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By Mary Ann Ellis

On Tuesday, January 4, 
the Appling County commis-
sioners met at the courthouse 
annex at 5:30.  After the pledge 
and the invocation, they ap-
proved the minutes for the De-
cember 7 meeting.  Ryland’s 
request was tabled at the last 
meeting to give the commis-
sioners meeting time with the 
city and with the business. 
The contract says that the 
county will provide 5500 cus-
tomers per month and right 
now, it is close to 500 carts 
short.  Also, Ryland has more 
than three hundred carts that 
are six months behind in pay-
ments.  Ryland has asked for 
a 10 percent surcharge.  Ry-
land sends out quarterly state-
ments to the county custom-
ers, but the county must pick 
up any carts not paid for.  

Leggett said if they could 
find some way to pay the un-
paid bills, they could cut the 
surcharge back. They have 
considered adding the late 
bills to the taxes at the end of 
the year.  They will continue 
to look at that possibility in a 
work session.  In the mean-
time, they approved unani-
mously the ten percent sur-
charge.  

Knicole Lee then reported 
on the COVID-19 crisis.  They 
have infused 104 patients in 
the first quarter.  She said 
thirteen people need infusion 
that day, but the antibodies 
didn’t come.  They are sup-
posed to receive 54 doses on 
Wednesday, but the other 
expected ones haven’t come.  
Sixty percent of the people 
they’ve seen have been vac-
cinated.   She recommended 
that people stay six feet apart 
for safety reasons.  They are 
the only free infusion facility 
south of Macon now, but they 
don’t have the resources. 

“Now is the time to pray,” 
said Lee.  “Antibodies wax 
and wane.  At the six-month 
marker, they drop drastically, 
and even people who’ve been 
vaccinated are very sick.  Just 
being vaccinated won’t ward it 
off.  You cannot take a test for 
a specific variant.  The test is 
for COVID.  There’s no magic 
involved.” 

They have a one-year 
HRSA COVID grant and take 

patients on a first-come basis.  
They must report every time 
they infuse.  They infused 
another pregnant woman on 
Tuesday.  They also sent a 
driver to Fitzgerald for one 
dose of antibodies on Tuesday 
as well.  They could only get 
one, but it was worth the drive 
to get it.  The government 
wants them to switch to anoth-
er treatment, but they haven’t 
yet.  They waited on the Fed 
Ex man today until 5:30, but 
he never came.  

The commissioners then 
discussed the pool situations.  
Shumans said that very soon 
now we would be opening our 
new $2.4 million pool, and he 
thinks that’s sufficient for a 
town the size of Baxley.  Com-
missioner Wilkerson wants to 
keep the Ernest J. Parker pool 
open too.  There is a bad leak-
age problem with that pool, 
and they have spent about 
$170,000 for repairs since 
2001. None of the experts 
who’ve come in to work on 
it have been able to stop the 
leakage. About five years ago, 
they spent another $40,000 on 
it to no avail.  They’ve looked 
at prices for splash pads as 
an alternative for the pool; it 
would cost about $600,000 to 
install and wouldn’t require 
a lifeguard. Wilkerson said 
there have been two pools 
since 1963 and he’d like to see 
it remain so. March 1 is the 
estimated opening date for 
the pool. 

Shumans pointed out that 
the imminent problem is what 
to do with the current Ernest 
J. Parker pool.  

Doug Harris asked what 
the consensus of the com-
mission was when this issue 
arose before building the new 
pool, and several commission-
ers said they didn’t discuss it.  
Boatright said they never real-
ly voted on anything officially.  

Leggett said it makes more 
sense to put our money into 
one good pool.   

Recreation director Wilton 
McCall, who’s been in parks 
and recreation for thirty years 
now, said that the EJP pool is 
going to cave in one day, but 
the new aquatic center will not 
accommodate the little kids.  
The depths are 4’6” and 8’ - far 
too deep for toddlers.  He says 

Commission says one 
pool for the county, 
not two, not three

we need something that will 
serve everyone. 

They talked about doing 
a smaller pool on the side for 
the smaller kids, but found it 
to be too expensive, according 
to Boatright.    

Rozier pointed out that 
they start cleaning the pools 
in early April, but they are 
having trouble getting sup-
plies and parts so far. They’ve 
brought in people from Savan-
nah.  

Harris said the pool is un-
safe so they shouldn’t throw 
away money on it anymore.  
We can’t open that pool, and 
Edwards agreed, saying: peo-
ple voted for a pool for all, not 
to throw away money on two 
old pools.  All commission-
ers voted to close the two old 
pools except Wilkerson, who 
said he opposed it because he 
is waiting to see what they will 
put in its place.

