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See ‘Police’ on 7a

By Mary Ann Ellis

After the pledge and invo-
cation, Commissioner Mike 
Shumans welcomed the 
crowd to the regular meeting.  
The group then approved the 
minutes for the work session 
of May 4, the regular meeting 
of May 4, and the called meet-
ing of May 25.  Recognition of 
the Recreation Department’s 
State Track and Field partici-
pants came next.  

Mrs. June Dipolito and Kni-
cole Lee did a presentation to 
update the commissioners on 
Pineland, a public agency that 
serves local people suffering 
with mental illness and addic-
tive diseases.  She commend-
ed Patricia Haynes and Reid 
Lovett for their years of help.  
Pineland applied for a SAMSA 
grant and became funded.  Ap-
pling and Jeff Davis Counties 
will become the first in the 
state certified for both mental 
and physical health services.  
Appling’s model was the only 
one chosen in Georgia and 
has been a dream of Pineland 
for years.  It looks at the whole 
person and requires a lot of 
community support, as well as 
describing local need and sup-
port.  Now the problem is to 
fill the staff positions that the 
grant opened when a national 
workforce shortage exists. 

Lee said, “Appling was 
awarded funding before the 
state of Georgia was and will 
be on the map for the model.  
No one will be turned away if 
unable to pay. We will be able 
to get meds for free, too.  We 
have transportation resources 
also. Maybe next year there 
will be money to apply for in 
that area. Many people with 
substance abuse problems 
have medical issues too. Also, 
this big grant will add twenty 
positions to the workforce if 
we can fill them. The five posi-
tions we have now will go up 

to twenty-five.”  
Randy Crawford asked to 

be postponed until a later date.
Changing the portion of 

Cecil Tyre Road from SR 121 
to Dead End (West) to Tom 
Morris Road was approved 
per public request and the 
signs will be changed.  

The Recreation Board 
recommended that the con-
cession stand be leased out 
and completed by September 
1, 2021 and that the monitor 
for the cameras be moved to 
Rozier’s office. It is password 
protected and only Rozier can 
see it.  They currently have 
seven cameras and can add 
more if the commissioners 
want to.  He can see the whole 
complex from the cameras, so 
if an incident arises, it can be 
put to rest with the film.  Ter-
ry Turner affirmed that it can 
be a legal document. These 
recommendations were ap-
proved unanimously.  Harris 
wants to use debit cards at all 
functions possible, but no ac-
tion was taken.  

Twiggs asked that the 
commissioners give the recre-
ation board the equipment for 
recording their meetings just 
as the commissioners do. He 
further stated that Wilton Mc-
Call has in his office require-
ments for volunteer coaches.  
Twiggs then presented his 
resignation after 30 years of 
service.  All the commission-
ers asked him to reconsider, 
and he said he’d think about it. 
Twiggs asked them to clarify 
the difference between board 
and authority.  He was told 
that the word authority has 
more bite than board.  There 
are fewer limits on an author-
ity.       

The commissioners then 
provided the final draft of the 
by-laws for approval. Boatright 
said they had not discussed 
them as a board before and 

Recreation issues 
consume meeting

that they should have.
“We should have discussed 

it as a full board before bring-
ing it to a vote, not just two or 
three of you,” said Boatright.

Twiggs pointed out that 
as the by-laws currently read, 
the whole board would rotate 
off at the same time and every 
member will be new, which 
is not a good thing. Rotation 
should be staggered so that 
some experienced members 
remain and know what’s go-
ing on. 

Boatright said she remem-
bers talking about them a few 
months ago, but not since and 
that she was told it was being 
worked on. She does not ob-
ject to the changes but to the 
way it was done.

Edwards made a motion 
to approve the final draft 
and it was approved, but not 
unanimously. Edwards, Char-
lie Leggett and Doug Harris 
voted in favor. Boatright and 
Theodore Wilkerson opposed. 
Twiggs asked if the recreation 
board members had to come 
off and then be reappointed.  
He was told no. 

They then approved Ro-
zier’s recommendation of the 
Landfill scale computer up-
grade at a cost of $8,880.00 
dollars, which will come from 
the contingency fund. Mem-
bers were asked for six names 
for the hospital board since 
Peggy Miles and Pam Wil-
liams won’t serve after this 
term.  Wilkerson said Joyce 
Edwards, Harris said Billy 
Ahls, and Leggett said Perry 
White.  Rozier will submit 
those three names and needs 
three more at the next meet-
ing.

For the 2024 SPLOST 
Committee, Wilkerson sub-
mitted Reggie Fedrick and 
Gerry Moore, and Harris sub-
mitted Jada Miles and Stan 

THE OPERATING ROOM/DEPARTMENT AT APPLING HEALTHCARE HAS WITNESSED 

A NUMBER OF CHANGES THROUGHOUT THE YEARS.

By Mary Ann Ellis

The local hospital and 
all its branches are more or 
less taken for granted most 
of the time by most citizens.  
We know it’s there and we’re 
glad of that fact.  However, if 
an accident happens or illness 
strikes at 3:00 a.m., we fly 
there as fast as we can.  In a 
series of articles, we will take 
a look at changes that have 
occurred and beneficial pro-
grams that have arrived that 
most of us don’t know about.  

