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COVID-19 Antibody Testing &  COVID-19 Testing* 

Now offeringNow offering

(912)367-9841 | 163 East Tollison Street | Baxley, GA | 31513

For antibody testing, schedule an appointment with one of Appling Healthcare's primary care providers. 

COVID-19 testing within the hospital requires a physician order. *Rapid testing not available at this time.

For more details about testing, please contact your primary care provider. 

See ‘Pool’ on 6a

By Jamie Gardner
On Monday, January 4, Ap-

pling County High School Head 
Football Coach and Athletic Di-
rector Rick Tomberlin submitted 
his letter of resignation to Super-
intendent Dr. Scarlett Copeland 

and ACHS 
P r i n c i p a l 
Dr. Gene 
Starr. The 
letter states:

“ A f t e r 
e x t e n s i v e 
c o n v e r s a -
tions with 
my family 
and prayer-
ful consider-

ation, I have decided to retire from 
my position as Athletic Director 
and Head Football Coach at Ap-
pling County High School. With 
the unfortunate consequences of 
the COVID-19 pandemic added 
to the demands of an already 
challenging job, the difficulty of 
commuting one hour and forty 
minutes one way from my home, 
I think it is in the best interest of 
my family and myself to retire. I 
would like for my retirement to be 
effective immediately.

Dr. Starr, I would like to thank 
you for your support and your 
trust through the previous three 
years! Thank you for being a 
friend and ally during my time as 
Athletic Director and Head Foot-
ball Coach.

Dr. Copeland, I would like to 
thank you for the support and 
kindness you have shown me dur-
ing my entire tenure. You have 
been a wonderful encourager and 
confidant to me and I greatly ap-
preciate it!

I want to thank my outstand-
ing assistant coaches and the Ap-
pling County Pirate Touchdown 
Club for their tremendous help 
and support. I would also like to 
thank the entire faculty and staff 
at Appling County High School 
for the welcome, support and en-
couragement!

Finally, I would like to thank 
all the young men in the Appling 
County High School Football Pro-
gram. I have been fortunate and 
blessed to be their Head Football 
Coach!

I wish Appling County High 
School great success in the future 
and I will always be a proud Ap-
pling County High School Pirate!

Power Up Pirates! – Coach T”
Coach Tomberlin had an over-

all record in Appling County of 24-
10. He led the Pirates to the state 
playoffs all three seasons, includ-
ing a trip to the quarterfinals this 
past season. Tomberlin’s career 
spanned a total of 34 seasons for 
nine programs and he had a to-
tal record of 270-129, a .677 win 
percentage. His most impressive 
years as head coach occurred 
during his stint with Washing-
ton County from 1992 – 2005. 
His teams consistently made the 
playoffs and he won three state 
championships at Washington. In 
1994, 1996 and 1997 in addition 
to winning state championships, 
Tomberlin’s teams went a perfect 
15-0 each season.

The Appling BOE accepted 
Tomberlin’s resignation on Mon-
day and opened the position.

Coach T 
retires

Cassandra Hall Carter, PharmD is the 
2021 Grand Marshal of the Dr. Martin Lu-
ther King, Jr. Day Parade. 

Dr. Carter is the wife of Leavy Carter, 
III, mother to Bryce and Brooke, and 
daughter of Mrs. Ora Hall. Dr. Carter 
is a 2001 graduate of ACHS and 2007 
graduate of Mercer University’s Col-
lege of Pharmacy and Health Scienc-
es. She currently resides in the metro 
Atlanta area, works in pharmacy in-
formatics at a local hospital, and is a 
member of Victory Church. She is 
also a member of Delta Sigma Theta 
Sorority, Inc. 

Her parents, the late Dr. Esco 
Hall, Jr. and Mrs. Jacqueline Dickson 
Hall, immersed her and her siblings in 
civic engagement and community ser-
vice from an early age. She is deeply 
rooted in the belief that all people de-
serve to freely exercise their human 
and civil rights and have equal and equi-
table access to education, healthcare, and 
justice. 

Dr. Carter’s passion for social action 
coupled with her rural roots has led her 
back home to Appling County over the 

past few years. Most recently, she has 
worked alongside  others in the commu-
nity as a member of the Appling Vanguard 
organization to coordinate Juneteenth 

commemoration services, voter registra-
tion and education drives, prayer vigils 
and peaceful protests in response to lives 
lost to police brutality, small business 
events, and forum for addressing discrimi-
nation in the community.

Carter chosen as MLK 
Parade Grand Marshal

The Appling County 
Branch of the NAACP will 
celebrate Dr. Martin Lu-
ther King, Jr. Day on Mon-
day, January 18, at 2:00 
p.m., with a parade and a 
brief program to follow. 

The parade line up will 
begin at 1:00 p.m. at the 
Progressive Resource Cen-

ter (70 Jr. High Drive).  Lo-
cal businesses, individuals, 
civic groups and organiza-
tions are invited to partici-
pate in the celebration of 
the life of Dr. King. 

Parade entry forms will 
be available  on Wednes-
day, January 13, from 4:00 
– 6:00 p.m. at the Progres-

sive Resource Center. The 

theme for this year’s pa-

rade is “A time to learn and 

to remember.” 