McCall said the splash 
pad they’ve looked at has 42 
total features for kids from 3 
to 18.  It would cost around 
$550,000.00 and could replace 
the EJP pool.   

Doug Harris asked where 
the money would come from, 
and Rozier said from the gen-
eral fund.  It would accom-
modate about 100 kids at one 
time.   Harris suggested that 
they discuss it further in a 
work session.  Leggett said 
it takes all the money we can 
come up with to run the coun-
ty.  They can’t put the burden 
on the taxpayers.  They could 
make it a SPLOST item, but 
Edwards says that money 
should go to repair roads in 
the county, which are bad. 
They will discuss the situa-
tion further, but the EJP pool 
and Max Deen pools will be 
closed.  

Under new business, Ro-
zier announced that the Cen-
sus is now complete, and the 
commissioners must approve 
the draft of the new voting 
districts for Appling County 
to send to Senator Blake Til-
lery who will then present it 
to Congress for approval.  The 
commissioners approved it 
unanimously. They then set 
qualifying fees which is three 
percent of their base salaries.  
(Editor’s note: It has been 

By Jamie Gardner

On January 3 the Appling County Board 
of Education members held a called meeting. 
Under discussion there was an item titled 
Resolution to the Local Act.

Upon further examination, the resolution 
states the following. “BE IT RESOLVED that 
the members of the Appling County Board of 
Education respectfully request that the local 
delegation to the General Assembly of Geor-
gia introduce local legislation in the form at-
tached to this Resolution which will provide 
for compensation of $500.00 per meeting for 
members of the Board of Education.”

Superintendent Dr. Scarlett Copeland 
explained that the Appling County Board 
of Education members are currently paid 
$100.00 per meeting and that rate has not 
been changed since 1988. Dr. Copeland said 
she really appreciates the work the board 
members have put into adjusting pay scales 
in the system and this is the last scale they 
worked on. There was no other discussion on 
the matter among the board members during 
the meeting.

On Monday, January 10, at a work session 
meeting the board officially voted unanimous-

ly to approve the resolution. The resolution 
will now be presented before the state legisla-
ture for approval. (See next week’s issue for a 
full report of the January 10 meeting.)
Other business

The BOE members were also presented 
information on changes to county voting dis-
trict lines. The lines will mirror the Appling 
County Board of Commissioners Districts. 
Following the 2020 Census, the lines had to 
be adjusted to get the population numbers in 
line with state requirements. This item will 
also need to be approved by the Georgia Leg-
islature. (This item was also approved at the 
January 10 meeting.)

Following an executive session for person-
nel, board members approved the following 
personnel matters:

- The board approved resignations from 
Dara Orvin, a SPED paraprofessional at 
ACMS and Sheena Taylor, a SPED parapro-
fessional at ACMS.

- The board approved hiring Shelia Alex-
ander, a bookkeeper at ACPS.

-The board voted to open two SPED para-
professional positions at ACMS.

BOE members 
seek pay raise

See ‘County’ on 3a

The Annual 2022 Martin Luther King, Jr. 
Day Parade will be held on January 17  and is 
hosted by the Ten Mile Ryders. The lineup will 
begin at 11:00 a.m. at 131 Jr. High Drive and 
the parade will begin at 1:00 p.m.  Immediately 
after the parade, the Second Annual Hog Off 

and Trail Ride will take place at 650 Manning 
Williams Road, in Baxley.

The community is encouraged to come out 
and participate and support the parade. For 
more information, please call 912-339-3814 or 
912-286-1639.

Martin Luther King 
Parade announced

In the Superior Court of 
Appling County, six indict-
ments were opened on Janu-
ary 7 by Judge Stephen D. 
Kelly.

Warren Spencer Hobbs 
Jr. was indicted for one count 
of arson in the first degree, 
one count of kidnapping, two 
counts of cruelty to children in 
the first degree, one count of 
stalking, one count of theft by 
taking, one count of interfer-

ence with government prop-
erty and one count of simple 
battery, family violence.

Shane Michael Mapp was 
indicted for two counts of cru-
elty to children in the first de-
gree.

Brock Alexander Norris 
was indicted for one count 
of fleeing and attempting to 
elude a police officer, one 
count of possession of meth-
amphetamine, one count of 

Judge Kelly indicts six
theft by shoplifting, one count 
of obstruction of an officer and 
one count of reckless driving.

Christopher Michael Ev-
ans was indicted for one count 
of fleeing and attempting to 
elude a police officer, one 
count of driving while license 
suspended, and one count of 
speeding.

Brock Alexander Norris 
was indicted for one count 

See ‘Indicts’ on 6a