The original Appling Coun-
ty Hospital was built in 1950 
from plans drawn up in 1948.  
It was a Hill-Burton Hospital, 
a program in which the fed-
eral government planned and 
built hospitals in communi-
ties where they were need-
ed and could be sustained. 
The old hospital is now the 
Senior-Care Unit.  In 2001, it 
was transformed to a nursing 
home when the convalescent 
center was closed and before 
the Pavilion was built. 

The current hospital or 
Med/Surg is attached to the 
hall that goes to the Pavil-
ion.  The Senior-Care Unit 
is a geriatric behavioral unit 
for 65 and up or geriatric life-
style patients with dementia 
or some other problems that 
cannot be handled at home.  
They can stay for seven to 
fourteen days. The hospital is 
licensed for 34 beds, and the 

Pavilion for 101 beds.  It was 
built in 2008, is the largest 
around this area, and is genu-
inely nice.  Before COVID-19 
arrived, it was full and had a 
waiting list.  The pandemic 
curbed that trend.  

Administration used to be 
in the hospital where respira-
tory and ICU are now.  Then it 
moved to the mobile units out 
back.  They kept medical re-
cords there too.  The business 
office moved to Main Street 
at one time, then to the Chris 
Knox Building, and finally to 
the old health department 
building when they acquired 
it from the county.  Half of it 
contained asbestos and had 
to be torn down, but the rest 
is the business office now.  
About 2016, it moved to its 
current location. 

Brian Westberry said, “In 
2014, we added fifteen beds 
to the senior care unit and a 

The state of the hospital: 

Times are changing

APPLING HEALTHCARE’S MAIN ENTRANCE.

large section to the front of 
the hospital.  We put ER on 
the front, added radiology, 
the gift gallery, and expanded 
the lab. The lab was tiny back 
then, and we didn’t have an 
MRI or CT back then.  The 
CT came in ’95 and the MRI 
is now a permanent structure.  
I became the director in ’15, 
and the hospital continues to 
change.  ER stands for Emer-
gency Room, which is what it 
used to be.  Now the Emer-
gency Department has three 
nurses and a doctor full time.  
The ancillary staff is there full 
time.  Originally one bed and a 
place for the family completed 
the emergency room.”

“Every decision is based 
on other hospitals around us, 
too.  Alma, Wayne Memorial, 
Meadows in Vidalia--they all 
compete with us.  We want to 
be able to bring our people 
here and take care of them,” 
said Andrea Graham.  “We 
want to serve our community 
and have it embrace our hos-
pital.  Every three years we do 
a Community Health Needs 
Assessment so we can partner 
with local needs.  It’s located 
on our website and identifies 
what the major health issues 
are.  We added transporta-
tion for the needy as a direct 
result.  Some people had no 
way to get to doctor’s appoint-
ments or services. We added 

The original 
Appling County 
Hospital was 
built in 1950 
from plans 
drawn up 
in 1948.  

Baxley Chief of Police 
Jeffery Taylor reported the 
following inicidents handled 
by officers with the Baxley 
Police Department over the 
past few weeks.

On May 15, officers re-
sponded to Anthony St. in 
reference to a dispute.  Later, 
Tamela Leigh Dean, 31, of 
Baxley was arrested for bat-
tery.

May 15, officers respond-
ed to 954 Wright Dr. in refer-
ence to threats being made.  
A report was taken.

May 16, officers respond-
ed to 458 Middlewood Dr. in 
reference to a stolen vehicle.  
A report was taken and ve-
hicle entered in GCIC as sto-
len. 

May 16, officers respond-
ed to 315 Cresote Dr. in refer-
ence to vandalism.  A report 
was taken.  

May 18, officers respond-
ed to Tippens St. in reference 
to harassment.  Report was 
taken.

May 18, officers respond-
ed to Faye’s Consignment 
Shop in reference to damage 
to property.  A report was 
taken.

May 18, officers met with 
an individual at 88 Spell St. in 
reference to stolen property.  
Investigation is ongoing.  

May 18, officers were 
dispatched to Dick’s Wings 
in reference to a fight.  John 
Floyd Didiacomo, 36, of 
Baxley was arrested on 
charges of disorderly con-
duct, public intoxication, in-
terference with government 
property, interference with 
official traffic control device, 
and possession of a con-
trolled substance.

May 18, officers respond-

ed to Baby and Me in refer-
ence to an argument.  Sha-
ron Michelle Jackson, 54, of 
Brunswick was arrested on 
charges of contempt of court 
and simple battery.

May 18, officers respond-
ed to 135 Donnie Lane in ref-
erence to a dog bite.  Report 
was taken.

May 19, officers respond-
ed to the Sheriff’s Office 
lobby in reference to a stolen 
dog.  A report was taken.  

May 19, officers respond-
ed to Sheriff’s Office lobby in 
reference to damage to prop-
erty.  Report was taken. 

May 19, officers were 
dispatched to Dairy Queen 
in reference to an accident 
in the parking lot.  Leah Dar-
lene Morgan, 38, of Augusta, 
has since been arrested on 
charges of leaving the scene 

Chief Taylor reports activity
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Neuropathy Diminished | Energy Restored | Weight Controlled | Medications Reduced | Erectile Function Restored | Amputations Prevented 

Blood Sugar Controlled | Mood and Sleep Improved | Wounds Healed | Hair and Nail Growth | Dementia Mitigated | Alzheimer's Alleviated 

Stroke Recovery Accelerated | Fatty Liver Reduced


