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By Jamie Gardner

The Appling County High School Pirate football team will 
get its season underway Friday night at Jimmy Swain Stadium 
at 7:30 p.m. The Pirates were set to open the season against 
Vidalia, but the Indians had to cancel due to team concerns 
with COVID-19. Luckily Head Coach Rick Tomberlin and the 
Pirates were able to find another non-region opponent to play 
Friday night, Clinch County. The Clinch Panthers lost their sea-
son opener Friday night, September 4, to Macon County 21-19.  
According to the Georgia High School Historians Association, 
the Pirates have not played the Panthers since 1967 and hold a 
2-0 record over Clinch, winning 33-6 in 1966 and 14-6 in 1967. 
Clinch will be a tough opponent and the Panthers always seem 
to find their way into the state playoffs in single A.

COVID-19 continues to be a concern in the county and 
across the state. Local school systems have worked with GHSA 
and health officials to come up with a plan how best to handle 
attendance and still ensure social distancing guidelines. In Ap-

pling County, school officials announced last week that they 
would allow 75 percent capacity at Jimmy Swain Stadium. 

Regarding ticket sales, the high school has announced no 
tickets will be sold at the gates on Friday nights. Tickets may 
be purchased from ACHS at the following times:

- ACHS Front Office, Monday – Friday, 9:00 – 1:30
- ACHS Drive Thru, Wednesday & Thursday, 5:00 – 7:00
- ACHS Drive Thru, Friday, 3:30 – 5:00
There will also be no reserved seating this year. However, 

a season ticket may be purchased during the above-mentioned 
times for $45 that will allow admittance into all home varsity 
games only.

The high school is recommending social distancing of six 
feet or more and temperature checks will be performed prior 
to entrance into the game. The school also encourages fans to 
wear facemasks/coverings and asks that if fans are exhibiting 
any symptoms of COVID-19, to refrain from entering the sta-
dium for the safety of others.

PIRATES PRACTICING HARD MONDAY IN PREPARATION OF FRIDAY NIGHT’S SEASON OPENER.

Pirates set for Friday night opener, 
75% capacity to be allowed in stadium

By Jamie Gardner

Under public input at the 
September 1 meeting of the 
Appling County Commission-
ers, Orby Lamb addressed 
board members over the 
potential paving of Carter 
Bight Landing Road/James 
Stanfield Road, which joins 
his property. Before Lamb 
started, he offered an apology 
to Commissioner Daryl Ed-
wards for what he described 
as his conduct during a con-
versation with Edwards the 
day before. 

Lamb stated that years 
back he was approached by 
the county about giving right 
of way for the paving/widen-
ing of the road. He believed 
that the property he gave 
in order to widen the road 
would eventually be used as 
the paved portion of the road. 
Lamb added that he moved 
fencing for his cattle and he 
said that he asked the county 
at that time not to dig under 
his fence once it was moved. 
He added that the county 
even sent someone out to flag 
where he could put the fence 
and stated that he felt like that 
was a firm indication of where 
the road would be.

Lamb continued by saying 
that now the county is wanting 
to change the location of the 
road and has already sent peo-
ple out to survey/flag where 
the new road would go with-
out seeking permission to be 

Lamb tells 
county to stay 
off his property

on his property. Lamb stated 
that he felt like it was wrong 
for the county to go on his 
property without permission.

“Is this the kind of commis-
sioners we’ve got?” he asked. 
“Whatever they said last year, 
the year before, or the year 
before that, [they] push it un-
der the rug [and say] we are 
in charge now. Pardon the 
expression, but the hell with 
you. That’s the attitude I’ve 
got. I am going to fight you 
tooth and nail and I’m going to 
carry you to court if it’s neces-
sary. If I shake a man’s hand 
and agree on something, you 
can count on it.”

New County Chairman 
Mike Shumans told Lamb 
that these events happened 
before he became chairman. 
Shumans asked Lamb several 
questions about the situation 
and he told Lamb that the 
county would get to the root 
of the problem. Lamb invited 
him to come out and look at 
the road and fencing.

Commissioner Edwards 
(who represents Lamb) 
showed him a plat where 
the original survey was per-
formed. He then asked Lamb 
if the county could move the 
fence. Lamb told him that he 
would have given the land on 
the other side, but he did not 
want the fence moved now. 
Edwards explained that there 
were right of way issues with 

See ‘County’ on 6a

Turner sworn in
On Monday, August 31, a swearing in ceremony was held at 

the Appling County Courthouse. The Appling County Board 

of Education voted to appoint Sabrina Turner to fill the va-

cant seat for District 4 left by the resignation of Reid Lovett.  

Turner will complete Lovett’s term through December 2020.  

She was previously elected to serve as District 4 board mem-

ber beginning January 2021. Turner is shown with Judge Di-

ane Hallman and Superintendent Dr. Scarlett Copeland at the 

ceremony.

By Mary Ann Ellis

Mark Barnes had an idyllic child-
hood, pretty close to perfect in his 
opinion.  Born at the Appling Gen-
eral Hospital on December 12, 1958 
on his parents’ fourth anniversary, 
he already had one sister, and an-
other would come later.  His family 
lived in a tiny house when the chil-
dren were young, but in 1962, his 
father, Tommy, built a new home 
for them.   Mark loved his neigh-
borhood; enough children lived 
there to make two baseball teams 
and they played every day on the 
vacant lot right beside his house.

“We’d set up baseball fields or 
football fields out there on the va-
cant lot and play until dark thirty,” 
Mark grinned.  “It was a good place 
to raise kids back then, and in my 
opinion, it still is.”      

From the age of ten, Mark 
worked in the drug store if he 
didn’t have to cut grass.  His dad 
allowed him to check in orders 
and put up stock.  He always knew 
he wanted to serve the people of 
Baxley by following in his father’s 
footsteps.  Even though most chil-
dren change their minds several times 
before deciding on a career, Mark never 
did.  He just knew.   When the school 

had the work study program, he would 
leave school and go in to work at noon 

and work the rest of the day.  He worked 
right there until he graduated from Ap-
pling County High School in 1976.      

In 1981, Mark graduated from Mer-
cer University in Atlanta.  Next year he 

will have been a working pharma-
cist for 40 years and Barnes Phar-
macy will have been in business 
for 100 years.  

Barnes Pharmacy has quite a 
history and may well be the oldest 
family-owned business in Baxley.  
Mark’s grandfather, Tom Barnes, 
bought the downtown store from 
a Mrs. Goodman after her hus-
band, Dr. Goodman, died in 1921. 
Dr. Goodman was one of the first 
people in Baxley to own and drive 
a car.  Tom had been working 
with him for quite some time by 
then.  He bought it and ran it for 
a long time.  Both Dr. Fulghum 
and Dr. Long worked for Tom, 
who even lent Dr. Fulghum the 
money to start his own business.  
Both became successful in their 
own stores, and Dr. Fulghum paid 
Grandpa back in full.  Everybody 
survived the Depression.  Mark’s 
daddy came home in ‘53 and 
started to work as an employee/
pharmacist for Grandpa.  In 1960, 
Tommy bought him out. 

When Tommy took out the soda 
fountain, his father was very unhappy.  

Product of a small town

MARK AND CAROLE BARNES
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