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On September 21, Baxley Police Chief Jeffery Tay-
lor initiated a traffic stop on a suspicious vehicle at the 
Key West Inn.  The vehicle fled the area and was pursued 
by Chief Taylor, Lt. Hendrix and Sgt. Rozier. The chase 
spanned over nine miles, ending in a cotton field at the 
end of Hoppy Trail. The suspect, Charles Michael Librizzi, 
was taken into custody and found to be in possession of a 
large quantity of suspected methamphetamine.

Librizzi was also wanted by the Screven County Sher-
iff’s Office and the Georgia Bureau of Investigation as a 
suspect in a murder case, which occurred on September 
20, in Sylvania. Librizzi is also charged with trafficking in 
methamphetamine, fleeing and attempting to elude police 
officers, along with other traffic offenses.   

Chief Taylor wishes to thank the Appling County Sher-
iff’s Office for assistance. 
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CHARLES MICHAEL LIBRIZZI

DRUGS RECOVERED FROM LIBRIZZI DURING ARREST.

Pirates swat Yellow Jackets
Long time rival Wayne County rolled into Baxley Friday night looking to upset the undefeated  

Appling County Pirate football team. The Pirates swatted the Yellow Jackets and sent them 

packing by a score of 41-7. See complete coverage of the game and more pictures on page 

11a and on Facebook later this week. Shown above, former Pirate and San Francisco 49er 

football player Dexter Carter joins current senior Toby Taylor (52) for the coin flip prior to the 
start of Friday’s game. Carter was on hand to show his support for the undefeated Pirates. 

The Pirate have an open week and will play again October 8 at Long County.

By Mary Ann Ellis

Ryan Taylor stood in the 
front of the room talking excit-
edly about M.C. Escher, tes-
sellations (an arrangement of 
shapes closely fitted together, 
especially of polygons in a re-
peated pattern without gaps 
or overlapping), and positive 
and negative space. Students 
listened attentively, occasion-
ally commenting.  He then ex-
plained what he wanted them 
to do, demonstrating by doing 
it himself as they watched on 
the new electronic board. 

Taylor explained to me 
privately that he’s only been 
in the classroom three weeks.  
When the system couldn’t find 
an art teacher, he threw his 
hat in the ring.  They told him 
to pass the GACE, the Geor-
gia Assessments for the Cer-
tification of Educators, and 
the job was his, but he had to 
pass first.  He did and moved 
smoothly into his new class-
room.  He went to SCAD and 
majored in sound design, for 
which he’d received a scholar-
ship.  He wanted to be a music 
producer but found most mu-
sicians to live in poverty.  Af-
ter marrying his wife Kandiss, 

he went back for an education 
degree so all their holidays 
would be the same.  He’s been 
teaching engineering and 
audio-video at the high school 
for several years, but he re-
ally wanted to try his hand at 
teaching art. Everybody must 
take a core of art, no matter 
the major.  Now he’s doing 
just that and is happy about it, 

Art classes are back!
but he hopes they can find a 
technology teacher soon.  He 
enjoyed that area, but teach-
ing art was too big a tempta-
tion for him.  He couldn’t re-
sist.   

The class’s first project 
was in black and white be-
cause they started with pencil 
and then moved to charcoal.  

SHONA PATE EXAMINING STUDENT’S WORK AT ACMS.

RYAN TAYLOR INTRODUCES STUDENTS TO ESCHER VIA THE NEW ELECTRONIC 

BOARD AT ACHS.

See ‘Art’ on 7a

By Jamie Gardner

The Appling County Board 
of Education (BOE) met on 
September 20 for their second 
regular meeting of the month. 
The meeting was held at the 
BOE office on Highway 15 
South at 6:00 p.m.

Following a marathon 
hour and a half executive 
session, the board voted on 
a number of items. It should 
be noted that board member 
Dr. Lynn Overstreet left the 
meeting following the execu-
tive session due to another 
commitment. The first item 
the remaining board mem-
bers voted on were shel-
ters for the playgrounds at 
various schools. COO Eddie 
Wynn discussed the bids he 
had received and reported 
Southern Iron Structures, of 
Baxley, submitted the low bid 
at $13,000.00 per shelter. The 
BOE approved the low bid.

Next board members ap-
proved a bid for LED mes-
saging signs to be installed at 
several schools and the BOE 
office. The number of signs 
purchased was five. Two of 
the signs will cost $31,916.00 

Appling Board of Education 
members approve purchases

and three of the signs will cost 
$32,816.00 each. Wynn report-
ed His and Her Sign Company 
of Baxley submitted the bid 
for the signs. The total cost of 
the signs is $162,280.00.

The board approved Dr. 
Scarlett Copeland’s recom-
mendation to hire Kimberly 
Morris as a SPED teacher at 
Appling County High School 
(ACHS), Doug Weisel as a 
SPED inclusion teacher at 
ACHS, and Kyle Mercer, Ja-
cob Hendrix and Jazmine Sar-
tain as lay coaches at ACHS. 
Board members also agreed 
to open three school nutrition 
assistant positions.

The BOE approved a field 
trip request for the ACHS 
Cross Country team to travel 
to Carrollton High School on 
November 4 (vote included 
Overstreet).

Board members approved 
a fundraiser for the Appling 
County School Nutrition Pro-
gram (Overstreet was present 
for this vote).

The board approved the 
FY2022 tuition for out of coun-
ty students.

Superintendent Copeland 
presented Georgia Accredita-
tion Certificates to each coun-
ty school from the Georgia 
Accrediting Commission for 
FY2021/2022.

Dr. Copeland updated the 
board on the latest meeting 
held by the Southern Pines 
College and Career Academy.

The superintendent re-
ported on COVID-19 in the 
school system and showed 
that the numbers continue to 
decrease each week. This past 
week there were 23 positive 
students out of 3,488, and four 
positive staff members out of 
525.

Dr. Copeland also submit-
ted information on two field 
trip requests that will be voted 
upon at the school board’s 
next meeting.

The next meeting will be 
held on October 11 at 8:00 
a.m. at the BOE Office.
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