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By Jamie Gardner

There was a long period of discussion between Appling 
County and the State of Georgia prior to the two entities enter-
ing into a contract with Prime Contractors, of Powder Springs, 
to remodel the Appling County Public Library. That renovation 
contract was signed March 16, 2020. This was the official start 
of the renovation project that has now surpassed 18 months, 
and current estimates are that it will be another month before 
the doors to the facility finally reopen. 

The architect, Fry Design Group, submitted the original de-
sign drawings for the renovation project on July 2, 2019.

After talking with County Manager Hayden Rozier, I learned  
there have been a number of obstacles during this entire night-
marish process including having to make a major shift in the 
renovation due to a poor design in the original wall construc-
tion. This shift required the contractor to basically demolish 
everything except the foundation, poles holding the roof and 
the roof itself. 

In this reporter’s opinion watching the amount of work 
poured into the building over the past year and a half, which 
is across the street from the newspaper, it may have saved the 
state and county money to just demolish the building and start 
from scratch. Probably not, but at one point you could see all 

the way through the building from one end to the other. There 
were no walls.

Other factors that have slowed this project have been CO-
VID-19 and the worksite foreman left the job halfway through 
the project, according to Rozier.

The current hold up is several electrical outlets that are ex-
posed coming up out of the floor at the facility. According to Alli-
son Lott Murray, who has been assisting with design and layout 
of the remodeled building, these electrical outlets were put in 
by the architect and were supposed to be used for computer 
stations. However, Murray states that the Okefenokee Regional 
Library System did not include the stations in the furniture that 
has been sent for the renovated facility. Therefore the exposed 
electrical wires will need to be put back in the floor, which by 
the way is complete. Rozier states that Sellers Electrical has 
been contracted to fix the electrical issues, but is currently 
awaiting parts to come in and they are not expected to come 
in for several weeks. Therefore the library is in limbo as to an 
official opening until the parts arrive, but Rozier optimistically 
hopes it will be within the next month. Murray also noted that 
of the furniture the library has received is mainly new shelv-
ing and nothing else. Therefore Murray said she is having to 
repurpose and piecemeal what was remaining the old furniture 
that was originally in the library before the renovation began, if 
it can be found that is.

So how much has been spent on this project to date? The 
state originally put up $900,000.00 and the county’s matching 
part of the project grant was $185,000.00. In addition there was 
an additional MRR Grant that chipped in another $100,000.00. 
When the issues were discovered with the original wall design 
the county voted on August 4, 2020 to approve a change order 
from the contractor in the amount of $230,386.96. The funds for 
the change order came from the county’s Maintenance, Reno-
vation and Repair Funds and the county’s Contingency Funds. 
There have been a few other minor expenses paid out by the 
county bringing the grand total of the library renovation to 
$1,432,378.33.  Prime Contracting’s original agreed upon and 
signed contract was $1,075,852.07.

Prime Contracting’s portion of the remodel is finished ac-
cording to Rozier. The county has signed off on the remodel and 
the punch list items have been completed by the contractor.

When will the library be open? Again, the current expectation 
is one month. But with the way this project is going, who knows.

What a 
nightmare

A SIGN AT THE CORNER OF PARKER STREET AND 

PARK AVENUE TELLS THE CURRENT STATUS.

Homecoming Queen 

crowned
Above, Raniyah Jones was crowned the 2021 Appling 

County High School Homecoming Queen during halftime 

of Friday night’s annual Homecoming football game. Jones 

is shown with the other young ladies who were vying for 

the crown. They are, l-r,  Riley Horne, Natalee Carter, Sa-

die Smith, Ja’Nyssa Andrews, Mia Gruber, Jones, Allie Sim-

mons, Hannah Crowe, Yuliana Bautista and Heidi Anderson. 

Grand Marshal honored
Right, Janet Carter was honored prior to the start of Friday’s 

football game at Jimmy Swain Stadium. Carter was select-

ed as the 2021 ACHS Homecoming Grand Marshal. She is 

shown with Principal Dr. Gene Starr. Carter spent 25 years 

in education and all of those years were at Appling County 

High School where she played many roles including teacher, 

coach and friend to many.

PIRATES MOVE TO 5-0 ON SEASON. 
SEE PAGE 11A

By Jamie Gardner

Appling County Board of 
Education (BOE) members 
Stewart Reeves, Justin Orvin, 
Sabrina Turner and Dr. Lynn 
Overstreet met for a regu-
lar monthly meeting at 8:00 
a.m. on Monday, September 
13 at the BOE office located 
on Highway 15 South. Board 
member Dr. Areatha Virgil 
was not present at the meet-
ing. 

During the meeting the 
board voted unanimously 
to approve the FY2022 Bud-
get. The expenditures for 
the school year are project-
ed at $53,881,613.02. The 
anticipated revenue is pro-
jected to be $49,852,750.90. 
The overall budget includes 

$37,356,882.66 in General 
Fund spending, $6,525,000.00 
in Capital Projects spending 
and $9,999,730.36 categorized 
as Special Projects. The antici-
pated fund balance as of July 
1, 2021 was $20,900,000.00 
(for all accounts) and 
$12,500,000.00 for General 
Fund, $5,700,000.00 for Capi-
tal Projects and $2,700,000.00 
for Capital Projects. The pro-
jected total fund balance for all 
accounts for June 30, 2022 is 
$16,871,137.88.
Other business

The board approved 
changes to Policy IDE(3), 
which involves Competitive 
Interscholastic Activities 
for Grades 6-12, and Policy 
GARH, which pertains to Em-

ployee Leaves and Absences.
Fundraisers were ap-

proved for the Appling County 
High School (ACHS) Football 
Cheerleaders, several fun-
draiser requests for ACHS 
Track and Field and Cross 
Country Team and two re-
quests from the ACHS Future 
Farmers of America (FFA).

Under information items, 
Superintendent Dr. Scarlett 
Copeland updated board 
members on COVID-19’s im-
pact on the school system. Dr. 
Copeland showed data from 
the past five weeks of school 
and noted the school system 
is showing a decline in COV-
ID-positive cases.

The superintendent in-
formed the BOE of coming 

BOE approves $53 million budget
changes with math standards 
recently adopted by the Geor-
gia Department of Education. 
The standards have been re-
vised based on a citizen-led, 
student-focused effort that 
was first announced in 2019. 
The state department of edu-
cation will now begin the task 
of reviewing English/Lan-
guage Arts standards.

Dr. Copeland reported Ap-
pling County Middle School 
(ACMS) was awarded a 
$10,000.00 Rural Education 
Fund Grant. ACMS’s Project 
ABC Literacy project will en-
gage with community part-
ners, including First District 
RESA, The Baxley News-Ban-

See ‘BOE’ on 5a

By Mary Ann Ellis

Senator Blake Tillery, of Vidalia, held a Town Hall meet-
ing in Jesup on Tuesday, September 14, at Altamaha Steak and 
Seafood Restaurant.  He currently serves as Vice Chair on the 
Government Oversight Committee and is also on the Senate 
Judiciary Committee.  He says that the single issue that he 
hears most about currently from his constituents is the last 
presidential election. Was it fair? Is it being investigated?  The 
people want to know, and Tillery feels the need to keep them 
informed.  He brought with him John Gordon to speak to the 
issues in question. Senator William Ligon of Camden County 
came along to report on what he saw during the election.

Ligon began speaking by reminding his audience of the 
current state of affairs in the USA. The southern border is 
open, and the drug cartels are smuggling untold amounts of 

Senator holds townhall meeting

LARGE CROWD ATTENDS JESUP MEETING.
See ‘Meeting’ on 5a


