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Opposition continues to mount against rail line

Mounting opposition con-
tinues to grow against the pro-
posed rail line that may cross 
through Matagorda County.

Rob Giesecke, a resident 
of  Brazoria County, has been 
fighting against the Freeport 
to Kendleton railroad project 
for the past two years. 

“I first wrote about this last 
week, but false data is still 

on the rail district website,” 
Giesecke said on a Rail No! 
Facebook group site. “They 
say a ‘mistake’ was made in the 
2015 study that was used to 
justify the railroad project and 
obtain a taxpayer-funded grant 
from TxDOT. All right, we all 
make mistakes. But why was 
it put on their website even 
after they were told about it, 
and why is it still there? I also 
fact-checked one of  their oth-

er claims. 
“Continuing to disseminate 

false information cannot be 
dismissed as a mere “mistake” 
- it appears to reflect an atti-
tude that ‘anything goes’ as 
long it justifies Port Freeport’s 
railroad,” Giesecke said. “The 
Brazoria and Fort Bend county 
commissioners may not have 
been in a position to notice 

a 1,000 percent error in Port 
Freeport’s container traffic, 
but the folks who run the Port 
certainly knew the truth, yet 
they said and did nothing to 
correct the record.”

Giesecke’s comments come 
on the heels of  comments 
made by Matagorda County 
resident’s Jim Parmer express-
ing his disapproval of  the pro-
posed rail line during a Bra-
zoria-Fort Bend Rail District 

meeting. 
Parmer, owner of  Hickory 

Bayou Ranch in Matagorda 
County, said his ranch borders 
Linnville Bayou. This bayou 
would be bisected by one of  
the proposed routes.

Parmer said this route would 
adversely affect the rich low-
land wildlife area that includes 

By JIMMY GALVAN
jimmy.galvan@baycitytribune.com

See OPPOSED Page 5A

Dia De Muertos

The Bay City ISD 
Blackcat Hall of  Fame 
inducted eight mem-
bers at a football game 
halftime ceremony on 
November 1st. The Hall 
of  Fame was established 
in 2001, and is located 

in the foyer of  the Bay 
City High School coach-
es’ upstairs office area 
in the gym complex. To 
date, 139 former BCHS 
and Hilliard School ath-
letes and coaches have 
been accepted for inclu-

By ALLISON SLIVA
BCISD Communications

Blackcat 2019 Hall of faMe

Accident claims 

life of  woman 

on Hwy. 35

Texas Department 
of  Public Safety (DPS) 
Troopers investigat-
ed Monday a vehicle 
fatality collision in 
Matagorda County that 
occurred northeast of  
Blessing on SH 35. 

 The preliminary in-
formation indicates at 

approximately 12:05 
p.m., a southbound 
2017 Chevrolet Silver-
ado traveled into the 
northbound lane of  
FM 35, striking a 2016 
Jeep Cherokee head-on.  

 Jessica Surritt, 36, of  

See FATAL Page 8A

Staff Reports

E.On’s Peyton Creek 
wind farm is well under 
construction in Matago-
rda County with the 
project expected to be 
completed by the end of  
2019.

The project was 
heralded as a strong 

economic driver for 
Matagorda County.

Michael Ferdinand, 
executive director for 
the Matagorda County 
EDC, has been a strong 
supporter of  the proj-
ect.

Wind farm project 
nears completion 
in Wadsworth

By JIMMY GALVAN
jimmy.galvan@baycitytribune.com

See related editorial Page 4A

From left to right, Becky Cook and Dianne Sharer, daughters of inductee Buddy Barrett; Coach Darin 
Dabelgott, David Barrett, son of inductee Buddy Barrett; Perrylon Eaton-Bell; Carolyn Harris Delano; 
Superintendent Dr. Marshall Scott III; family members of inductee Carl “Cake” Jackson mother Faye 
Jackson, sister Jacqueline Jackson, sister Marilyn Cross and brother-in-law Joe Cross; Fentress Cathey, 
niece of inductee PaulCatheyRicky Parker Sr and his daughter Kari; Michael Ray and his daughter Bri Ray, 
wife Lynette Ray, daughter Joelle Ray, mother Joyce Ray, daughter Tenika Ray and grandchild Emerson. 
(Courtesy photo)

Eight honorees 
gain induction

See HONOREES Page 5A

The Day of the Dead Festival 
was held last Saturday in Bay 
City and was again a stunning 
success as the Mexican culture 
was put on first-class display 
with music and booths. The 
Day of the Dead (Dia De Los 
Muertos) is a two-day holiday 
that reunites the living and 
dead. Families create ofrendas 
(Offerings) to honor their 
departed family members that 
have passed. (Photos by Anna 
Hernandez and Jimmy Galvan)

Construction almost complete for E.On’s Peyton 
Creek wind farm. (Courtesy photo John DeWitt)
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