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COVID-19 TESTING IS ONLY AVAILABLE AS PART OF AN EMERGENCY ROOM VISIT FOR PATIENTS EXPERIENCING SERIOUS SYMPTOMS OF COVID-19

If you are worried, but well, 
please stay home.

For inquires about where to be tested for
COVID-19, please reach out to the

following phone number 
(855)473-4374.

 

If you are sick and think you have been
exposed to COVID-19 call your health care

provider to discuss your exposure and care
options.

 

If you are sick and feel you are
experiencing a medical emergency, go
to your nearest emergency room or call

9-1-1.
 

Examples of emergencies: 
Shortness of breath, chest pain or

pressure, sudden change in mental
status, extremity numbness and

tingling, etc.

HERE COME THE PIRATES!

The Appling County Pirates had a convincing sea-
son opener against Monroe High School Golden 
Tornadoes of Albany, winning 42-6 Friday night. 
For complete coverage of this past week’s game 
and more photos, turn to page 1B. Shown above 
are the Pirates taking the field and on the right is 
William Solomon making a great touchdow catch.
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Pirates take wind 
out of Tornadoes

By Mary Ann Ellis
Chairman Mike Shumans 

called the meeting of the Ap-
pling County Commissioners 
to order at 5:00 p.m. on Thurs-
day, August 19, and called for 
the pledge and invocation.  Af-
terwards, he turned the meet-
ing over to Hayden Rozier, 
County Manager, who stated 
that in September, the group 
would vote for a 12.504 mill 
rate. He then reported that 
they had run the budget in the 
paper and asked if anyone had 
comments or questions about 
it.  

The first person to speak 
was Dedra Hewett.  She asked 
why the commissioners had 
not included the money to 
purchase the equipment to 
livestream the meetings to the 
public.  She said many people 
could not attend the meet-
ings but would like to know 
what’s going on.  The cost of 
the equipment would be about 
$6,000.  There were no com-
ments.

Next Wayne Canady said 
he’d like to go page by page 
through the budget with his 
questions.  He asked for more 
than five minutes.  He asked 
if they challenged the depart-
ments to cut the budget of the 
previous year.  

Rozier said that this year’s 
budget didn’t really increase 
and that they came in almost 
half a million dollars under 
budget last year.

Canady asked if the coun-
ty had done a salary study 
across the county.  He asked 
if the people who are out on 
the streets endangering their 
lives protecting us should not 

be making more money than 
those sitting at desks.  He 
asked if that was fair and equi-
table. He said he agreed with 
the Sheriff’s recent presenta-
tion.  He asked the board to do 
an assessment of salaries for 
next year’s budget planning.

Commissioner Daryl Ed-
wards said they cannot de-
crease one’s salary once it is 
set. 

Canady said the city has 
negotiated their employees’ 
health insurance and thinks 
that the county might do well 
to follow that lead.  It might be 
more effective than the coun-
ty’s method.   

Canady asked who enforc-
es mobile home decals.  

Rozier said they can’t turn 
the power on without the de-
cal.

Other items Canady asked 
about included the following: 
Was the concession stand for 
recreation contracted out?  
Rozier said no, and Canady 
said they should be expecting 
$40,000.00 from that source 
then.

Why are the consultation 
fees for legal auditing up to 
$40,000.00?  Shouldn’t the 
county consider budget bill-
ing for electricity?  

Rozier said they pay for 
it when they use it because 
they have limited income until 
taxes start coming in.  Money 
gets tight in the fall.

At this time, Mike Shu-
mans suggested that Canady 
come in and sit down with 
Rozier to answer these ques-
tions, but he replied that he 
thought the purpose of the 
meeting was to ask his ques-

tions in public.  He came pre-
pared and had no idea that 
there would be a time limit.

Sarah Boatright said she 
has another meeting at 6:00 
p.m.        

Shumans asked if anyone 
else had questions and since 
no one did, he allowed Canady 
to continue.  

He continued by asking 
about the $7,000 uniform al-
lowance for 911 dispatch and 
pointed out that they sit be-
hind desks.  He wonders if 
uniforms are necessary.  He 
asked why Dominion main-
tenance went from $4,000 to 
$16,000 and was told that the 
state sets those fees.  The 
county has no control over 
that.  They must pay them. 

Canady asked about prison 
detail contracts, which cost 
$48,000 per year.  They can’t 
do that when COVID is ram-
pant, so he wanted to know if 
the county paid even when no 
details worked.  Rozier said 
no.

Other questions included 
expenditures for storm dam-
age, costs for staffing at the 
jail, and expenses for recre-
ation.  Specifically, he wanted 
to know if maintenance for the 
old pools will disappear when 
the new pool opens.  Rozier 
said it all depends on whether 
the board votes to keep the 
old pools open.  

He asked about the rent-
al for the probate building, 
which is $30,000 per year.  
There being no more ques-
tions or comments, the meet-
ing ended.

