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Weight loss visits starting at $45, every other month!

Ask about our $25 weight loss injection!

By Jamie Gardner

The Baxley-Appling County Hospital Au-
thority met at noon on Friday, October 1, at 
Appling HealthCare System’s Administration 
Building, located on Fair Street. There were 
basically two items on the agenda. The first 
item approved was the system’s Utilization 
Management Plan, which has to be approved 
every two years. The second item was a finan-
cial report from Financial Business Consultant 
Ray Leadbetter.

Leadbetter stated that there were still no 
year-end updates as he is still trying to work 
through the system’s accounts. He reported 
that there was roughly $500,000.00 that is still 
unbilled.

The consultant reported that Appling 
HealthCare had contracted the billing to an out-
side agency, RCA, and pointed out a number of 
issues with the company. Leadbetter reported 
that the billing would be brought back in house 
as of October 1 and this would save the sys-
tem about $800,000.00 in annual fees that have 
been paid to RCA. He added that the hospital 
would automate a number of billing processes 
during the change and added that some of the 
employees that worked for RCA would be com-
ing to work at Appling HealthCare. 

Authority member Paul Rentz questioned 
why these employees would be hired if there 
were issues with RCA. Leadbetter responded 
to the question by stating that the problems 
with RCA were not as much with the employ-
ees as it was the processes the company is uti-
lizing.

Leadbetter shared that as of September 30, 
the hospital has approximately $620,622.09 in 
its Operating, Payroll, Savings and Georgia 

Heart accounts. In its restricted fund accounts, 
the system has roughly $4.7 million, but the 
majority of this money will be recouped by the 
Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services 
(CMS). He advised the authority not to use 
these restricted funds.

The consultant stated that the October an-
ticipated receivables are estimated to be around 
$1.5 million. Included in the receivables is the 
Georgia Heart payment. He encouraged the 
authority to work hard to gain more Georgia 
Heart funding. Leadbetter stated that the sys-
tem could be eligible for as much as $4 million 
per year from Georgia Heart. He added that 
the health care system should make people 
more aware of the goals the system has and 
how taxpayers can help the system reach those 
goals through the Georgia Heart tax program.

Authority member Graham Floyd asked 
what the system is doing to capture more 
Georgia Heart funding.

Interim CEO Andrea Graham stated that 
they have turned this specific program over 
to an employee with the health care system 
that will be focused on securing more Geor-
gia Heart funding. In addition, Graham stated 
that Appling Health would be partnering with 
another hospital that has been very success-
ful with Georgia Heart to learn that hospital’s 
model.

Leadbetter concluded by telling the author-
ity that he had no further updates at this time 
and added that he would be spending more 
time trying to reconcile accounts and working 
on accounts receivables.

The authority then went into executive ses-
sion for personnel purposes. No action was re-
ported taken following the closed door session.

Finances still 
big concern 
for Authority

By Mary Ann Ellis

The Downtown Develop-
ment Authority of Baxley was 
originally created in 1982 but 
was not active as an organiza-
tion for quite a number 
of years. In July 2019, 
leaders in our commu-
nity worked together 
to make the Downtown 
Development Author-
ity of Baxley active. 
They saw a need and 
interest for the citizens 
and taxpayers of Baxley 
to have an active Down-
town Development Au-
thority. The mission 
is simple - to revitalize 
and redevelop the cen-
tral business district 
of Baxley.  So says the 
website.  When the or-
ganization became ac-
tive again, a part-time 
employee was needed. 
They started looking 
and approached Livvy Hiers 
Davis with an offer.  

In the meantime, CHAC 
(Coalition for a Healthy Ap-
pling County) had also ap-
proached her. It needed a 
part-time program coordina-
tor. As Livvy considered the 
offers, she realized that the 

Davis joins CHAC and DDA
two organizations had many of 
the same goals. Both wanted 
to make Baxley and Appling 
County a better place to live, 
to promote healthy living, and 

to include the citizens in all 
the activities.  She accepted 
both jobs because no conflicts 
exist between the two; she felt 
herself qualified to do both 
well.

