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ACHS Pirates dominate 

scrimmage against Bacon

PIRATE QUARTERBACK PATRICK CROSBY HANDS THE BALL OFF TO RUNNING 

BACK JARVIS MIMS FRIDAY AGAINST THE RED RAIDERS.

The Appling County High School Pirate 
football team traveled to Alma this past Friday 
evening to face off against the Bacon High Red 
Raiders. It was all Appling from start to finish. 
The Pirates, under the direction of new Head 
Coach Jordan Mullis, were firing on all cylin-
ders on both sides of the pigskin. The offense 
seemingly scored at will and the defense was 
simply stifling. Appling County scored 41 to-
tal points in the scrimmage to Bacon’s three 

points.
The Pirates will open the regular season this 

week at home against Monroe High Golden 
Tornadoes. The Tornadoes are a AAAA school 
from Albany. Kickoff is slated for 7:30 p.m.

The Baxley News-Banner will be broadcast-
ing this week’s game. You can watch the broad-
cast on our Facebook page or on our YouTube 
Channel. Our pregame show should begin 
around 7:00 p.m.

FAN SUPPORT FOR THE PIRATES IS ALWAYS STRONG AS EVIDENCED ABOVE. 

THERE WAS NOT ENOUGH ROOM FRIDAY NIGHT IN ALMA FOR ALL THE PIRATE 

FAITHFUL.

THE PIRATE BRIGADE AND THE PIRATE CHEERLEADERS KEPT THE AUDIENCE 

FIRED UP ALL NIGHT.

By Mary Ann Ellis

After the invocation and 
the pledge of allegiance to 
the flag, Chairman Stewart 
Reeves called for the adop-
tion of the agenda last Mon-
day morning for the Appling 
County Board of Education 
meeting.  All board members 
were present except Justin Or-
vin who came in later. There 
being no changes needed, 
they approved it and approved 
all the items under the con-
sent agenda (items already re-
viewed), which included fund-
raisers, weight room, and the 
Appling Federal CTAE Grant 
Local Plan Budget approval 
for FY22.

The board tentativly ap-
proved the FY2022 Budget. 
The General Fund shows 
an expected revenue of 
$35,267,847.00 with expendi-
tures of $37,356,882.66. The 
board had an anticipated fund 
balance of $12,500,000.00 as 
of July 1, 2021 and is project-
ing to have a fund balance of 
$10,410,964.35 as of June 30, 
2022.

Dr. Scarlett Copeland re-
ported on the beginning of 
school.  She said the open 
houses were well attended, 
there was much preparation 
for safety, and the first week of 
school went well.  The city and 
county helped them get ready 
by doing some extra mowing 
for them.  Senior parents met 
in the parking lot on the first 
day of school to prepare pan-
cakes and sausage for the se-
niors to get them off to a great 
start.  All students are eating 
free this year. Safety plans 
have been reviewed and up-

dated.  Any changes go onto 
the website for the public to 
see. They are asking parents 
to monitor temperatures and 
symptoms of their children. 
The school system is encour-
aging social distancing, hand 
sanitizing, and seating charts: 
masks are highly recom-
mended in all areas.  Masks 
are required on the buses.  

Dr. Copeland gave the 
SPCCA update and said that 
the architectural drawings 
have been tentatively ap-
proved by the state.  They 
held their second required 
meeting, which was two hours 
long.  The trainers were Frank 
Hinson and Cathy Myers; they 
reviewed the responsibilities 
of the board.  

The superintendent re-
ported that Senator Blake Til-
lery brought Georgia flags for 
the central office and all six 
schools in the system.  

Curriculum director Deb-
ra Lawrence gave updates, 
saying that ELA resources will 
include 200 phonics words 
that do not follow the rules 
of pronunciation.  Usabil-
ity for teachers and students 
were considered in advance. 
They addressed Wonders into 
Reading, Wonders and Book-
marks.  The area of math will 
see some big changes in the 
new standards. They were 
published in ‘20 and ‘21 for 
public comment. Some of the 
comments complained that 
they were not developmen-
tally appropriate for the age 
groups, and there were too 
many to teach.  They will be 
changed and published again 
on July 22, then posted again 

Board of Ed approves 
tenative FY22 budget

in August. Parents will again 
be able to comment.  If all 
goes well, the new standards 
will be implemented in 2022.            

