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THE BAXLEY NEWS-BANNER WILL BE CLOSED THURS-

DAY AND FRIDAY OF THIS WEEK FOR THANKSGIVING. THE 

DEADLINE FOR THE DECEMBER 1 ISSUE WILL BE MONDAY, 

NOVEMBER 29, AT 10:00 A.M. HAPPY THANKSGIVING!

By Jamie Gardner

There are only eight teams 

remaining  in the AAA State 

Football Playoffs and one of 

those teams is Appling Coun-

ty. The Pirates advanced to 

the Elite 8 round after defeat-

ing the Cherokee Bluff Bears 

this past Friday night 34-20 in 

Flowery Branch. The team 

will now play Thomson High 

School on Friday, November 

26, at 7:30 in Thomson. 

Senior Quarterback Tay-

len Crosby had a huge night 

against Cherokee Bluff, rack-

ing up 321 yards on 14 rush-

ing attempts and had four 

touchdowns for the Pirates.

Fans are encouraged to 

travel to Thomson on Friday 

night to support the Pirates. 

The Georgia High School As-

sociation will not allow The 

Baxley News-Banner to live 

stream/broadcast the game.

Scoring recap

Cherokee Bluff started 

the scoring off quickly in the 

first quarter at the 10:00 mark. 

The Bears completed a 16-

yard passing touchdown, but 

the point after attempt (PAT) 

failed, making the score 6-0.

The Bears were able to 

score again at the 7:41 mark 

CROSBY RUSHES FOR 321 YARDS, FOUR TOUCHDOWNS

Pirates Elite 8 bound
in the second quarter with a 

four-yard rushing touchdown 

and successful PAT to make 

the score 13-0.

Taylen Crosby went to 

work at the 5:33 mark in the 

second period with a 20-yard 

rushing touchdown. Alex Gar-

cia added the PAT to make the 

score 13-7.

With just 33 seconds re-

maining in the first half, Pirate 

Quarterback Dayson Griffis 

connected with Darris Smith 

for a 24-yard passing touch-

down. Garcia’s kick was good 

making the score 14-13 head-

See ‘Elite’ on 3a

SENIOR PIRATE CHEERLEADER OLIVIA TAYLOR AND OTHER CHEERLEADERS LEAD 

THE PIRATES ON TO THE FIELD AGAINST CHEROKEE BLUFF LAST FRIDAY NIGHT.

SHOWN ARE TEACHERS OF THE YEAR INCLUDING KAREN TILLMAN, AMANDA 

HUTCHESON, TASHA LIVINGGOOD, STACEY HARRIS, ANNA TYRE AND MARTI 

ENGLAND WITH ASSISTANT SUPERINTENDENT DR. SANDY DOMINY.

By Jamie Gardner

The Appling County Board of Education 

(BOE) met for a regular monthly meeting on 

November 15 at the board office located on 

Highway 15. Board member Dr. Areatha Virgil 

was not present at the meeting. 

During the meeting Assistant Superin-

tendent Dr. Sandy Dominy (filling in for Su-

perintendent Dr. Scarlett Copeland who was 

not present) reported that the school system 

continues to show progress with regard to CO-

VID-19. As of November 5 the school system 

had one student positive for COVID-19 with 

six students out on quarantine. The report also 

showed that the system had zero staff mem-

bers out during the same reporting period.

Teachers of the Year

Dr. Dominy recognized the 2022-2023 

Teachers of the Year for each school and the 

district’s Teacher of the Year. Appling County 

Primary School’s Teacher of the Year is Karen 

Tillman. Appling County Elementary School’s 

Teacher of the Year is Amanda Hutcheson. Ap-

pling County Middle School’s Teacher of the 

Year is Tasha Livingood. Appling County High 

School’s Teacher of the Year is Stacey Harris. 

Fourth District Elementary School’s Teacher 

of the Year is Anna Tyre. Altamaha Elemen-

tary School and the Appling County School 

District Teacher of the Year is Marti England. 

(See photo above).

Other business

The BOE recognized a number of groups 

for their recent accomplishments including 

the Region Champion Appling County High 

School (ACHS) Lady Pirate Volleyball Team 

and the State/Region Champion ACHS Lady 

Pirate Softball Team. 

Fundraisers for the ACES Buccaneer Hon-

or Society, ACES fifth grade, ACMS Basketball 

and ACHS CTI were approved by the board.

The 2022-2023 Appling County School Cal-

endar was presented for information and will 

be voted upon at the BOE’s next meeting.

Board members voted to enter into an exec-

utive session for personnel purposes. Follow-

ing the session, the board approved to accept 

the resignation of Sharon Sikes as the book-

keeper at ACPS. The board also approved hir-

ing Amaya Roberts as a receptionist at ACES, 

Sheila Taylor as a paraprofessional at ACES, 

Amanda Washington as a paraprofessional at 

ACES and Angela Denton as a receptionist at 

ACHS. The board opened the bookkeeper po-

sition for ACPS. 

TEACHERS OF THE YEAR HONORED

School system still 

handling COVID well

MORE FRONT PAGE NEWS INSIDE!

By Mary Ann Ellis

Appling HealthCare, like 

other small hospitals around 

the country, would see the 

impact of this new mandate 

announced on November 16 

almost instantly because it af-

fects all the ones that accept 

Medicare and Medicaid. Most 

of these hospitals, includ-

ing Appling Healthcare, are 

struggling along understaffed 

anyway. If more employees 

choose to leave because of the 

mandate, the result could well 

be catastrophic. Administra-

tors of Appling Healthcare are 

worried about the new man-

date that has a deadline of Jan-

uary 4. The mandate with the 

November 22 deadline to be 

vaccinated that affects about 4 

million federal workers across 

the country is not the primary 

concern. That one has been 

put on hold by the court sys-

tem.  

Andrea Graham, Interim 

CEO of Appling HealthCare, 

stated, “This is a federal man-

date issued by the centers for 

Medicare and Medicaid Ser-

vices.  If we don’t comply, we 

will lose Medicare and Med-

icaid funding and our hospital 

would have to close its doors.

Like most rural hospitals 

in Georgia and throughout 

the country, we were already 

understaffed.  If we lose a 

large number of employees 

because of this mandate, we 

would have to shift remain-

ing employees to focus only 

on acute critical care and our 

nursing home. Outpatient ser-

vices would be significantly 

reduced.”

She says they’ve advocat-

ed for everyone to get vacci-

nated, and they’ll continue to 

do it as well.

Appling HealthCare 
nervous about mandate

The Biden-Harris Adminis-

tration is requiring COVID-19 

vaccinations of eligible staff 

at health care facilities that 

participate in the Medicare 

and Medicaid Programs.  

CMS (Centers for Medicare 

and Medicaid Services) an-

nounced the new mandate on 

November 4; it would require 

all eligible staff to have the 

first of two doses by Decem-

ber 6 and the final dose by 

January 4 of 2022.  No staff 

member can provide care af-

ter January 4 if he is not vac-

cinated.  Facilities that fall 

under this regulation must es-

tablish a plan to carry out the 

mandate.  

The White House claims to 

have evidence that vaccine re-

quirements work.  Organiza-

tions with such conditions saw 

their vaccination rates rise by 

See ‘Mandate’ on 3a


