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Kindergarten grads

Jail restrictions slowed 
police work in Bay City

With arrest restric-

tions now being eased 
up at the Matagorda 
County Jail, Bay City Po-

lice Chief  Robert Lister 
said Thursday, May 21 
residents should expect 
to see more suspects be-

ing placed into the jail 

system.
Lister said during the 

early stages of  the pan-

demic there were restric-

tions placed on depart-
ments about arrests that 
might result in a sus-

pect being placed in the 
Matagorda County Jail. 
Lister said those restric-

tions were put in place 

by Matagorda County 
Sheriff  Frank “Skipper” 
Osborne. 

“He did place restric-

tions on what offenses 
could be arrested for 
but some of  those re-

strictions were lifted 
Wednesday, May 20,” 
Lister said. “We can now 
take people into custody 

for lower level offenses 
than what we were al-
lowed before. Prior to 
May 20, we were able to 
just get warrants on in-

dividuals that we would 
file on them once the 
pandemic was over.”

Lister said that did 

See POLICE Page 3A

By JIMMY GALVAN
jimmy.galvan@baycitytribune.com

Every crisis presents America with new heroes
Every crisis has new heroes. 

During the 9/11 attacks, they 
were the first responders run-

ning into burning and crumbling 
buildings as others ran out.  Now, 
during the Coronavirus pandem-

ic, the most visible heroes are the 
health care professionals, who 
are saving others and risking 
their own lives while doing so.

These heroes have much in 
common with the people that 

we honor today – America’s fall-
en veterans. They are men and 
women who have sacrificed their 
own lives so others could live. 
They are both elite and ordi-
nary. They are elite in the sense 
of  character. Giving your life so 
others could live is the ultimate 
definition of  selfless.

They are ordinary in the fact 
that they represent the diverse 

See MEMORIAL Page 10A

By BILL OXFORD
American Legion National Commander

With the addition 
of  a new positive case, 
Matagorda County is 
still on a downward 
trend in its battle with 
the COVID-19 in the 
county.

The newest positive 
case is a male between 
the ages of  50-60.

Since May 1, Matago-

rda County has posted 
just three new positive 
cases of  COVID-19 as 
the downward trend 
continues for the coun-

ty.
“We only had three 

COVID-19 cases since 

Staff Reports

See CASES Page 3A

County posts 
new virus case

some gave all

Trustees OK 
work on new 
school roof

Work on a new roof  
for Bay City High School 
should begin soon after 
the Bay City ISD Board 
of  Trustees picked a 
roofing contractor to 
do the project Mon-

day during their regular 
meeting held via a video 
chat.

Trustees picked Rain 
King Inc. to do the work 
from among the Top 4 
ranked companies that 
submitted bids for the 
project. Superintendent 

Marshall Scott III will 
start negotiations with 
the company on a con-

tract.
Cristina Marrero with 

Claycomb Associates 
Architects, who re-

viewed the bids for the 
district, ranked the Top 
4 companies of  the 10 
that submitted bids for 
the trustees to review. 

“All of  the bidders 
were excited to get start-
ed as soon as possible,” 

By ANTHONY MAENZA
anthony.maenza@baycitytribune.com

Van Vleck to 
start next year 
a week earlier

The 2020-2021 school 
year will start a little 
sooner in Van Vleck 
ISD after approval of  an 
earlier start date by the 
board of  trustees during 
its regular meeting Mon-

day night.
The school year will 

now start on Aug. 17, a 
week earlier than what 
trustees approved in 
February.

“We added this addi-

tional week at the begin-

ning of  the school year. 
It didn’t require adding 
any additional days on 
the teachers’ calendar or 
the bus drivers’ calendar, 
it just added additional 
instructional minutes,” 
Van Vleck ISD Super-
intendent John O’Brien 
said.

The state only requires 
that students to attend 

By ANTHONY MAENZA
anthony.maenza@baycitytribune.com
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The Matagorda County Head Start held its drive-by graduation ceremonies for its 
Kindergarten students May 20. The students loaded into vehicles and drove by family 
and friends during this graduation ceremony. (Photos by Anthony Maenza)
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