Special Education Direc-
tor Pam Thomas and FP 
Director Norma Cortes up-
dated the board on summer 
school.  Specific require-
ments exist for migrant and 
special education students to 
attend summer school. For 
example, ESOL students who 
scored below the 50th per-
centile were eligible.   Unfor-
tunately, attendance was not 
very good this year.  The aver-
age number per day was 181.  
Student data drove the in-
struction, and they continued 
safety measures just like the 
ones used during the regular 
school year.  Four hundred 
students were invited to at-
tend.  Some parents called just 
before school started and the 
children were accepted.  No 
one was turned away.        

Next Dr. Sandy Dominy 
updated the board on tech-
nology.  They have installed 
desktop computers in the 
labs, and interactive boards (a 
huge computer) are currently 
being placed in the class-
rooms. Teachers don’t have 
to turn off the lights to use 
them, and more than one per-
son can work on them at the 
same time. There was a prob-
lem with small children re-
membering their user names 
and passwords, but they’ve 
worked that out. They worked 
out a code to use at school and 
at home so students can sign 
on in both places without com-

See ‘BOE’ on 7a

The following are arrests 
made in Appling County from 
August 6 though 12.

Aug. 6, Sidney Carlton 
Jackson, 62, of Baxley, was 
arrested for simple assault – 
family violence.

Aug. 6, Jesus Garcia Marti-
nez, 34, of Baxley, was arrest-
ed for driving without a valid 
license (misdemeanor) and 
windshields and windshield 
wipers required.

Aug. 6, Kiara Monique 
McGee, 26, of Baxley, was 
arrested for theft by taking – 
misdemeanor and disorderly 
conduct.

Aug. 7, Derick Lewis Cor-
ley, 24, of Vidalia, was arrested 
for battery (coming off bond), 
criminal trespass (coming off 
bond), giving false informa-
tion or false name (coming 
off bond), theft by receiving 
stolen property (coming off 
bond), drugs not in original 
container – misdemeanor, 
possession of a schedule I 
controlled substance and pos-
session and use of drug relat-
ed objects.

Aug. 7, Alejandro Godinez, 

18, of Baxley, was arrested for 
failure to drive within single 
lane, furnishing, purchasing, 
and possession of alcoholic 
beverages by persons below 
legal age, no insurance and 
driving without a valid license.

Aug. 7, Catherine Alyna 
Hamilton, 27, of Baxley, was 
arrested for possession of a 
schedule I controlled sub-
stance and drugs not in origi-
nal container – misdemeanor.

Aug. 7, Brian Allen Land, 
49, of Baxley, was arrested for 
disorderly conduct.

Aug. 7, Michael Anthony 
Newell, 37, of Hazlehurst, was 
arrested for failure to appear 
for fingerprintable charge – 
felony.

Aug. 7, Koby Dylan Watts, 
26, of Hazlehurst, was arrest-
ed for possession of metham-
phetamine.

Aug. 8, Jena Marie Brown, 
34, of Jesup, was arrested for 
failure to drive within single 
lane, leaving the scene of acci-
dent (hit and run) and driving 
under the influence of alcohol.

Aug. 8, Christian Lane 
Harden, 24, of Baxley, was ar-

rested for disorderly conduct 
– local ordinance.

Aug. 8, Rebecca Diane 
Lee, 37, of Glennville, was ar-
rested for probation violation.

Aug. 10, Clarence Henry 
King, 26, of Baxley, was ar-
rested for failure to appear for 
fingerprintable charge – mis-
demeanor.

Aug. 11, Triston Lake Jar-
riel, 23, of Nicholls, was ar-
rested for disorderly conduct 
– local ordinance and obstruc-
tion 42-12-C.

Aug. 12, Jeffery Brazell, 
49, of Baxley, was arrested for 
theft by conversion – misde-
meanor.

Aug. 12, Ned Daniel Deen, 
53, of Baxley, was arrested for 
aggravated assault.

Aug. 12, Robert Austin 
Hillard, 20, of Douglas, was 
arrested for failure to drive 
within single lane, open con-
tainer in vehicle, possession 
and use of drug related ob-
jects, purchase, possession, 
manufacture, distribution, or 
sale of marijuana and driving 
under the influence of alcohol.

Frequently wash
or sanitize your hands

Wear a mask in 
public areas

Social distance 
at least 6 Feet 

If you are sick, stay home 
and call your 

health care provider

Traffic violations, disorderly 
conduct, theft top arrests

FRONT PAGE NEWS 
CONTINUES INSIDE


