
Council to consider budget, tax rate
By JIMMY GALVAN

jimmy.galvan@baycitytribune.com

Bay City Council is ex-
pected to approve its 2020 
budget as well as adopt 
the tax rate for the com-
ing year during its meeting 
Thursday at 7 p.m.

Council held public 
hearings on the budget 
and tax rate last week.

The city will consider 
adopting the tax rate of  
$0.6550 per $100 of  as-
sessed valuation for the 
city for an effective tax 
rate. The city would levy 
a maintenance and opera-
tions tax rate of  $0.50176 
and a debt service rate tax 
rate of  $0.15324.

Council will also con-
sider taking action on the 

dedication of  public-right-
of-way as Camille Street. 

Camille Street is consid-
ered a private road as plat-
ted. In order for the de-
veloper to be reimbursed 
in compliance with statute 
(Texas Tax Code Chapter 
311), the city must consid-
er accepting Camille Drive 
as a Public Easement.

Council will also con-

sider receiving a donation 
of  two gaga ball pits in the 
amount of  $3,500 and ap-
prove volunteer labor to 
construct these pits.

This donation will allow 
a commercially manufac-
tured gaga ball pit to be 
installed at Amistad Park 
and at Valiant Park by 
Caleb Spears and his Boy 
Scout Troop. Funding is 

from a donation by Mc-
Coy’s Building Supply. 

This game combines 
dodging, striking, running 
and jumping; with the ob-
jective being the last player 
in the pit. Players hit a ball 
at each other with their 
hands and are eliminated 
if  struck below the waist. 
The city does not current-
ly have any ga-ga pits. 

Council will also con-
sider approving the ap-
pointments of  Danyal 
Manning, Ronnie Reeves, 
Vidala Rodas-Leal and 
Thomas Battle to the Bay 
City Housing Authority 
Board. The action would 
reinstate Manning, Reeves, 
Rodas-Leal as commis-

No hand inside 
glove found on 
Sargent Beach

By JIMMY GALVAN
jimmy.galvan@baycitytribune.com

Reports of  a severed 
hand being found in a glove 
on Sargent Beach have been 
proved to be unfounded 
according to Matagorda 
County Sheriff ’s authorities.

The sheriff ’s department 
was notified Friday, Sept. 6 
of  a glove that had washed 
ashore at Sargent Beach 
with an apparent hand in-
side of  the glove. Sheriff ’s 
officials reported to the 
scene and took the glove 
into evidence. 

In its initial stages, sher-
iff ’s officials were in the 
process of  trying to identify 
the remains through DNA 
as well as reaching out to 

local industries to see if  any 
of  them had an industrial 
accident where a hand was 
severed.

But Monday, Sept. 9, 
Matagorda County Sheriff ’s 
Sgt. Randy Worthey report-
ed that the department’s ID 
officer cut open the glove to 
inspect it further. The offi-
cer had been away at school 
when the glove was initially 
found.

After cutting open the 
glove, it turned out that 
there was not a hand inside 
the glove but just that it ap-
peared to look that way.

“It was actually a glove in-
side a glove filled with sand 
and debris,” said Matagorda 
County Sheriff ’s Lt. James 
Orr. 

Dollar General 
opens doors  
in Matagorda

STAFF REPORTS

Dollar General’s newest 
store at 213 Fisher St. in 
Matagorda is now open. 
In its new location, Dollar 
General will offer area res-
idents a new place to shop 
for everyday essentials.

Dollar General will cel-
ebrate the store’s official 
grand opening on Sat-

urday, Sept. 14 at 8 a.m. 
with free prizes and special 
deals.  Additionally, the 
first 50 adult shoppers at 
the store will receive a $10 
Dollar General gift card 
and the first 200 shoppers 

will receive a Dollar Gen-
eral tote bag with compli-
mentary product samples, 
among other giveaways. 

“Dollar General is 
committed to delivering 
a pleasant shopping ex-
perience that includes a 
convenient location, a 
wide assortment of  mer-
chandise and great prices 
on quality products,” said 
Dan Nieser, Dollar Gen-
eral’s senior vice president 
of  real estate and store de-
velopment.  “We hope our 
area customers will enjoy 

Bonnen praised SB 12 to county’s retired teacher’s group
By JIMMY GALVAN

jimmy.galvan@baycitytribune.com

Senate Bill 12 is being 
heralded as a strong step 
in the right direction for 
the Teacher Retirement 
System of  Texas pension 
fund in making it sound 
and providing retirees with 
a one-time supplemental 
payment.

During a stop of  
Bay City last week, 
Texas Speaker of  the 

Van Vleck rededicates 
McKinney Stadium with 

renovations complete
By JIMMY GALVAN

jimmy.galvan@baycitytribune.com

With the stands packed 
for Van Vleck’s first home 
football contest, the dis-
trict celebrated the reded-
ication of  Burl McKinney 
Stadium after months of  
renovations.

“We are so excited to 
rededicate the stadium, 
Burl McKinney Stadium. 
I knew Mr. McKinney 
personally and he was an 
awesome coach, educator 
and mentor. I couldn’t be 
prouder to be part of  this 
wonderful occasion,” said 
Van Vleck ISD Superin-
tendent John O’Brien. 

Burl and his wife Mary 
Ann came to Van Vleck 
in 1962. Coach McKinney 
taught physical education 
and coached. He started 
the physical education 
program at the Van Vleck 
Elementary School. He 
was assistant athletic di-
rector until he became the 

athletic director in 1964, 
a position he held until 
1972. In 1972, Mr. McK-
inney was named principal 
of  Van Vleck Elementary 
School, a position he held 
until his death in 1987. In 
1988, the football stadium 
at Van Vleck was rededi-
cated in his honor.

The renovations to Burl 
McKinney Stadium were 
approved in 2018 by the 
Van Vleck ISD Board of  
Trustees as the second 
phase of  renovations to 
the stadium. 

In the second phase, the 
board approved $487,480 
renovations to the foot-
ball turf  and adding two 
new practice fields on the 
visitor side of  the stadi-
um. 

The new stadium turf  
will now has a irrigation 
system installed to pre-
vent the field from being 
easily flooded during a 
normal storm. 

The first phase of  the 

renovations to the stadi-
um included tearing down 
the home stands and press 
box and building new 
bleachers and a new press 
box.

The new home bleach-
ers will hold 1,246 seats 
along with a new press 
box with room for two 

coaching booths, a radio 
room, an outside deck for 
cameras and a room for 
media and timekeepers. 

Improvements were 
also made for the re-
s t r o o m / c o n c e s s i o n s 
building and refurbishing 
of  the running track at the 
stadium. 
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Members of the Bay City Retired Teachers Association listen to Greg 

Bonnen during his visit to Bay City last week.

Van Vleck Superintendent John O’Brien stands with 

Burl McKinney’s wife Mary Ann at the rededication 

ceremony. (Anna Hernandez photo)

Texas Speaker of the House Greg Bonnen visited with 

local retired teachers last week. (Courtesy photos) 

Family and friends of Burl McKinney gather for the rededication ceremonies held before last Friday’s football 

contest in Van Vleck  (Courtesy photo) 
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