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On Friday, August 7, the fire department responded to a fire 
on Troupe Street in Baxley. On arrival it was found that the 

fire had damaged a vehicle and two structures. No one was 
home at the time and no injuries were reported.

Fire claims car and structures

By Jamie Gardner

The Appling County Com-
missioners met at the Appling 
Ag Building, located on High-
way 15 South, on Tuesday, Au-
gust 3, at 5:30 p.m. The venue 
change for the meeting was 
due to the number of people 
who were expected to attend 
the meeting, and to allow for 
social distancing. Guests in-
cluded state participants in 
recreation swimming, golf 
and tennis. These individu-
als were recognized for their 
achievements and presented a 
plaque by the commissioners.

The commissioners also 
honored Warren “Preacher” 
Swinson who has announced 
his retirement. Swinson has 
been employed by Appling 
County as a motor grader op-
erator for 20 years. Swinson 
thanked the county commis-
sioners and added that he 
graded roads in Coffee Coun-
ty for 25 years, 20 years in Ap-
pling and said, “That’s about 
enough of grading roads.”

During public input, 
Denice McClain spoke to the 
commissioners regarding the 
neglected cedar tree located 
on the courthouse grounds. 
McClain reported that the 
late Lewis Parker donated 
the tree in 1980 and had pre-
viously given permission for 
the tree to be removed. She 
added that she had confirmed 
this with Parker’s son Kevin 

Commissioners 

honor athletes
as well. McClain suggested 
that the tree be removed and 
replaced with a Thuja Green 
Giant evergreen. She stated 
that the Pine Forest Garden 
Club would be happy to assist 
with the landscaping around 
a new tree. In addition she 
suggested that if the current 
tree is removed, it could be 
turned into a bench in honor 
of Parker and she stated she 
had found a volunteer to pos-
sibly make the bench.

Auditor Cole Harris up-
dated the commission on the 
now completed county audit. 
Harris stated that the county 
stayed well within its budget 
for the past year and added 
that the county is in very good 
shape.
Other business

The commissioners voted 
unanimously to approve a new 
Deputy Clerk position. (Com-
missioner Theodore Wilk-
erson was not present at the 
meeting.)

Following the approval of 
the new Deputy Clerk posi-
tion, County Manager Hayden 
Rozier recommended board 
members approve Julie Scar-
borough to the position. The 
commissioners unanimously 
approved the recommenda-
tion.

At the last meeting the 
commissioners had agreed to 
proceed with purchasing two 

By Mary Ann Ellis

Out beside Community 
Bank of Georgia, on West 
Parker Street in the edge of 
Baxley, sits an Appling County 
School bus with a large sign 
on its side that reads: Drivers 
needed: Positions Available!!  
Training Provided.  More in-
formation on applying for the 
jobs follows.  Counties across 
the state are desperate for 
drivers.  So are most places in 
this country.  

Appling County has plenty 
of air-conditioned buses, but 
too few drivers to transport its 
students to school every day 
and on field trips as they arise.  
With the football season be-
ginning, even more buses are 
needed.  So far, says Richard 
Riddle, Transportation Di-

rector for the school system, 
they have managed by run-
ning double and triple routes 
as needed.  Most of the city 
routes are fairly short, so the 
drivers that run those routes 
take those students home 
and then come back to carry 
another load waiting at the 
school.  Eventually they get 
everyone home.  

Last year Appling County 
lost two drivers to death and 
one retired.  Others were wor-
ried about COVID and found 
other jobs or decided to stay 
home.  Riddle says they do 
have four new potential driv-
ers who will begin the training 
process next Wednesday. If 
they all succeed and become 
officially licensed, they will 
improve the situation tremen-

dously.  The requirements for 
a school bus endorsement are 
rather rigid.  All applicants 
must meet the following en-
dorsements:

* Take and Pass the gener-
al knowledge tests for obtain-
ing a CDL

* Take and Pass the “Pas-
senger” vehicle and “School 
Bus” endorsement knowledge 
exams

* Must take a driving skills 
test in a school bus of the 
same vehicle group, as the 
school bus applicant will drive

* Applicants who intend to 
drive a school bus for a pub-
lic school system, may pres-
ent the signed and notarized 
Form DDS-1233 to waive the 
$35 application fee

* The following fees would 

still be required: 
 - Road test fees ($50)
 - License fees ($20)
 - Endorsement fees ($5 

each)
They have 16 hours of 

classroom training including 
tests on the material, which 
is a statewide curriculum.  
Every driver in Georgia must 
pass the same requirements.  
They must drive seventy 
hours with a trainer and then 
seventy hours without.  

