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B.A.B.E.S. Breast Cancer Bingo 
OCTOBER 4  |  APPLING AG CENTER  |  DOORS OPEN AT 5:30

Tickets are $10.00 and include 10 rounds of BINGO, meal and door prize ticket! Come 
enjoy a night full of fun, fellowship and outreach! Prizes include designer bags, Yeti 

coolers, a grill and even a full-size decorated Christmas Tree! Tickets can be 
purchased at HealtHIE Community Center’s Administration Office at 821 South Main 

St, Suite A, Baxley, GA 31513 or by calling Knicole Lee at 912-278-0410. 
Tickets will be limited to 300, get your ticket today!

Southern Company sub-
sidiary Southern Nuclear no-
tified the Nuclear Regulatory 
Commission (NRC) on Sep-
tember 1 of its intent to seek 
subsequent license renewal 
(SLR) for both units at the 
Edwin I. Hatch Nuclear Plant, 
located in Baxley, to renew the 
plant’s operating license for an 
additional 20 years. Through a 
letter of intent submitted Aug. 
31, the company informed the 
NRC that it expects to submit 
the application in 2025, which 
would initiate the process to 
help ensure the continued de-
livery of 1,848 MW of clean, 
carbon-free generation.

Plant Hatch is co-owned 
by Georgia Power, Oglethorpe 
Power Corporation, Municipal 
Electric Authority of Georgia 
and Dalton Utilities. Southern 
Nuclear operates the nuclear 
units on behalf of the co-own-
ers.

In July 2022, the Georgia 
Public Service Commission 
approved Georgia Power’s 
request to begin the multi-
year process to extend Plant 
Hatch’s license as part of the 
company’s 2022 Integrated 

Resource Plan. If approved 
by the NRC, the SLR would 
extend Southern Nuclear’s 
licenses to operate the plant 
on behalf of the co-owners to 
2054 (Unit 1) and 2058 (Unit 
2). A decision on license re-
newal from the NRC would 
be expected in the late 2020s. 
The current Hatch licenses 
are set to expire in 2034 (Unit 
1) and 2038 (Unit 2).  

“For almost 50 years, Plant 
Hatch has safely generated re-
liable, carbon-free energy, and 
renewing its license supports 
our longstanding commitment 
of providing clean, safe and 
reliable energy to Georgia,” 
said site vice president John-
ny Weissinger. “Beyond the 
production of reliable energy, 
as Appling County’s largest 
employer, we are committed 
to the continued support of 
our surrounding communities 
through partnerships, educa-
tional outreach and service 
projects.”

Nationally, nuclear genera-
tion currently produces more 
than 50% of the country’s car-
bon-free electricity, as it is the 
only carbon-free technology 

LICENSE RENEWAL WOULD SUPPORT 

CARBON-FREE RELIABILITY BEYOND 2050

Southern Nuclear notifies 
NRC of plan to seek 
relicensing at Plant Hatch

running safely year-round. To-
gether with the state’s other 
nuclear facility, Plant Vogtle 
near Waynesboro, Plant Hatch 
currently provides well over 
20% of Georgia’s electricity. 

In addition to providing 
reliable, carbon-free energy, 
Plant Hatch delivers posi-
tive local economic impacts, 
employing approximately 
900 people with additional 
contract workers supporting 
refueling outages and major 
project work each year. In 
addition, since the first unit 
came online in 1975, Plant 
Hatch and its employees have 
provided expansive commu-
nity support through volun-
teerism and partnerships with 
local nonprofits and agencies.  

Southern Nuclear is a lead-
er among the nation’s nuclear 
energy operators, operating 
six units for Alabama Power 
and Georgia Power and cur-
rently serving in a lead role 
in the construction of Plant 
Vogtle Units 3 & 4. For al-
most 50 years the company 
has operated nuclear energy 
facilities at the highest levels 
of safety and reliability, creat-
ing carbon-free electricity for 
millions of homes and busi-
nesses.

