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PARAMEDICS / EMS

IMMEDIATE OPENINGS!
Apply today at www.ahcs.org/jobs/ or contact H.R. at (912)367-9841, ext. 2601.

Join this amazing team of Healthcare Heroes!

Happy Thanksgiving
THE BAXLEY NEWS-BANNER WILL BE CLOSED THURSDAY AND 

FRIDAY OF THIS WEEK FOR THANKSGIVING. THE DEADLINE FOR THE 

NOVEMBER 30 ISSUE WILL BE MONDAY, NOVEMBER 28, AT 10:00 A.M. 

PUBLISHER JAMIE GARDNER AND THE ENTIRE STAFF OF THE BAXLEY 

NEWS-BANNER WISH YOU A HAPPY THANKSGIVING.

ELITE 8 BOUND!

THE PIRATES ENTERING THE FIELD FRIDAY NIGHT.

By Jamie Gardner

Let the turkey settle, then 
load up the car and travel with 
the Appling County Pirate 
football team Friday evening 
to LaGrange to watch our 
Appling County Pirates take 
on the Callaway High School 
Cavaliers in the third round 
(Elite 8) of the AA State 
Playoffs. The Pirates will need 
as much fan support as they 

can get on the road this week.
Appling defeated 

Northeast High School, of 
Macon, this past Friday night 
at Jimmy Swain Stadium, in the 
second round of the playoffs, 
by a score of 35-13. The Pirate 
offense took a little while to 
get rolling in the opening 
quarter but settled in and 
soundly defeated Northeast 
35-13. The Pirate defense 

Pirates defeat Northeast in 2nd 
round, face Callaway this week

had another good game only 
allowing two touchdowns from 
the big team from Macon who 
has one of the top rushers in 
the state.

Callaway defeated Fannin 
County in their second-round 
matchup, 20-13. The Cavaliers 
lost three games early in the 
season but went on to win 
Region 5AA, going 6-0 against 

See ‘Pirates’ on 12a

VARIOUS SCHOOL OFFICIALS AND DIGNITARIES PARTICIPATE IN GROUNDBREAKING.

Southern Pines College and Career 
Academy (SPCCA) hosted a groundbreaking 
ceremony on its future campus site on 
November 15.  Southern Pines College and 
Career Academy is a collaboration among four 
local school systems (Appling, Bacon, Jeff 
Davis, and Wayne Counties) in conjunction 
with a postsecondary partner (Coastal Pines 
Technical College) and local businesses 
and industries to address local workforce 

development needs.  
“Appling County School District was proud 

to take the lead on this major endeavor that 
will greatly impact our workforce development 
pipeline in all four counties.  SPCCA will also 
build capacity for economic development in 
rural Southeast Georgia involving all partners.  
We look forward to the full project becoming 
a reality in the near future,” stated Dr. Scarlett 

SPCCA hosts groundbreaking

See ‘SPCCA’ on 7a

By Mary Ann Ellis

On November 17, 
the Appling County 
Commissioners met at the 
County Annex for a called 
meeting, the purpose of which 
was to interview the top three 
candidates for the position 
of County Manager.  They 
moved into executive session 
at 9:05 a.m. and stayed there 
until approximately noon.  
Upon their return, they voted 
themselves back into regular 
session, announced the top 
three candidates, and gave me 
copies of the resumes.

Councilman Doug Harris, 
who led the meeting in 
Chairman Shuman’s absence, 
said they would meet again 
on December 5, fourteen days 

after the announcement of the 
candidates as required by law, 
to announce their choice to fill 
the position.  He then declared 
the meeting adjourned.

There follows below a brief 
profile of each man taken from 
his resume for you, the people, 
to evaluate and speak to your 
commissioner about during 
the next fourteen days.  On 
December 5, they will meet 
again and possibly announce 
their choice for the position 
and offer him the job. In order 
for him to be your choice 
too, you can study these and 
contact your commissioner 
with your choice.  

Thomas Barnard is a 
28-year veteran with the 
Georgia Department of 

County announces
top three candidates

Natural Resources in Law 
Enforcement.  He worked his 
way up through the ranks, 
and when he reached captain, 
he supervised uniform patrols 
for east central and northeast 
Georgia.  He served as 
statewide police coordinator 
and supervised the 
department’s body recovery 
team.  He was later promoted 
to the rank of Colonel, Director 
of the Law Enforcement 
Division, where he managed 
a budget of $32 million and 
was responsible for 240 sworn 
and 24 non-sworn officers.  He 
holds a Bachelor of Science in 
Criminal Justice from Liberty 
University in Lynchburg, 
Virginia.  Some of his awards 

See ‘Top’ on 3a

Longtime Appling 
Healthcare employee Mary 
Herrington was awarded the 
prestigious Georgia Hospital 
Heroes Lifetime Achievement 
Award at the Georgia Hospital 
Association’s (GHA) Hospital 
Hero Awards celebration on 
Nov. 11 in Atlanta. 

She was the only 
healthcare worker in the 
state to receive the award. 
Mary was recognized for her 
longtime dedication to the 
healthcare field, with more 
than 50 years of service to 
Appling Healthcare and the 
community.

Mary began working in 
the hospital’s business office 
back in 1971 and has worked 
in various departments 
ever since, including E.R. 
admissions, administration, 
and the Pavilion nursing 
home. Mary’s roles have 

Mary Herrington receives 
Lifetime Achievement Award

HERRINGTON WITH ANDREA GRAHAM, APPLING HEALTHCARE CEO, 

AND LEE LEWIS, SECRETARY OF THE HOSPITAL BOARD.
See ‘Award’ on 3a


