
Scott frustrated 
over progress 
on new stadium

By RACHEL JOHNSON
rachel.johnson@baycitytribune.com

Bay City Independent 

School District Superin-

tendent Dr. Marshall Scott 

expressed his displeasure 

to building contractors af-

ter learning that no foot-

ball games will be played in 

the new Memorial Stadium 

this year due to building 

issues.

“My point is that each 

of  these projects has been 

late, each project,” said 

Scott. “You’re saying we’re 

not going to be able to play 

a game this year in that sta-

dium.

“The schools, which are 

most important to me, but 

I do know that the sports 

facilities are important to 

me, along with the com-

munity, as well,” said Scott. 

Lodestar Energy looks 
to place $32 million 
project in county

By JIMMY GALVAN
jimmy.galvan@baycitytribune.com

In negotiations that 
started back in May of  this 
year, Matagorda County 
EDC Executive Director 
Mike Ferdinand said that 
the addition of  Lodestar 
Energy will be a major 
boon for the county and its 
existing business climate.

Matagorda County 
Commissioners began the 
review process for Lode-
star Energy by accepting 

an application for a tax 
abatement application 
during last Monday’s meet-
ing. 

According to Consultant 
Steven Manchester, Lode-
star Energy is looking to 
place a $32 million dollar 
investment into a site in 
Matagorda County that 
would employ 10 full-time 
workers. 

“We believe we would 
be a great addition to this 

Global Impact Day gives back to the community
By JONNIE MONTALBO

After having invested 

more than 600,000 vol-

unteer hours to date, lo-

cal Celanese Chemicals 

volunteers added to that 

number on Thursday, 

September 19 as they cel-

ebrated their eighth An-

nual Global Impact Day.

Volunteers from Cel-

anese Chemicals designat-

ed the time once again to 

give back to the commu-

nity by selecting projects 

that focus on shelter, pri-

mary education and hun-

ger. 

This year recipients in-

cluded the Boys and Girls 

Club of  Bay City and 

Matagorda County, as well 

as the Bright Eyed Begin-

nings Daycare facility.

Celanese encourages 

their employees to volun-

teer for the day by paint-

ing and providing minor 

repairs, giving a breath 

of  fresh air with much 

needed work both inside 

and outside the facilities 

to help underprivileged 

children.

“Celanese has designat-

ed September as Global 

Impact Month and em-

Matagorda ISD to 
honor of  Childhood 
Cancer Awareness

By JULIA LANDRY
julia.landry@baycitytribune.com

In 2012 it was pro-

claimed that September 

would be known as Na-

tional Childhood Cancer 

Awareness Month. The 

purpose of  this month is 

to spread awareness about 

pediatric cancers that more 

than 300,000 children 

around the world are diag-

nosed with every year. 

In honor of  this month, 

Matagorda ISD will be 

holding a blood drive in 

honor of  their student, 

Malarie Flores, who is cel-

ebrating one year of  being 

cancer free. The blood 

drive will take place on Sat-

urday, Oct. 12 from 10 a.m. 

to 2:30 p.m. in Matagorda. 

Malarie Flores was di-

agnosed with intermedi-

ate-risk neuroblastoma 

over a year ago. After 

months of  treatments and 

going through different 

Woman recovers 
from dog attack

STAFF REPORTS

A 66-year old Bay City 

woman is recovering after 

being attacked by several 

dogs Friday, Sept. 13.

According to Bay City 

Police reports, officers were 
dispatched to the 2900 

block of  Avenue B at 9:24 

p.m. When officers arrived 
at the scene, they found 

the victim lying in the street 

covered in blood.

The victim was able to 

tell officers she was walking 
down the street when two 

dogs ran out from around 

a house. The victim tried to 

kick at the dogs and keep 

them away, but the dogs 

were biting her, and one 

knocked her to the ground. 

The dogs continued to bite 

her on her face and arms as 

she screamed for help.  

The owners of  the dogs 

secured the dogs until 

animal control arrived. 

The dogs have been 

placed in quarantine until 

a hearing can be held to 

determine if  the dogs can be 

declared as Vicious Animals.

Flood hits homes, businesses hard

Sargent area bears brunt  
of  Imelda’s arrival

By JIMMY GALVAN
jimmy.galvan@baycitytribune.com

With Freeport and the 

Sargent area bearing the 

brunt of  tropical storm 

Imelda, Matagorda Coun-

ty is now in clean up mode 

after the storm drenched 

the area with approxi-

mately 22 inches of  rain.

“We are in clean up 

mode right now,” said 

Mitch Thames, public in-

formation officer for the 
Matagorda County Emer-

gency Operations Center. 

“Everything is back and 

up to normal in the coun-

ty. We have to get some 

homes cleaned up that 

received some water but 

overall we came through 

this is good shape.”

Tropical Storm Imelda 

formed in the Gulf  of  

Mexico directly off  the 

Texas coast early Monday, 

Sept. 16. Imelda is the 

ninth named storm of  the 

2019 Atlantic Hurricane 

Season.

“Imelda formed from 

the same system we have 

been tracking for the past 

several days,” Thames 

said. 

The National Hurricane 

Center issued a tropical 

storm warning from Sar-

gent in Matagorda County 

to Port Bolivar. The storm 

made landfall over east-

ern Brazoria County and 

western Galveston Coun-

ty but its impact was felt 

hard in the Sargent area.

At the height of  the 

storm, Matagorda County 

Judge Pro Tem and Com-

missioner Precinct 2 Kent 

Pollard asked all Matago-

rda County citizens to stay 

off  the roads for a few 

more hours. 

Rainfall associated from 

the storm has totaled 22 

inches in the Sargent area 

with 13.5 inches of  that 

happening in the first 12 
hours of  the storm’s land-

fall. Reports indicated that 

close to 10 inches fell in 

Wadsworth. 

“This was a totally dif-

ferent storm than what 

we experienced in June of  

this year,” Thames said. 

In the June 4-5 storm, 

approximately 13 inches 

of  rain hit the Bay City 

area leaving many homes 

flooded with the city and 
county declaring a state of  

disaster.

On Thursday, Sept. 19, 

Texas Governor Greg 

Abbott declared a state of  

disaster for several coun-

ties including Matagorda 

for the issues being expe-

rienced due to widespread 

flooding caused by Tropi-
cal Storm Imelda.

This declaration will 

ensure that local officials 
have access to any state 

resources they may re-

quire to respond to this 

severe weather. 
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Volunteer employees from Celanese Chemicals par-

ticipated in Global Impact Day working on projects 

at the Boys and Girls Club of Bay City and Matagorda 

County, as well as the Bright Eyed Beginnings 

Daycare facility. (Jonnie Montalbo photo)

High water could be found all over Bay City after the arrival of Tropical Storm Imelda near the Sargent area.   

(Anna Hernandez photo) 

The Sargent area took the brunt of the damage from 

the tropical storm (Courtesy photos) See IMELDA Page 6A

See LODESTAR Page 8A See IMPACT Page 7A

See CANCER Page 8A

See PROGRESS Page 3A
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