riders was estab-

lished for this cause only 
and has been handing out 
toys during the holiday sea-

son since its inception. In 

Dia de los Muertos
New tradition 
hits Bay City to 
honor those who 
have passed

By JONNIE MONTALBO
Tribune Corresponent

   

Starting a new annual tra-

dition in Bay City, the Har-
vest Moon Concert – Dia 
de los Muertos (Day of  the 
Dead) event, held on Satur-
day, Nov. 3 gathered folks 
from all over to enjoy an 
evening at LeTulle Park.

The free event included 
things to do for all ages, 
including a pumpkin patch 
for photo ops and an exhib-

it by the Art League.
“This event was our best 

one yet,” said Bay City 
Tourism Director Heidi 
Martinez. “The turnout was 
huge and I am pleased it was 
so highly attended.

“A steady flow of  people 
all day long with a crowd for 
the headlining band,” said 
Martinez. 

Live music throughout 
the day leading up to head-

liner Joe King Carassco who 
took the stage after dark for 
a great performance. 

“I never heard him live 
before, but wow! He real-
ly knows how to give us a 
good show,” said Marlene 
Leville. “I came out here 
with my sister just to walk 
around for a few minutes 
and ended up staying all 
evening just because of  the 
great music and the amaz-

ing Mexican food.” 
One of  the bonus fea-

tures were the free rides via 
golf  cart shuttle from the 
parking area to the venue, 
allowing for a stress-free 
evening of  fun and relax-

ation under the stars.
An interactive Dia de los 

Muertos (Day of  the Dead) 
altar created by members 
of  the Art League of  Bay 
City and Matagorda County 
stood at the entrance, greet-
ing attendees as they walked 
into the event area. 

“This was a really nice 

idea for an event and I 
hope it continues to grow 
into something bigger ev-

ery year,” said Sharon Ro-

driguez. “Just knowing that 
this community is so diverse 
and inclusive is a wonderful 
thing because not all com-

munities are like that.” 

The assortment of  food 
trucks offered tasty and 
unique edibles along with 
members of  Our Lady of  

Guadalupe Catholic Church 
serving Mexican specialty 
foods of  every kind.

The Bay City Lady Lions 
featured a beverage tent 
with several vendors ped-

dling an array of  custom 
jewelry, handcrafted items, 
specialty t-shirts and much 
more.  

A unique Dia de los Muertos “Ofrenda” interactive display was created by the Art League of Bay City and 

Matagorda County.(Photos by Jonnie Montalbo)

Members of Our Lady of Guadalupe Catholic Church 

worked hard serving up handmade Mexican specialty 

foods like “gorditas” and much more during the Day 

of the Dead event on Nov. 3 at LeTulle Park. Pictured 

from left: Rafaela Hurtado and Rosa Mendoza.
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Members of the Bay City admininstration team are pictured with the award honor-

ing the city for its financial reporting. (Courtesy photo) See AWARD Page 5A See STOPIT Page 5A

By JIMMY GALVAN
jimmy.galvan@baycitytribune.com

Raheem Key is congratulated after his finish at the 
cross country state meet.  (Courtesy photos) 

By JIMMY GALVAN
jimmy.galvan@baycitytribune.com

See RUN Page 5A

Election results 
online and in 

Sunday’s edition
Looking for all the results 

from Tuesday’s elections?
All the results on how 

Matagorda County voted 
are posted online at www.
baycitytribune.com and on the 
Bay City Tribune Facebook and 
Twitter pages.

According to Chip Wolfe, 
Matagorda County Republican 
Chairman, more than 7,000 votes 
were cast during early voting and 
by mail ballots in the county.

“It appears we may have a 
larger than usual turnout for a 
non-presidential election here in 
Matagorda County,” Wolfe said.

See TRADITION Page 5A
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