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BAXLEY BEAUTIFICATION DAY IS SATURDAY, MAY 15, 

8:30 - 11:30 A.M. LUNCH AND TOOLS PROVIDED. 

FOR MORE INFORMATION CALL 367-8300.

LAST CHANCE! THIS WEEK, THURSDAY AT NOON, WILL 

BE YOUR LAST CHANCE TO HONOR YOUR GRADUATE 

IN THIS YEAR’S GRADUATION ISSUE TO BE PUBLISHED 

MAY 19. SEE PAGE 5A FOR MORE INFORMATION.

Fire consumes house in Baxley
Members of The Baxley Fire Department responded to a 

structure fire on Monday morning. Local E911 disptachers 
reported the house was fully engulfed. Shown above, Baxley 

Firemen work to control the high flames at 579 Dunham Lane. 
Baxley Fire and other emergency personnel were dispatched 
to the fire. The house was completly destroyed.

By Jamie Gardner

Two individuals from Appling County and one from Toombs 
County qualified for the Georgia House of Representatives 
District 156 seat last week, a seat formerly held by Rep. Greg 
Morris. Morris recently resigned from the position upon 
appointment to the Georgia Department of Transportation 
Board and this resulted in the need for a special election to fill 
Morris’ seat.

Wright Gres (Democrat) and Wally Sapp (Republican) are 
the two candidates from Appling County to qualify. Leesa Hagan 
(Republican) is the candidate from Toombs.

The special election will be held on June 15. May 17 will be 
the last day to register to vote in this election and early voting 
will begin May 24.

District 156 includes Montgomery and Toombs counties and 
portions of Appling and Jeff Davis. Qualifying for the special 
election was held in Atlanta on May 5-7.

Two from Appling, 
one from Toombs 
qualify for seat

By Mary Ann Ellis

On May 4 at 4:00 
p.m., the Appling County 
Commissioners met with the 
Appling County Recreation 
Authority at the request of 
the recreation authority.  All 
members were present for 
the latter except Leslie Griffis.  
Commissioner Theodore 
Wilkerson was absent as 
well.  Authority Member 
Jimmy Twiggs said they had 
had some complaints, and 
they would like to clarify 
their role.  He asked for a job 
description for the authority 
and said that since they had 
an hour, each of the authority 
members present would get 
to speak about his issues and 
questions.  He said that since 
Authority Member Carlos 
Rooks asked for the meeting, 
he would be the first to speak.

Rooks said, “I personally 
don’t get any complaints.  
I’ve been here a long time.  
You’ll have problems with 
individuals.  The board has 
improved the recreation 
department.  Why would we 
have the rec board salaries 
in the paper?  We used to 
determine salaries.  We’re 
getting a better buy with 
Wilton than when we had two 
salaries to pay when Wilton 
was the assistant.  And we 
never got Miss Bridgette a 
raise.  I want to be sure we can 
work together.”

Chairman Mike Shumans 
said when he ran for board, 
he heard complaints about 
recreation constantly.  No 
travel ball was the main 
complaint.  They want to see 
their grandchildren play, but 
they can’t travel.

Commissioner Daryl 
Edwards said the salaries are 
a matter of public record and 

Lively discussion 
at joint meeting

can go into the newspaper.  
“We have people who’ve 
worked on road graders for 20 
years and don’t make $19.00 
an hour.  Y’all have upset the 
whole pay scale of the county.  
These salaries are not in line 
with other people’s in the 
county.”

Rooks responded that they 
pay people by skill level and 
demands on them.

Edwards asked if Rooks 
meant that a young man with 
one year experience is worth 
19 dollars an hour and a man 
who’s been running a road 
grader for 20 years is not.   

Commissioners Doug 
Harris commented that some 
of the worst weather Appling 
County has ever had arrived 
on April 24.  The road crews 
worked weekends and long 
hours. He said that roads are a 
part of infrastructure like law 
enforcement and teachers.  
A recreation department is 
benefit and privilege provided 
to the citizens.  