After all the local training 
is finished, the trainees are 
sent to Camden County to 
be tested on the bus.  If they 
pass, they must wait one day 
and can then go to the division 
of Motor Vehicles for final li-
censing, which is a Class B. 

Bus drivers needed!

PUBLIC SCHOOL BUS PARKED ON WEST PARKER STREET ADVERTISES FOR DRIVERS.

As a result of routine weekly COVID-19 testing, the Appling 
Nursing and Rehabilitation Pavilion reports three new cases of 
coronavirus among residents and no results are pending. As a 
precautionary measure, the nursing home also tested residents 
who reside on the same hall. These test results came back neg-
ative. Nursing home residents will continue to be tested on a 
weekly basis or upon onset of symptoms, until further notice. 

The nursing home has also confirmed one positive COV-
ID-19 case among employees, with no test results pending.  

All employees at the facility are continuing to be screened 
for respiratory illnesses and temperatures twice a day; at the be-
ginning of their shift and in the middle of their shift. Residents 
are continuing to be screened three times a day. Environmen-
tal Services is continuing to clean all high-touch surfaces three 
times a day. 

Additionally, Appling Healthcare reports five cases of CO-
VID-19 among hospital employees and no test results are pend-
ing.

If you have questions or concerns, message Appling Health-
care via Facebook. Your message will be immediately routed to 
the appropriate department. Another option is to send an email 
to covid19@appling-hospital.org. Your email will automatically 
be routed to the nursing home administration team, as well as 
hospital staff. 

If you prefer to call the hospital or the nursing home, please 
understand that employees are focusing on hands-on patient 
care. Call the main hospital phone number, (912)367-9841, and 
then reach the administration team through their direct exten-
sions: 

- Appling Healthcare Administration Office, ext. 1201
- Kim Jowers, Pavilion Nursing Home Administrator, ext. 

2402
- Melina Edmund, Pavilion Director of Nursing, ext. 2410

Appling Healthcare 
confirms increase 
in COVID-19 cases

See ‘County’ on 7a
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ATTENTION PIRATE FOOTBALL FANS! THE APPLING COUNTY HIGH SCHOOL PIRATE FOOTBALL TEAM WILL TRAVEL TO 

BACON COUNTY FRIDAY NIGHT TO SCRIMMAGE THE BACON COUNTY HIGH SCHOOL RED RAIDERS. 

HERE’S YOUR CHANCE TO GET A PREVIEW OF THIS YEAR’S TEAM.

By Jamie Gardner

Visitors to county-owned facilities should be prepared to 
mask up. On August 2, Chief Superior Court Judge Stephen 
Scarlett issued a new operating plan for the Brunswick Judicial 
Circuit. Judge Scarlett’s letter to the circuit is as follows:

“In an attempt to keep in line with the ever-changing guid-
ance issued by the CDC for safer practices regarding COVID-19, 
the Brunswick Judicial Circuit’s Operating Plan, as amended on 
June 30, 2021, is hereby AMENDED, as follows:

“To maximize protection from the Delta variant and prevent 
possibly spreading it to others, you should wear a mask indoors 
in public area in an area of substantial or high transmission. Pur-
suant to the current CDC data, the counties in the Circuit have 

been deemed a high transmission area. Therefore, all visitors to 

a courthouse or a courthouse annex in this Circuit, regardless 

of vaccination status, are required to wear a mask. Appropriate 

social distancing practices will continue to be observed for all 

in-person court proceedings.

“This update shall become effective August 2, 2021, and 

shall remain effective until further order of the Court.”

In Appling County this plan will impact the Appling County 

Courthouse, Appling County Courthouse Annex and the Ap-

pling County Ag Center, which are all utilized by the Brunswick 

Judicial Circuit. Visitors to these facilities will be required to 

wear masks upon entering.

VISITORS TO COUNTY-OWNED FACILITIES WILL BE REQUIRED TO WEAR MASKS

Judge updates Court’s COVID-19 plan