Baxley City Council hires 

Orvin as new City Manager
By Jamie Gardner

The Mayor and Council of 
the City of Baxley met for a 
called meeting on August 30 at 
6:00 p.m. at City Hall. Follow-
ing a short executive session, 
the council returned to regu-
lar session. Council member 
Betty Livingston made a mo-
tion to hire Keri Orvin as the 
new Baxley City Manager at a 
salary of $82,500.00 per year, 
plus benefits. Council mem-
ber Adam Thomas seconded 
the motion.

On a split vote Orvin was 
approved with council mem-
bers Livingston, Thomas and 
Mickey Bass voting in favor of 
the motion. Council members 
Ora Hall and Santina Fryer 
opposed the motion. Council 
member Pat Williams was not 
present due to health issues.

Orvin has served as ex-
ecutive director of the Baxley-
Appling County Chamber of 
Commerce since December 
2013. For the past three years 

she has also served as execu-
tive director of the Develop-
ment Authority of Appling 
County. She is a 2009 graudate 
of Valdosta State University 
with a degree in public rela-
tions.

Keri is married to Jerad 
Orvin and they have two chil-
dren. Keri and Jerad are both 
lifelong residents of Appling 
County.
Other business

The council held a hear-
ing regarding its FY2023 Bud-
get at the start of the meet-
ing. Wayne Canady asked a 
number of questions. Canady 
questioned equipment pur-
chases and was told that it was 
for the police department for 
tasers and body cameras. He 
also questioned $42,000.00 
for Omega Cemetery and 
was told that amount was for 
maintenance (drainage) at the 
facility. Canady finished by 
asking if the council beleived 
that the millage rate would 

hold steady. Mayor Tim Var-
nadore stated that he believed 
the rate should be the same as 
last year.

There was also a public 
hearing for an annexation 
filed by Elaine Solomon for 
property located at 283 Knight 
Saw Mill Road. There was no 
public comment on the annex-
ation request.

KERI ORVIN

By Mary Ann Ellis

Obviously, Baxley folks are very much in-
volved in the business of catalytic converters, 
on both sides.  

The following two posts 
were posted by Baxley 
folks on Facebook last 
week on Monday: (1) Warn-
ing: Be aware if you live on 
Satilla Church Road, we 
have someone out stealing 
Catalytic converters. They 
decided to steel from our 
98 Ford Expedition we had 
up for sale. (2) They tried to 
get the one off the church 
van and weren’t successful. 
Still had to pay to get it fixed!

Back in April of this year, three brothers 
were arrested by deputies in Emanuel County 
for stealing catalytic converters from U-Haul 
trucks that were parked in Twin City. The cata-
lytic converters were discovered in the trunk 
of their vehicle. The three were arrested.  Two 
of the brothers Randy Michael Tharpe, 37, 
Joshua Scott Tharpe, 36 are both of Baxley; 
the third brother, James Edward Tharpe, 40, is 
from Glenwood.  All the brothers were charged 
with theft by taking.

This theft was four months ago, but if any-

thing, the number of thefts of catalytic convert-
ers has increased.  Almost daily, someone com-
plains on Facebook of such a theft and any law 
enforcement officer—local or otherwise--can 

tell you how often they oc-
cur.  

A catalytic converter 
is a device essential to a 
vehicle’s exhaust system 
and it converts toxic ex-
haust emitted by an engine 
into more environmentally 
friendly gases.  Thieves 
want them because they 
contain valuable metals that 
they can sell for a fast profit.  

According to Carfax, 
the following vehicles are the top targets for 
thieves nationwide: 

* 1985-2021 Ford F-Series pickup trucks (F-
150, F-250, etc.)

* 1989-2020 Honda Accord
* 2007-17 Jeep Patriot
* 1990-2022 Ford Econoline vans
* 1999-2021 Chevrolet Silverado pickup 

trucks
* 2005-21 Chevrolet Equinox
* 1997-2020 Honda CR-V
* 1987-2019 Toyota Camry

Catalytic converter 
thefts all over, 
including Appling

STOLEN CATALYTIC CONVERTERS

See ‘Thefts’ on 3a
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