Citizens question county 
budget at public hearing

CONGRESSMAN RICK ALLEN (CENTER) IS SHOWN WITH HIS STAFF MEMBERS KIRK 
BOWEN (LEFT) AND CAM SHEPHERD (RIGHT) AT THE BAXLEY NEWS-BANNER LAST 

THURSDAY.

By Jamie Gardner
U.S. Congressman Rick 

Allen stopped by The News-
Banner office last Thursday 
to update the newspaper on 
current happenings in Wash-
ington and what he has been 
doing while representing the 
citizens of Appling County and 
U.S. House District 12.

“I just got off the phone 
with a debriefing on Afghani-
stan,” said Allen as he took a 
seat in this reporter’s office. 
“I’ve been told that the Taliban 
has said that other countries 
can come get their people, but 
Americans were told not to 
come get their citizens.”

“We also left behind all 
kinds of equipment, including 
Blackhawk helicopters.”

“How many?” I asked.
“Well, let me put it this 

way. The Taliban now has 

more Blackhawk helicopters 
than the entire armed forces 
of Australia,” Allen answered.

The conversation contin-
ued on about Afghanistan and 
I asked the congressman how 
he felt President Biden and 
the administration had han-
dled the situation. 

“It is a total dereliction of 
duty,” the congressman an-
swered. “As a commander in 
chief, I believe he (Biden) has 
created the most problems in 
our history.”

“So why has there been no 
articles of impeachment intro-
duced against the President 
or calls for his resignation?” I 
questioned.

“I guess because we (re-
publicans) don’t have the ma-
jority,” Allen answered. “In ad-
dition, if we do impeach him, 
look at what we got behind 

A candid conversation 
with Congressman Allen

him. If we get rid of her (Vice 
President Harris), then it goes 
to House Speaker Pelosi.”

Congressman Allen re-
ported he has been contacted 
by 122 families living within 
the 12th District seeking help 
to get a family member home 
from Afghanistan.

The discussion then 
turned to the 2022 elections. 
“We (republicans) believe 
there are about 50 democrat 
house members who are in 
trouble and could possibly be 
unseated in 2022 and we are 
working hard to retake the 
House of Representatives.”

Congressman Allen then 
talked about House Speaker 
Nancy Pelosi’s push for a $3.5 
trillion dollar spending bill. 
I asked Allen how America 
pays for such a large spending 

By Mary Ann Ellis
The Appling County Board 

of Education met Monday, 
August 16, with all members 
present.  After the invocation 
and pledge, they adopted the 
agenda as presented.  The 
superintendent, Dr. Scarlett 
Copeland, reported that the 
first two weeks of school have 
gone well.  They recognized 
their Young Georgia Authors, 
Bella Tanner, Aubrey Harrell, 
and Aiden Connell, who had 
already been recognized by 
the board back in the summer. 

Under consent, the board 
approved substitute pay for 
school nutrition, revised Non-
certified pay scale, fundrais-
ers, field trips, and the July 
board minutes. 

Copeland continued with 
an update on COVID, saying 
that the system is still look-
ing good and will continue 
with the daily face-to-face in-
struction for now, but they 
are watching the situation.  It 
could change at any minute.  

Last year they had more staff 
sick and were in danger of not 
having enough teachers for 
the students.  This year so far, 
they are not having that prob-
lem.  It seems to be reversed.  
Safety is a priority, and Jenni-
fer Summerall has a threshold 
at which they would switch to 
another method.  They will ad-
just as needed.

Copeland then presented 
the State of the District up-
date. She said attendance was 
good despite Covid.  Appling 
County was in the ninety-five 
percent or above range for 
all schools. The nutrition pro-
gram went well. The gradu-
ation rate is at an all-time 
high at 92.8.  Completion rate 
for pathways is 99.15. The 
millage has rolled back five 
times.  All six schools are ac-
credited.  Appling has the new 
academy coming.   Through 
ESPLOST the school system 
has built a new Pre-K center, 
built a road connection to US 
#1, built more classrooms and 

Board rolls back 
millage to 12.852

a weight room at the middle 
school, completed the state-
of-the-art track facility, built 
more parking at the sports 
complex, done renovations at 
Fourth District, and added a 
variety of sports, among other 
improvements.  

This year’s CARES money 
paid for classroom supplies, 
put interactive boards in all 
classrooms used for instruc-
tion, bought laptops and desk-
top computers for instruction 
use.  All primary schools have 
new playground equipment 
and there are five new buses.  
The system added art back to 
the middle and high school 
curricula, an additional a cleri-
cal position at ACMS, and two 
more paraprofessionals.  As-
sistant band directors have 
been added to both the mid-
dle and high schools as well.  
They have changed the Pre-K 
teachers’ salaries to equal oth-
ers, increased teacher supple-
ments, built a band shelter 

See ‘BOE’ on 5a See ‘Allen’ on 5a