“I’m not against the 
recreation department,” 
Harris said. “But when you set 
a salary of a new position well 
above the essential service 
workers, it’s disturbing and 
not in the best interest of the 
whole community.  When 
the individual was moved or 
promoted, did we advertise 
that position?”       

Recreation Manager 
Wilton McCall said he did not 
advertise because it was in 
house.  A person was laterally 
moved, and he thought 
the person, who had been 
working there for two years, 
was worth it.  People have 
been lost because raises were 
not forthcoming.  He said 
Rozier (the county manager) 

By Mary Ann Ellis

The Appling County 
Commissioners met on May 
4 for their regular monthly 
meeting.  All commissioners 
were present except Theodore 
Wilkerson.  They approved 
the minutes for April and then 
recognized the winners of the 
fifth-grade coloring contest 
celebrating County Awareness 
Month. The purpose was to 
educate children on what 
different departments in 
the county do to serve the 
people, departments like the 
commissioners, the landfill, 
the sheriff’s office, etc.   Many 
entries came in for the contest.  
They narrowed it down to 
Dakia Heller in second place 
and Maria Paulk in first 
place.  Dakia won a ribbon 

and a Walmart gift card as did 
Maria, but Maria also won the 
overall prize as well as another 
gift card.  

County Manager Hayden 
Rozier reported that amnesty 
day at the landfill was a 
big success with 66 trucks 
dumping trash.  Normally, 
they have about 15 trucks on 
Saturday. 

Chandler Morris came 
before the commissioners 
proposing a change in the 
name of a portion of Cecil 
Tyre Road.  He’d like to name 
it for his grandpa, who is 90 
years old.  The board will 
check into it and make the 
necessary changes.

Under new business, 
fireworks will cost $10,180 this 
year from Falcon Fireworks 

and the display will be held on 
July 3.

The commissioners 
have purchased a building 
generator for the new EMA 
building.  They got two 
quotes, one from Cummins 
for $34,490.00 and one from 
Generac for $35,300.00.  They 
went with the low bid. There 
is a  $2,000.00 connection fee 
in addition to the purchase 
cost.  

The Pineland lease will 
remain at $2,300.00 a month, 
and the Haz Mat Response 
fee will remain the same price 
($1,741.90) as last year with 
the City of Douglas.  

Commissioner Doug 
Harris asked what that fee 
entails and was told that if 
someone spills a dangerous 

County Commissioners appoint 

SPLOST Committee members
substance, they will come 
from Douglas and clean it up 
as with the recent spill in Pine 
Grove involving the train and 
a truck.  

Next Rozier asked 
for SPLOST Committee 
appointments, which are as 
follows: District 2 will wait until 
next meeting since Theodore 
Wilkerson is absent; District 
1, Al Murray and Kimberly 
Sharp from Sarah Boatright; 
District 3, Wayne Cannady 
and Roger Branch from Daryl 
Edwards; District 4 will wait 
until the next meeting per 
Harris’ request; District 5, 
Jack Patton and Mike Dyal 
from Charlie Leggett; and 
from Mike Shumans, Jamie 
Gardner and Peggy Miles.

On Tuesday, May 4, the Baxley – Appling County Chamber 
of Commerce held a Grand Opening and Ribbon Cutting 
event for member, Fair Haven and Safe Harbor. The event 
was held at 181 North Main Street. The ribbon cutting was 
well attended by the chamber board of directors, chamber 

members, local law enforcement, and many community 

members. Wayne County Program Manager for Safe Harbor 
Marissa Burgess and Marketing and Community Awareness 
Manager for Fair Haven Kristen Balding along with other staff 
members were thankful for the turnout they had at the event. 

Ribbon Cutting held for Fair Haven and Safe Harbor

See ‘County’ on 6a
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