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RACHEL PETERSON, AGNP-C

NOW SEEING PATIENTS IN BAXLEY
105 E. Tollison St., Suite B, Baxley

For appointments, call (912)367-0102

Rachel is an Adult Gerontology Nurse Praccconer 
who specializes in treacng adult & geriatric pacents

Her services include chronic disease management, health maintenance screenings, acute care, 
women’s health, weight management, physical exams, disease prevennon, and panent educanon. 

Rachel specializes in helping adults manage the aging process and live their best lives.

By Mary Ann Ellis
Supervisor of Elections Shonda Carter was 

working in her office doing election updates at 
5:45 p.m. on Saturday, Oct. 31, preparing for 
Tuesday’s upcoming election. She left for a 
while for dinner, and everything was fine when 
she left.  

“When I returned at 9:30 that evening, the 
office was flooded. Something must have bro-
ken in the water fountain on the wall,” Carter 
said.  “Water was everywhere.”

She notified interim county manager 
Hayden Rozier, the commissioners, and the 
police.  Among those who responded were 
Hayden Rozier, County Commissioner Sarah 
Boatright, Election Board members Roger 
Cain and Samantha Craven, and members of 
Carter’s staff.  Each commissioner appoints 
one person to this Election Board. They moved 
the voting equipment into U-Haul trucks and 
took them to her house where the machines 
were kept all night.  She personally sealed each 

voting machine before it was loaded onto the 
trucks for transport. Carter states that she 
moved them there so she could keep her eye 
on them the whole weekend and that only she 
had keys to the trucks; they were watched all 
night as well.

No absentee ballots were moved; they re-
mained locked in their secure location at the 
election office and were in no danger of being 
damaged by the water.

On Monday morning, the police arrived at 
her house to ascertain that the trucks were still 
secure. They found that nothing had been tam-
pered with, and the machines were delivered 
to the various precincts on Monday morning 
around 9:00 a.m.  The main component of the 
voting equipment never left the office.  Without 
that component, the machines will not operate.  
Carter says the county and city are ready for 
the election on Tuesday.  As for the water foun-
tain, it has been turned off permanently. 

Election office flooded; 
voting machines moved

THREE-TIME CHAMPS!

COACH SHELDON PEARCE WITH IVAN GUZMAN AND RYLAN CAMPBELL.
Last Wednesday the Ap-

pling County High School 
Pirate and Lady Pirate cross 
country teams traveled to 
Jeff Davis Middle School to 
compete in the Region 1-AAA 
Championships.  When it was 
all said and done, the gentle-
men ran away with their third 
consecutive Region Champi-
onship.   The squad scored a 
total of 41 points qualifying 
them for the State Meet on 
November 6 in Carrollton. 
The young ladies also quali-
fied for state finishing third 
in region competition with a 

score of 81 points.
The boys were led by Ivan 

Guzman who was the overall 
region winner and ran one 
of the top five fastest times 
on the Jeff Davis course with 
a time of 16 minutes and 49 
seconds (16:49).  Rylan Camp-
bell was second for the team 
and third overall with a time  
of 18 minutes and 8 seconds 
(18:08).   Both Ivan and Rylan 
were named to the All-Region 
Team with their finishes.   
They were followed by Omar 
Cruz 10th, Jonah Galli 13th,   
Darren Hutcheson 14th, Juan 

Ramirez 15th, and Ojani Gar-
cia 16th.  The first five places 
gave the Pirates a score of 41 
points to win the title for a 
third consecutive year.

Finishing third with a total 
of 81 points, the Lady Pirates 
also punched their ticket into 
the state competition at Car-
rollton.   They were led by 
Irann Castillo who finished 
7th overall in the race.   Join-
ing her at state will be Emory 
Alexander, Josie Gunter, Amy 
Loredo,   Monica Saucedo, 
Rosio Sebastian, and Lydia 
Williams.

PIRATES SHOW OFF THIRD CONSECUTIVE REGION TROPHY IN CROSS COUNTRY.

Pirates move to 7-0!
The Appling County High School football team crushed Tattnall County 70-0 Friday night 
at Jimmy Swain Stadium. The Pirates are now 7-0 on the season and 2-0 in Region 1-AAA 
games. Shown above, Pirate quaterback Jeremiah Holmes (4) prepares to throw a touch-
down pass to Bryson Benton (31). Holmes threw three touchdown passes against Tattnall and 
racked 190 yards in passing. Complete coverage on page 4b.

By Mary Ann Ellis
The Baxley and Appling 

County Hospital Authority 
held its monthly board meet-
ing on October 29.  Board 
Chair Peggy Miles called the 
meeting to order and called 
for the invocation and pledge 
of allegiance before asking 
John Graham, CFO, for the 
financial report.

Graham reported that the 
hospital has had a decline of 
$600,000 since last September 
because of COVID-19. Physi-
cian practices are down the 
most, but in-patient services 
are down about thirty-three 
percent. There is a potential 
for 11 million dollars to be 
added to the bottom line in 
2021 because of COVID funds.  
Those funds must be used up 

by June of 2021.  This month 
was low because of COVID. 
Graham says there is no way 
of knowing what will happen 
with COVID. There could be 
more funds available.  It must 
be used for COVID related 
needs or it will be lost and re-
turned from when it came. 

Randy Crawford, CEO, 
said that currently, 83 patients 
are in the nursing home, but 
Medicare funds will rise when 
they reopen the nursing home 
again, which they will do after 
they finish with the recon-
struction.

Rose Keller, CNO, then 
gave the hospital report, stat-
ing that 161 members of the 
nursing staff went through 
sixteen training stations in 
one day. The fifty-eight who 

COVID funds available 
for Appling HealthCare

did surveys gave positive 
feedback. Hands-on training 
is good. The hospital is a bet-
ter position now.  All positions 
in med surgery, ICU RNs, and 
the ER are filled, even though 
the ER night shift is still do-
ing orientation for some new 
people.  The Senior Care Unit 
still needs help.  Keller said 
that many patients don’t know 
about discharge planning and 
they are working on that as 
well as evaluation of ER doc-
tors.

Pavilion Administrator 
Kim Jowers updated the group 
on the Pavilion.  Two patients 
were admitted this week and 
one last week.  They are test-
ing the staff once a week for 
COVID.  They are waiting on 

The following are arrests made in Ap-
pling County from October 23 through 29.

Oct. 23, Heather Ladawn Adams, 34, of 
Baxley, was arrested for probation violation.

Oct. 23, Crystal Marie Denmark, 40, of 
Uvalda, was arrested for criminal trespass, 
drugs not in original container – misde-
meanor and theft by shoplifting – felony.

Oct. 23, Rodney James Hall, 38, of Baxley, 
was arrested for DUI first offense, endan-
germent of child under 14 (DUI) and failure 
to drive within single lane.

Oct. 23, Catherine Alyna Hamilton, 26, 

County arrests reported
of Baxley, was arrested for driving while li-
cense suspended or revoked (misdemean-
or), knowingly driving motor vehicle on 
suspended, canceled or revoked registration 
and possession and use of drug related ob-
jects.

Oct. 23, Lisa Jane Yawn, 56, of Baxley, 
was arrested for probation violation.

Oct. 24, Joshua Lewis Durrance, 25, of 
Baxley, was arrested for possession of meth-
amphetamine.

Oct. 24, Crystal Lynn Grider, 26, Home-

See ‘Arrests’ on 3a
See ‘Funds’ on 3a


