
By Mary Ann Ellis

Festival time is here and 
will go on rain or shine! It will 
be open Friday at 5:00 p.m. 
and run until 10:00 p.m. and 
will feature a backyard bar-
becue cookoff.  Don’t miss it. 
Niko Moon will be in concert 
on Friday, Nov. 12, at 5:30 
p.m.  It is free with park 
admission of $10. On-site 
parking is $5; VIP is $25.  
A free shuttle will run 
from the elementary 
complex.  On Saturday 
the festival will begin 
at 9:00 a.m. and close at 
10:00 p.m.  Admission is 
$5 and Jameson Rodgers 
will be in concert at 7:00 
p.m. at the fenced in foot-
ball field at the Ag Center. 
Admission to this concert 
is $20; there are only 3,000 
tickets available.  Get your 
tickets early; they’ll sell out 
fast.  

Hot air balloons will be 
there with tethered rides, but 
there will be no flights this 
year.  The tethered rides will 
b e available unless 

the weather is 
exception-

a l l y 

bad.  
There will be a Kid Zone 

with seven free inflatables, 
and a BMX bike show, which 

was packed last year.  These 
two events will be inside this 
year. The BMX will perform 3 
times on Saturday. You won’t 
want to miss the Poultry Pal-
ace, the chicken show. You’ll 
see chickens that play the pi-
ano, do tricks, have their own 
music and races.  Prepare to 
be amazed. 

The Balloon Lady will be 
making animals from bal-
loons again.  She was a big 

hit last year. Other entertain-
ment will include artisan ven-
dors, food vendors, balloon 
twist hats, mechanical bull, 
hot hair balloon rides, carni-
val rides, Mobile arcade, and 
local talent.

All the festival foods like 
funnel cakes and popcorn 
will be there in assorted food 
trucks.  We want to see all of 
Appling County and friends 
from others turn out to have 
fun.  See you there.
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A SALUTE TO OUR VETERANS
There will be a Veterans Day Parade and Program on Thursday, 

November 11 in Baxley. The parade will begin at 10:30 a.m. and 

will travel from the Appling County Sheriff’s Office to the Appling 
County Courthouse. Following the parade, a Veterans Day Pro-

gram will be held at the courthouse. Please make plans to attend 
these two events and show your support for Appling County Vet-

erans. For more information, please contact Barbara Reynolds at 
(904) 728-3485.

By Mary Ann Ellis

When Al Meadows was a boy, his family 
lived in the same house he lives in now. His 
father and his uncle, Short Reeves, built the 
house, and his dad worked turpentine in addi-
tion to his regular job at 

Hazlehurst Mills to help pay for it. Al gradu-
ated from Appling County High School. He 
comes from a long line of military men, of 
which he is quite proud. He remembers well 
a photo of himself as a small boy wearing an 
army uniform and helmet, standing on the 
front steps. Somewhere in his teen years, he 
roamed a bit from the army ideals, grew his 
hair long, and bought his first Harley. 

One day he approached his dad and said, 
“Dad, I want to go in the military.”

“No,” his father replied simply. “I don’t 
want you to. I don’t want you to go through the 
things I went through.”

“But, Dad, I can,” Al replied, and that very 
day they drove down to Waycross to see a re-
cruiter. 

“I want to be an Airborne Ranger,” Al told 
the recruiter.

The recruiter argued a bit, and finally his 

dad said, “Help my son or we’re walking out.”
Al says he got an Airborne Ranger contract 

from that conversation. He couldn’t start until 
November and that was June. He enjoyed his 
time before leaving but was ready to get on with 
his career. In basic training he had to learn to 
be a number instead of an individual and be-
come a part of a unit. He learned how to jump 
out of airplanes in ’84 and enjoyed it. His first 
assignment was the 2nd Ranger Battalion at the 
beautiful Fort Lewis, Washington area, where 
he spent nine years. Al attended ranger school 
in ’85, graduating as an honor graduate. Ranger 
school is the premier military school of leader-
ship in the country where students must apply 
everything, they know to solve problems. For 
58 days they get one meal a day, are deprived 
of sleep, move from freezing temperatures to 
hot swamps or deserts, and learn a particular 
mentality. They are constantly assessed, some-
one is always watching, and cameras are in the 
woods and elsewhere. 

Al says that when you earn that Ranger Tab, 
you know you have really accomplished some-
thing. It earned Al a place in the special opera-

The makings 
of a veteran

U.S. ARMY (RET) RANGER AL MEADOWS.

Pigs and Pickin’ 
Festival is here
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By Mary Ann Ellis

The Appling County Com-
missioners held their regular 
meeting on November 2 at the 
Ag Center at 5:30 p.m.  After 
the invocation and pledge, 
they recognized the cham-
pion Appling County Middle 
School Ram football team and 
the champion Ram softball 
team.  “Appling County sports 
teams have excelled this year 
and are to be commended,” 
said Chairman Mike Shu-
mans.  He commended the 
coaches and team for the 239 
points scored during the foot-
ball season.  Eighty boys are 
playing football, of which 40 
are eighth graders.  

Leslie Burch then ad-
dressed the commission, re-
porting that Wayne Cannady 
couldn’t be there, and he was 
speaking on his behalf.  He 
mentioned the 911 signs for 
mailboxes and asked about 
the open air open air covered 
agricultural arena and bleach-
ers that the last referendum 
called for.  The people voted 

to build and fund them with 
Special Purpose Local Option 
Sales Tax (SPLOST).  Mike 
Shumans replied that the Live-
stock Association had said 
they didn’t really want them; 
that’s why they haven’t been 
built.  Burch also reported 
that he had gone to fight a 
fire the day before and that 
Appling County has a great 
shortage of firefighters.  He 
recommended a look at our 
recruiting processes and 
training processes.  He says 
the firefighters are not prop-
erly trained.  Older firefight-
ers have gone away, and there 
are none to replace them.  

Knicole Lee reported that 
they have infused over 30 peo-
ple in a month and no infused 
person had to be hospitalized.  
She and her family donated 
$5,000 toward the 911 signs 
and said she submitted the 
project as a part of the USDA 
grant request.  Not having the 
good signs is a detriment to 
rural healthcare.

Christmas decorations will 

County Commissioners 
give workers $500.00

cost the same as last year and 
Mayers’ Florist will be doing 
them.  The commission ap-
proved Boatright’s motion. 
They then discussed holiday 
pay. County Manager said that 
they usually give it around 
Thanksgiving.  Last year they 
got $300.  

Commissioner Boatright 
made a motion to give em-
ployees $1,000 this year and 
Wilkerson seconded, but the 
motion was defeated when 
the other three voted against 
it.  Leggett said that would 
deplete their COVID monies 
and Edwards made a motion 
to give $500.  His motion was 
approved with yes votes from 
Harris, Edwards, and Leggett. 
Boatright and Wilkerson ab-
stained. It was pointed out 
that if they don’t use the mon-
ey, they have to send it back, 
but Leggett said they could 
vote again later if that gets to 
be a problem.   

Rozier said it’s time to re-
appoint a representative for 

See ‘Veteran’ on 3aSee ‘County’ on 7a


