School system monitoring COVID-19

By Mar y Ann Ellis
With all board members present
and the pledge of allegiance and
invocation done, Chairman Stewart
Reeves called the Appling County
Board of Education to order on
August 23, and the members
adopted the agenda after adding
Action Item E, which was shelter
bids.
Under
information
items,
Superintendent
Dr.
Scarlett
Copeland gave the COVID-19
update. They have been running
the reports for about three weeks
now and posting them on Monday.
They include daily reports from
nurses. The only change has been
students who are exposed inside

the school setting; the parents
can decide if they quarantine or
not. If they are exposed outside
it, then they must quarantine.
Parents instead of school staff are
monitoring temperatures this year.
During the second week of school,
they had 40 positive cases among
students and 6 among staff. Week
three had 65 positive cases among
students and 10 among employees.
Copeland says they are still doing
very well. There are enough
teachers there to supervise and
teach. They are mandating masks
on buses with over 50 percent
capacity. Buses are fogged every
week and sprayed daily. Inside the
schools, the usual procedures are

taking place plus seating charts
have been established. Students
are doing physical distancing
and staying home if sick. There’s
parental monitoring, isolation areas
at nurses’ stations, and constant
evaluations by the nurses.
Jennifer Summerall explained
the process, and this explanation
can be found on the system website
https://www.appling.k12.ga.us at
the upper right under If a student or
staff member has known exposure
to a positive COVID-19 case outside
of a school setting (less than 6 feet
for more than 15 minutes), he has
two options: Must Quarantine for
seven days from the last day of
exposure to the positive AND be

tested. Must get either a PCR test
or antigen test on day five or after of
quarantine. If a quarantined student
or staff member receives a negative
test result while in quarantine, he/
she must still remain in quarantine
for a minimum of seven days
AND remain asymptomatic AND
provide negative test results before
returning to school. A copy of the
negative test result will be required
for school re-entry. OR: 2. Must
Quarantine for 10 days from the
last day of exposure to the positive
and remain asymptomatic (no
symptoms) for school re-entry. No
test required.
If a student or staff member
has known exposure to a positive

COVID-19 case in a school setting
(new DPH rule in effect as of
8/2/21) (less than six feet for more
than 15 minutes), then Parent
will be contacted by school for
awareness of exposure; 2. Student
or staff may remain at school as
long as they remain symptom
free; 3. Parent will monitor for
COVID-19 symptoms on a daily
basis; 4. Student or staff must stay
home and call school nurse if they
develop symptoms. This may be
subject to change if positive cases
drastically increase in the school
setting (https://dph.georgia.gov/
administrative-orders).
If a nurse finds a student positive
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ACSO closed
for cleaning

Sheriff Mark Melton announces the Appling County Sheriff’s Office Administrative Department will close for COVID-19
cleaning this week, and into next week. Administrative offices
will close at noon on Thursday, September 2, and reopen at 8:00
a.m. on Tuesday, September 7.
If you need assistance during this time, please call 367-8111
for non emergencies, and 911 for emergencies.

ACHS Homecoming
Parade announced
The 2021 Appling County
High School Homecoming
Parade
is
Thursday,
September 16 at 6:00 p.m.
The parade route will begin at
the red light at Martin Luther
King Drive and Highway 341
(KFC). It will then proceed
straight down Highway 341
ending at the red light in front
of Wal-Mart.

BNB PHOTOS - JAMIE GARDNER

Pirates continue to dominate on the gridiron

The ACHS Pirate football team steamed past the Panthers of
Clinch County, 33-6, Friday night at Jimmy Swain Stadium.
Complete highlights and more photos can be viewed starting
on page 5b. The top photo shows Pirate Cheerleaders Lexi
Steedly, Emma England and Reagan Miles leading Mini
Cheerleading Clinic participants off the field. The bottom left

photo shows Pirate lineman Toby Taylor lifting Jarvis Mims in
the air following a touchdown run by Mims. The bottom right
photo shows running back Dennis Mims applying a forearm
to a Clinch defender on his 63-yard touchdown run. The
Pirates will be at home this week against South Effingham.
Come out and show your support.

A program built on need
By Mar y Ann Ellis
About a week ago, the following letter arrived at The Baxley
News-Banner office. The name has been changed to protect
the identity of the writer, but the facts are the same. It sheds
light on a fairly new program provided by the Georgia Baptist
Children’s Home. Three such homes exist in Georgia and
each has established such a program. The letter follows with
a few minor changes:

“I am addressing this email to Jamie Gardner because I
am unsure where it might be best addressed. My name is
Barbara, and I have an interesting research article that others
may like information on. I was at the eye doctor’s office, and
the nurse asked me what part of Baxley I lived in and if I knew
anything about their social programs. Her family likes to help
out on holidays and other times. She especially asked about

See ‘Need’ on 7a

For those interested in
being in the parade, you may
pick up all required forms and
information in the front office of Appling County High
School or call (912) 367-8610.
To participate in the parade,
all information is needed by
September 13 at 3:30 p.m.
Candy will not be thrown at
the parade.

Fall Kayak
Paddle slated

The Appling County Board of Tourism’s Fall Kayak paddle
is right around the corner. This leisurely 9-mile paddle down
the Altamaha River is scheduled for Saturday, September 18,
2021. The paddle will begin at Eason’s Bluff Landing and end at
Carter’s Bite Landing.
A shuttle bus will leave Eason’s Landing promptly at 8:00
a.m. Paddlers will follow the shuttle in their vehicles to Carter’s
Bite, park and board the shuttle back to Eason’s Landing. Lunch
will be provided at the end of the trip. For a limited time you
can register early and save. If you do not own a canoe or kayak,
rentals can be obtained by calling Larry Brantley at (912) 2943604.
Come on out and enjoy a day on the Mighty Altamaha River
with friends, neighbors and family. Participants can obtain a
registration form at the Baxley-Appling County Chamber of
Commerce, or by visiting baxley.org. For more information,
contact the Appling County Board of Tourism at (912) 367-7731.
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PRESS ASSOCIATION

COVID-19 TESTING IS ONLY AVAILABLE AS PART OF AN EMERGENCY ROOM VISIT FOR PATIENTS EXPERIENCING SERIOUS SYMPTOMS OF COVID-19
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If you are worried, but well,
please stay home.
For inquires about where to be tested for
COVID-19, please reach out to the
following phone number
(855)473-4374.

If you are sick and think you have been
exposed to COVID-19 call your health care
provider to discuss your exposure and care
options.

If you are sick and feel you are
experiencing a medical emergency, go
to your nearest emergency room or call
9-1-1.
Examples of emergencies:
Shortness of breath, chest pain or
pressure, sudden change in mental
status, extremity numbness and
tingling, etc.