COVID-19 guidelines 

will be followed and every-

one is encouraged to wear 

a mask and practice social 

distancing. 

Annual MLK Day Parade announced

By Jamie Gardner
During this year’s Appling 

County budgeting process, 
this newspaper questioned 
the county commission mul-
tiple times if the county would 
receive tax revenues from the 
Municipal Electric Authority 
of Georgia (MEAG). MEAG 
owns 15 percent of Plant 
Hatch Nuclear Power Plant.

According to a letter the 
county received in 2003, 
MEAG was not responsible 
for paying ad valorem taxes 
on its 15 percent stake in Plant 
Hatch until existing bonds 

were retired or the year 2020. 
MEAG was sent a tax bill in 
2020.

So what is a 15 percent 
ownership of Plant Hatch 
equivalent to in taxation? Ac-
cording to public records ob-
tained by The News-Banner, 
MEAG submitted payment 
of $2,819,445.21 to Appling 
County on 12/29/2020.  This 
amount was divided between 
Appling County and the Ap-
pling County Board of Educa-
tion. The amount is equivalent 
to approximately three and 
one half total mills of taxation.

County, BOE 
receive additional 
$2.8 million in 
ad valorem taxes

By Jamie Gardner
As previously reported by this newspaper, a federal civil case 

had been filed by Dinetha L. Rayner (plantiff) against the Ap-
pling County Sheriff’s Office and Southeast Correctional Medi-
cal Group (defendants) over the death of Rayner’s late husband, 
Kelsey Rayner, Sr. The suit was filed in April 2019. The lawsuit 
alleged mistreatment of Kelsey Rayner by the defendants that 
ultimately resulted in the death of Mr. Rayner.

The News-Banner has learned that the case has been dis-
missed and that a settlement has been agreed upon between the 
parties. The terms of the settlement have not been disclosed 
and a confidentiality agreement was part of the agreement. The 

News-Banner made an open records request to Appling County 
asking for any records related to the settlement of the case and 
the response we received from the county is that they have no 
public records with regard to a settlement. The newspaper did 
speak with an attorney involved with the suit and the attorney 
confirmed that the county’s liability insurance provider settled 
the case out of court with Dinetha Rayner.

Settlement 
reached in 
Rayner case

By Mary Ann Ellis
On Jan. 4, Appling County came togeth-

er at the Ag Center to pray for its first re-
sponders and elected officials. Sheriff Mark 
Melton hosted the service, as he has done 
for the last four years.  He welcomed every-
one and said that this service is important 
because we come together to pray for and 
about each other.  He encouraged everyone 
to vote their Christian ethics on Tuesday.  
He mentioned the KnowN service being 
held every night in January on Main Street 
across from Rentz and Rentz Insurance and 
invited everyone to attend and celebrate the 
Sanctity of Life.  He also encourages people 
to give their opinions, but not contentiously. 
Romans 13: 1 says, “Let every soul be sub-
ject unto the higher powers. For there is no 
power but from God; the powers that be are 
ordained by God.”

Two people from the Baxley Church of 
God, Lacey Lee accompanied by Javon An-

derson, led praise music that led into the 
program where various ministers from the 
area prayed specifically for different groups.  
The ministers are as follows: Pastor Darron 
Jackson prayed for the Sheriff’s Office and 
the probation office; Pastor Jim Snell for the 
police department; Pastor Ronnie Rentz for 
the Emergency Management Agency; Pas-
tor Sam Bennett for the Emergency Medical 
Service, the emergency room, emergency 
air evacuation, and the Appling Wrecker 
Service; Pastor Robbie Tomberlin for the 
fire departments; Pastor Jonathan Mann for 

County prays 
for its servants

SCENES FROM PRAYER SERVICE.

See ‘Prays’ on 6a

By Jamie Gardner
At the commission’s first 

meeting of the year held Janu-
ary 5, Appling County Com-
missioners Sarah Boatright, 
Theodore Wilkerson, Daryl 
Edwards, Charlie Leggett, 
and new Commissioner Doug 
Harris instructed County 
Manager Hayden Rozier to 
construct the long-awaited 
county indoor pool at Max 
Deen Park. Rozier questioned 
if the pool should be built ad-
jacent to the existing pool at 
Max Deen or if the commis-
sion preferred to construct 
the pool at the Appling County 
Recreation Complex.

Boatright stated that she 
thought it was going to be 
at Max Deen. Rozier added 
that the new pool would be 
built behind the existing pool 
where the old little league ball 

New pool to be 
located at park

field currently sits.
Other business

The commissioners hon-
ored two retirees for their 
years of service to the county. 
The employees were Kim Lott, 
who started with the county 
in 1995, and Ronnie Spell, 
who started with the county 
in 1973. The commission ex-
pressed its appreciation to the 
two men and presented them 
with plaques.

CPA Chris Harris updated 
the commission on the ongo-
ing audit. Harris stated his 
team had been working on the 
county audit for several weeks 
and should have it completed 
on time. 

Wilkerson recommended 
appointing Retha Artis to 
serve on the Department of 
Family and Children Services 


