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COVID-19 Antibody Testing &  COVID-19 Testing* 

Now offeringNow offering

(912)367-9841 | 163 East Tollison Street | Baxley, GA | 31513

For antibody testing, schedule an appointment with one of Appling Healthcare's primary care providers. 

COVID-19 testing within the hospital requires a physician order. *Rapid testing not available at this time.

For more details about testing, please contact your primary care provider. 

There was a lot of swearing in the Ap-

pling County Courthouse on December 

30. Swearing in that is. State Court So-

licitor and Appling County Commission 

Attorney Terry Turner swore in a total 

of 10 public servants that are shown 

above. They are l-r, Appling County 

Commissioner Theodore Wilkerson, Ap-

pling County Surveyor Jerry Tomberlin, 

Appling County Commissioner Charlie 

Leggett, Appling County Board of Edu-

cation members Dr. Areatha Virgil, Justin 

Orvin and Sabrina Turner, Appling Coun-

ty Clerk of Court Marsha Thomas, Ap-

pling County Tax Commissioner Debra 

Carter, Appling County Commissioner 

Doug Harris and Appling County Coro-

ner Jarrod Murphy. Right, Appling Coun-

ty Probate Judge Diane Hallman and 

Sheriff Mark Melton were also sworn 
Dec. 30 by Superior Court Judge Ste-

phen G. Scarlett.

A lot of 

swearing

By Mary Ann Ellis

Since January 2, Appling 

County has 28 new cases of 

COVID-19, a rise of about 

seven percent since last week. 

The death totals are still sit-

ting at 43. 

So far only four million 

COVID-19 vaccines have 

been administered according 

to Surgeon General Jerome 

Adams, MD, but the effort is 

set to ramp up.  People should 

be hopeful.  “We’re using ev-

erything to get vaccines into 

arms,” he said.  He says we’re 

still in danger though. As of 

Jan. 3, 350,000 Americans 

have died of coronavirus and 

many more are projected to 

die soon. The surge going on 

right now across the nation is 

a real beast to be contended 

with.  He encourages people 

to help “temper this surge” to 

ensure everyone’s health.   

Adams fears that even 

when it is easily available, 

the public might refuse it.  

Between 70 and 90 percent 

of Americans need to take it 

to reach herd immunity.  Ad-

ams said that 60 percent of 

Ohio’s nursing home workers 

have refused the vaccine.  He 

is worried at that.  That the 

public is afraid of the vaccine 

even though the experts have 

declared it safe and effective 

against the new variant.  The 

following passage from the 

Georgia Department of Public 

Health explains concern for 

safety: “Safety is a key con-

cern among health officials 

and experts. Before the FDA 

approves a vaccine, the manu-

facturer must do rigorous re-

search and testing to ensure 

the vaccine’s safety and effec-

tiveness. The FDA indepen-

dently reviews and verifies the 

information from these tests. 

It then decides whether the 

vaccine can be licensed and 

given to the public. No major 

safety concerns were uncov-

ered in the FDA’s review of 

Pfizer’s COVID-19 vaccine. 

For each vaccine authorized 

by the FDA, the Advisory 

Committee on Immunization 

Practices (ACIP) carefully re-

views all available data about 

the vaccine from clinical trials 

and other studies, and makes 

recommendations for vac-

cine use in the general public. 

Recommendations include 

groups that should and should 

not receive the vaccine, as 

well as the timing, volume, 

number, and spacing of doses 

in a vaccine series. The FDA 

and CDC continue to closely 

monitor vaccine safety after 

the public begins using the 

vaccine. Both agencies have 

longstanding and new safety 

systems in place for height-

ened monitoring of all COV-

ID-19 vaccines.” 

He asks citizens to talk 

with their doctors and think 

carefully about taking the vac-

cines.  

COVID-19 cases 
surge in Appling

Frontline workers get 

vaccine in Appling
Appling Healthcare began administering the Moderna vac-

cine Dec. 30 to frontline staff at the hospital facility. EMS 
employees James Evans, Paramedic, Jimmy Twiggs, EMS 

Director, and Keith Davis, Paramedic, were the first to receive 
the COVID-19 vaccine. Jana Yawn, RN and Employee Health 

Nurse, administered the vaccine. She is shown above giving 

the vaccine to Keith Davis. “This is an exciting and monu-

mental moment, and a critical first step in our journey as we 
continue to fight against the pandemic,” said Dr. Mary Kath-

ryn McMahan, Appling Healthcare Chief Medical Officer and 
Hospitalist.