Livvy graduated from Ap-
pling Christian Academy in 

2015 and attended Coastal 
College of Georgia to earn 
her business degree with a 
concentration in marketing in 
2019. For a while, she worked 

at Sea Island Resort on 
St. Simons where she 
had hoped to do event 
planning. Unfortunately, 
COVID-19 struck, and 
her goals shifted. Not 
only did she feel unsafe 
herself, but she figured 
not many people would 
be having big events 
during quarantine. She 
came home to Baxley 
and spent a year doing 
her internship with the 
Chamber of Commerce.  

In April 2021, she 
married Jordan Davis 
from Wayne County.

“I knew that when I 
do start a family, I want 
to do so in Baxley,” she 
said.  “Jordan is already 

involved as well.  He joined 
the volunteer firefighters 
shortly after we married.  We 
enjoy hiking and went already 
to Moody Forest to take a look 
at it.  We did the two-mile trail 
but discovered that it needs 

On Thursday, September 
30, the Lady Pirates hosted 
the Pierce County Bears. The 
Lady Pirates scored early 
in the game and kept a one 
run lead into the third inning 
when Pierce County tied the 
game.

In the fourth inning, Gra-
cie Horton (#4) bunted which 
allowed two runners to score 

bringing the score 3-1. By the 
bottom of the 5th inning, the 
bases were loaded with Jaylee 
Barnes up to bat. The Lady 
Pirates scored again making 
the score 4-1, with no change 
for  the rest of the game. 
The Lady Pirates swept their 
games against Pierce County 
this year, and the Lady Pirates 
are the 2021 Region Champs.

The Lady Pirates hold a 
16-1 season record and an 11-0 
region record.

The playoffs will begin on 
October 13, in a double head-
er with times and opponents 
to be announced. The Baxley 
News-Banner will update 
dates/times in next week’s is-
sue or on Facebook/website 
when made available.

PLAYERS AND COACHES SHOWN LIFTING THE REGION CHAMPION TROPHY.

ACHS Lady Pirates win 

Region Championship

Scarecrow 
Showcase 
By Mary Ann Ellis 

The Downtown Development Authority is pre-
senting its first annual Scarecrow’s Showcase and 
the deadline to enter has been extended to Satur-
day, October 8.   Anyone and everyone can enter a 
scarecrow for a mere forty-dollar entry fee.    This 
fee  will garner the participant a yard sign display 
that will go in front of  his house or business with 
his  scarecrow.   All the displays will be posted on 
the DDA’s Facebook Page; the one with the most 
likes  wins.   Cash prizes will be awarded for First, 
Second and Third Places.  Categories include busi-
nesses, schools, churches, clubs, and individuals.   

Prizes will be awarded, and winners will be an-
nounced on October 28 at 12:00 p.m.  Applications 
are available at the Baxley Chamber of Commerce 
and Baxley City Hall.   For more information, call 
278-0205 or email LIVVYHIERS15@GMAIL.COM.

By Mary Ann Ellis     
Born in Baxley in the fall of 

1974, November 30, to be ex-
act, Nicole Perkins grew 
up in the small town that 
she loves.   Her mother, 
Mary Ann Green Bennett, 
worked different shifts 
as an LPN, and Nicole 
spent a lot of time with 
her grandparents, A.J. 
and Clidia Green.   Sum-
mers she spent at their 
house helping them or 
taking care of them and 
the younger children that 
always filled their house-
hold.   She didn’t com-
plain though; as a matter 
of fact, she loved it. She’s 
always loved taking care 
of other people, especially 
children and family.  Her 
beloved grandmother died 
when Nicole was in eighth 

grade, and her grandfather 
A.J. would pick her up on 
weekends so she could cook 

and clean for him.  He had no 
one else, and she was happy to 

Nurturer by nature  
do it.  

Nicole was an only child 
until her little brother Jason 

arrived when she was 
ten and stole her heart 
away.   A major shock 
and thrill appeared in 
Nicole’s life when she 
was nineteen.   She dis-
covered a sister, Tocoa, 
close to her own age, 
that she never knew 
about before.   The two 
were both shocked at 
their similarities.  

“We’re the same,” 
Nicole said, with Tocoa 
agreeing in the back-
ground.  “We look alike. 
If my pinky finger hurts, 
hers does too.  If I have 
a toothache, so does 
she.  When I walked into 

her house for the first time, I 

See ‘Davis’ on 8a See ‘Perkins’ on 7a


