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Bridge dedication

TxDOT, state and county officials cut the ribbon to officially dedicate and open the new FM 457 corkscrew 
bridge across the Intracoastal Waterway in Sargent. Construction the new bridge began in 2018 and was 
completed in April. (Anthony Maenza photo)

Ceremony heralds opening 

of  Sargent $43.1 million bridge

It has been open to traffic since April 
8, but last Friday morning TxDOT finally 
got the opportunity to formally dedicate 
Sargent’s new corkscrew bridge on FM 
457 .

A number of  dignitaries as well Tx-

DOT officials and members of  the con-

struction crew were on hand for the 
event.

The new bridge was constructed at a 
cost of  $43.1 million and provides 73 feet 
of  vertical clearance over the waterway. 
The bridge is approximately 2,365-feet 
long. The main span of  the bridge over 
the Intracoastal Waterway is 300 feet.

“We are pleased to officially open the 
bridge and thank the many organiza-

tions, the officials in this community for 
all working together to make this project 
a success,” TxDOT area engineer Ryan 
Simper said.

By ANTHONY MAENZA
anthony.maenza@baycitytribune.com

See BRIDGE Page 3

Matagorda County Judge Nate McDonald addresses the crowd 
last Friday during the official dedication of the new FM 457 cork-
screw bridge that crosses the Intracoastal Waterway in Sargent. 
(Anthony Maenza photo)

County OKs 

repairs to 

Pct. 2 barn

Matagorda County 
Commissioner’s Court 
approved repairs to the 
Precinct 2 County Barn 
in Matagorda during their 
regular meeting Monday.

C o m m i s s i o n e r s 
awarded the more than 
$25,000 in work to 
BNA Construction. The 
company will be repairing 
the roof, soffit, walls and 

windows along with doing 
interior drywall repairs 
due to water leaking into 
the building during the 
recent rains.

Three bids were secured 
for the project. BNA had 
the low bid of  $25,101. 
SSB Construction 
and ($26,600) DB 
Construction and 
Remodeling ($27, 875) 

By ANTHONY MAENZA
anthony.maenza@baycitytribune.com

See COUNTY Page 3

The Matagorda 
County Historical 
Commission (MCHC) 
held a dedication for 
the Pertain Cemetery in 
Blessing July 10 during 
the monthly meeting of  
the commission July 10.

Preceding the meeting, 

a short Historic Texas 
Cemetery (HTC) 
dedication was held for 
the Partain Cemetery in 
Blessing which received 
designation in 2020. 
The family cemetery was 
established in 1857. It is 
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See PARTAIN Page 2

Partain Cemetery 
gains new Texas 
historic marker

BCISD trustees 
change mind on 
special election 

Just a week after 
deciding to have a 
special election to fill 
the vacancy left when 
trustee John DeWitt 
resigned, the Bay City 
ISD Board of  Trustees 
had a change of  heart 
Monday night during 
their regular meeting.

Trustees let a motion 
die to call the special 
election and decided to 
put the board vacancy 
and how to fill it or 
to fill it at all back on 
the agenda at a future 
meeting.

The order to call the 
special election was part 

By ANTHONY MAENZA
anthony.maenza@baycitytribune.com

See TRUSTEES Page 3

County, GLO celebrate affordable 

rental housing with ribbon cutting

Following Hurricane 
Harvey in 2017, 
hundreds of  people up 
and down the Texas coast 
were displaced from 
their homes because of  
damage from the initial 
storm or the floodwaters 
that occurred following 
the rains that came with 
it .

Apartment complexes 
for low to moderate 
income families were 
among those homes 
impacted by the storm.

In an effort to replace 
affordable rental housing 
damaged or destroyed 
during Hurricane 
Harvey, the Texas 
General Land Office 
(GLO) has used $588 

million in Community 
Development Block 
Grant Disaster Recovery 

Funds to renovate over 
6,000 rental units across 
the state.

Among the rental 

By ANTHONY MAENZA
anthony.maenza@baycitytribune.com

Bay City Mayor Robert Nelson, left, and Matagorda County Judge Nate Mc-
Donald cut the ribbon to officially dedicate the completion of the renovation of 
the Bay Breeze Apartments in Bay City last Friday. The renovation was made 
possible through a grant from the Texas General Land Office (GLO). Officials 
with the GLO as well as the construction and apartment staff were on hand for 
the dedication. (Anthony Maenza photo)

See GLO Page 3
Blessing’s Partain Cemetery has gained a Texas 
Historic Cementary marker. (Submitted photo)