What to do 

about annual 

awards?
By Mary Ann Ellis

The board of the Baxley-

Appling County Chamber of 

Commerce is currently de-

bating what to do about the 

yearly awards programs like 

Citizen of the Year, Business 

of the Year, Entrepreneur of 

the Year, Excellence in Agri-

culture, and the Athletic Hall 

of Fame.  Every year the nom-

inations are slow or nonexis-

tent.  Also, under the current 

system of collecting nomina-

tions, the Chamber must have 

nominations very early so as 

to have enough time to send 

them away for judging.  Once 

the nominations are collected, 

they must be checked here 

to be sure they are properly 

done.  Once approved, they 

are all sent to another county 

or state for judging.  The judg-

ing is never done here in Ap-

pling County, and sending 

them out for the judging is 

time-consuming.  Sometimes 

it takes several weeks to get to 

the judging chamber of com-

merce, give it time to get its 

board together and discuss 

the applicants, and to return 

the results.  The current pro-

cess appears to be inefficient 

at best.  Maybe Baxley wants 

to do something different to 

honor deserving citizens.  

If you have ideas to share 

with the board, please contact 

the Chamber of Commerce 

office with them.  Hurry.  The 

board is meeting next Tues-

day, January 12.  

By Mary Ann Ellis

David Barber is currently serving as inter-

im pastor of Ten Mile Creek Baptist Church, 

where Eddie Miles is a member. The vision for 

KnowN came from Eddie, but David and many 

others are working on it as well.  

“This is not a Ten Mile Creek Baptist 

Church mission,” both men said.  “It’s much 

bigger than that; it’s a Jesus thing, and any 

church who wants to help is welcome to help. 

It’s not too late.  You 

can call Eddie Miles 

at 278-1570, David 

Barber at 240-0642, 

or Joe McGee at 278-

1718 to become in-

volved.”

Many years ago, 

when Eddie was liv-

ing in Atlanta and 

attending a small 

church up there, the 

preacher called the 

church members to 

a time of prayer and 

fasting about abor-

tion. Eddie has been 

praying ever since 

then.  He talks to 

elected officials and 

others about it fre-

quently.

“People are im-

mediately ready to 

debate right and 

wrong if the word 

abortion comes up,” 

Eddie said, “but God 

is the author and sus-

tainer of life; the only true hope for mankind is 

salvation through Jesus Christ. If we can make 

people see that fact, the number of abortions 

will automatically decrease.  Right now, 2,387 

abortions are performed in Georgia every 

month.  Those white crosses (constructed by 

students) represent human babies.”

Eddie says that sometimes time and every-

day life lets us lose sight of thing we should 

have our eyes and hearts on.  From that time in 

Atlanta when the preacher called him to pray, 

he never completely forgot it, but the Lord 

forcefully laid this mission on his heart again 

a couple of years ago, saying to him, “They’re 

killing my babies and the churches are doing 

nothing about it.”  Jeremiah 1:5 says,  “Before 

I formed you in the womb, I knew you; before 

you were born I set 

you apart . . .”  He was 

calling various people 

and talking, but God 

made him see that 

he needed to be do-

ing more.  His talking 

didn’t seem to be get-

ting any traction.  

“I couldn’t sleep 

at night for worry-

ing about this,” Ed-

die said.  “Since we 

started this, God has 

cleared the road-

blocks.  The owner of 

the lot where the cru-

sade is taking place 

offered the use of the 

land for free and told 

us to use it as long as 

we wanted to. He re-

moved the For Sale 

sign he had on the 

property and said to 

use it.  Abundant help 

showed up. The main 

focus is abortion, but 

it’s not just abortion.  

The message is that God loves suicidal people 

and wants to help them; he loves the pregnant 

mother who doesn’t see any other way but 

abortion; He loves every desperate person out 

there and the ones who aren’t.  He’s ready to 

help, no matter the situation.  That’s the mes-

KnowN—It’s a Jesus thing

EACH CROSS REPRESENTS ONE OF THE 

2387 FETUSES ABORTED IN GEORGIA 

MONTHLY. 
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