
Bonnen urges House to ‘move on’
By MADDY MCCARTY

maddy.mccarty@thefacts.com

Michael Quinn Sullivan re-
leased the audio he secretly re-
corded during a June meeting 
with House Speaker Dennis 
Bonnen in which Bonnen im-
plies he’d like Sullivan to target 
House members in the primary 
election, including Republican 

colleagues.
Also in the recording, Bonnen 

said could offer Sullivan’s “guys” 
— referring to Texas Scorecard, 
the conservative information 
service affiliated with the Sul-
livan-led Empower Texans — 
House floor media access during 
the next legislative session.
THE RECORDING

In a statement Tuesday morn-

ing from Bonnen, the speaker 
says the release of  the recording 
proves no laws were broken and 
can let the House “finally move 
on.”

“I have repeatedly called for 
the recording to be released be-

cause it will be immediately clear 
that no laws were broken,” Bon-
nen said in the statement. “This 
was nothing more than a politi-
cal discussion — the problem is 
that I had it with that guy.”

Sullivan released the audio on 
The Chris Salcedo WBAP ra-
dio show on Tuesday morning, 
where he was scheduled to make 
an appearance.

About nine minutes into the 
tape of  the meeting, where Rep. 
Dustin Burrows, R-Lubbock, 
was also present, Bonnen said, 
“I’m trying to win in 2020, in 
November.”

Sullivan has said for months 
Bonnen and Burrows provid-
ed him with a list of  10 sitting 

Early voting begins 
on constitutional 
amendment election

STAFF REPORTS

Early voting begins 
Monday, Oct. 21 in the 
upcoming constitutional 
amendment election. 

Matagorda County vot-
ers are set to return to 
the polls to help decide 
the fate of  10 proposed 
amendments to the Texas 

Constitution that will ap-
pear on the Nov. 5 ballot.

In order to appear on the 
ballot, the proposed amend-
ments must be approved by 
at least two-thirds of  the 
members of  both the Texas 
Senate and the Texas House 
of  Representatives. 

Local church hosts annual Parish Jamaica event
By JONNIE MONTALBO 

Perfect weather condi-
tions over the weekend 
allowed families to enjoy 
a good time during Our 
Lady of  Guadalupe Cath-
olic Church annual Parish 
Jamaica on Sunday, Oc-
tober 13 on the church 
grounds. 

The daylong event in-
cluded a huge array of  
authentic Mexican food 

Child struck, 
killed near Sargent

By JIMMY GALVAN
jimmy.galvan@baycitytribune.com

Authorities have filed 
murder charges against a 
West Columbia woman in 
connection with a tragic 
auto-pedestrian accident 
Wednesday morning near 
Sargent.

“This is a very tragic 
incident that really struck 
home with all of  us with 
children,” said Depart-
ment of  Public Safety Sgt. 
Stephen Woodard.

Tiffany Paige Bryan, 32, 
of  West Columbia, was 
charged in the murder 
of  her four-year-old son 
Wednesday night.

According to incident 
reports, a Chevrolet F-250 
was traveling northwest 

bound on FM 457 at 2:50 
a.m. Wednesday, Oct. 16. 
The vehicle was being 
driven by a Sargent resi-
dent when a four-year-old 
boy entered the highway 
and was struck by the ve-
hicle.

The child was pro-
nounced dead at the scene.

According to Woodard, 
Bryan had pulled her ve-
hicle over at the Bayside 
Boat Barn and was sleep-
ing in the vehicle when the 
child exited the vehicle and 
wandered into the road-
way.

“She pulled over into 
the Bayside Boat Barn to 
rest for whatever reason,” 
Woodard said. “We are 
awaiting toxicology re-
ports on her at this time. 

Council to consider 
lease agreement 
with country club

By JIMMY GALVAN
jimmy.galvan@baycitytribune.com

The Bay City Council 
will meet Tuesday, Oct. 
22 and consider action on 
accepting the conveyance 
of  real property by the 
Bay City Country Club 
as well as approve a lease 
agreement of  the property 
between the city and the 
country club.

The action is expect-
ed to take place Tuesday, 
Oct. 22 at 6 p.m. in the 
first meeting of  the coun-
cil on its new meeting date 
of  Tuesdays. Council took 
action several months back 
to move council meetings 
from Thursdays to Tues-
days in order for council 
members to attend city-

wide events that tend to be 
scheduled on Tuesdays.

During last month’s city 
council meeting, council 
accepted the conveyance 
of  real property by the Bay 
City County Club to the 
city of  Bay City. 

The Bay City Country 
Club desired to convey 
the fee title ownership of  
its land to the City. In ex-
change, they would like 
the City to lease it back 
to them for a term of  40 
years.

Council member Bill 
Cornman questioned if  
the city would be liable for 
debt left by the country 
club if  the business fails. 
City attorney Ann Marie 

Celebrity Waiters

See related editorial 
on page 4A
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Children and adults alike enjoy the sights and sounds of the Mexican culture for 

the daylong event during the annual OLG Parish Jamaica on Sunday, Oct 13. 

(Jonnie Montalbo photo)

The Bay City Pilot Club held its 
annual Celebrity Waiter event. 
Each year the club puts on an 
event called Celebrity Waiter, 
where prominent members of 
the community are chosen to 
be waiters and serve those 
that have purchased a ticket to 
sit at their table. See additional 
photos on Page 8A. (Photos by 
Rachel Johnson)
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