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Weight loss visits starting at $45, every other month!

Ask about our $25 weight loss injection!

Back-to-school 

give-away Saturday
The Appling County Ministerial Alliance Back to School 

Giveaway will be this Saturday, July 17, from 9:00 a.m.  - 12:00 
p.m. at the Baxley Church of God. Items to be given away include 
bookbags, plastic drink bottles, food and more. There will also be 
a health fair and job fair.

Kids that participate and register will be entered into a drawing 
for a new Google Chromebook. Parents and children must be 
present to receive the items.

By Mary Ann Ellis

A couple of weeks ago, 
a citizen complained to The 

Baxley News-Banner about 
the new code enforcer (which 
we knew nothing about) now 
working in the city.  Some 
people are unaware that 
codes must be met if they are 
working inside their houses, 
for example. Finding the 
following information online 
was quite simple and states 
where to look for codes, a 
general idea of what must be 
met, and what services these 
codes are intended to provide.   

Mayors’ offices in Appling 
County, Georgia, provide 
municipal services for their 
towns or cities, including 
issuing and filing permits. 
These permits may be 
required before property 
owners undertake a building 
project, including renovation, 
demolition, and repairs. They 
may also show whether a 
building follows local zoning 
rules and regulations, 
authorize land development 
services, or change boundary 
lines or private addresses. 
Mayors also issue access 
permits, special event permits, 
and temporary permits. These 
records demonstrate whether 
a project has a valid permit, 
and Mayors’ Offices provide 
information on applying for 
permits, permit requirements, 
and locating approved or 
denied permits. Currently, 
this information is not online, 
but Reid Lovett, Baxley City 
Manager, is working toward 
that goal.  

For some time now, no code 
enforcer has been working 
in Baxley, but Mitchell 
Wilkerson, who works for 
the police department part 
time, has been given the task 
of enforcing the codes and of 
cleaning up some problems 
around the city.  The goal is 
to move back to adequate 
enforcement as it used to 
be.  Reasonably, anyone who 
works for and with the public 

should be expected to do so 
courteously. Lovett provided 
the following information, 
thus simplifying the city’s 
codes for citizens.

The purpose of the City of 
Baxley’s Code Enforcement 
is to ensure compliance 
with policies, codes, rules, 
regulations, and permits 
that are put in place by the 
Mayor and City Council of 
Baxley. This process protects 
the community by regulating 
entities or individuals that 
are breaking laws and city 
ordinances. This service is 
provided for the safety of 
consumers and protection 
of property values. Code 
Enforcement must be well 
acquainted with the city’s 
codes and ordinances as well 
as the procedure required to 
enforce. Code Enforcement 
uses warnings and notices 
to persuade voluntary 
compliance or by filing court 
actions, if necessary.

Code Enforcement is 
a division of the Police 
Department for the City of 
Baxley. The City of Baxley 
has enforced its codes for 
many years through the 
Police Department and Code 
Enforcement. An example of 
some of the codes are listed 
below:

- Chapter 3 Sell/
Consumption of Alcohol

- Chapter 10 Animal 
Control

- Garbage, Trash, Weeds
- Chapter 18 Occupational 

Tax & Business License
- Chapter 14 Buildings and 

Building Regulations
- Unsafe Structures
- Dilapidated Dwellings
- Ordinance 2010-02 Hours 

of Operation
- Ordinance 2013-02 Yard 

Sale Permits
The City of Baxley’s 

policies, codes, and 
ordinances can be viewed 
at City Hall. If you have any 
concerns or questions, always 
feel free to call (912) 367-8300.

Do you 
know the 
city’s codes?

By Mary Ann Ellis

Camp GROW is a nonprofit program which was a spin 
off from GROW Afterschool; both programs fall under the 
auspices of Gents and Glam Community and Youth Services. 
This program provides a safe and nurturing place for children 
for eights weeks in June and July. Between 8:00 a.m.-5:30 p.m., 
they attend classes, have a hot breakfast and lunch, and bridge 
the gap between the grades they just left and the ones they 
will attend when school restarts.  The goal of the program is 
to help children grow and realize their worth.  They focus on 
local field trips like the one to the waste treatment plant.  Kids 
need to know what happens when they flush a toilet, where 
fresh water comes from, and what impact an airport has on 
the local economy.  Planes fly through, stop to refuel, and the 
money improves the economy.      Recently, a chinook helicopter 
flew in from Hunter Airfield and the kids got to see it and ask 
questions.  They talked to the pilot and sat in the cockpit.  

Next week they will visit the radio station.  Tuesday they’ll 
see The Baxley News-Banner being printed and assembled.  

First responders 
came out earlier 
this summer.  
They’ve done 
assorted STEM 
projects like 
making butter, 
for example.  
They had culture 
day on which 
they learned 
about the culture 
of different 
peoples.  Next 
week they will 
be traveling to 
C u m b e r l a n d 
Island to see a 
natural island; 
they’ll take a 
45-minute ferry 
ride to get there.   

The national park service will do a presentation for them.  The 
kids will swim at the beach.  

“When I plan the activities,” Santina Fryer, found of the 
program, said, “I think of things I have enjoyed over the years.  
I want to expose kids to these things as well as things I have 
had opportunities to do with my son.  Parents have to work and 
don’t always have time to do those things with them.”  

There is a small cost of $50 per week per child, but many 

wonderful sponsors and businesses award scholarships to 
some students.  Georgia Power gave them a grant.  The average 
daily attendance is 38.  Seven full-time staff members serve the 
group on a daily basis.   The program does stress math and 
reading.  One family donated a couple of game systems and a 
55-inch flat-screen television, which they use in moderation as 
rewards and relaxation.       

“Kids love to play games,” Fryer said, “which is fine in 
moderation.  Each class can go to the game room once a day.  
Since the program 
is held in the City 
Gym, they can play 
basketball on the gym 
floor.  The program 
actually started in 
2019, but COVID shut 
it down last year.  The 
Georgia Department 
of Early Care and 
Learning partners 
with us for license’s 
purpose and they help 
us quite a lot.  Our 
kids are kindergarten 
through sixth grade.”       

Next week the kids 
will go to Splash in the 
‘Boro.  They usually 
travel on elections 
days because they must vacate the gym for voting.   They went 
one day to Okefenokee Swamp for a guided tour.  Tomorrow, 
Paradise Island Cuisine is doing a cooking class for them, and 
they’ll visit Community Bank before the week’s out.  Last weeks’ 
Olympic Field Day was a huge success.  They loved it.  A young 
man from Douglas who is in medical school at Morehouse 
College in Atlanta visited with them last week too.  Fryer wants 
them to see that kids from small towns can succeed too if they 
want to.  They can become doctors.  

Fryer is especially excited about the dinner party for the 
children.  They will wear their Sunday clothes for an elegant, 
three-course meal.  They need to know about place settings and 
things they might not get to experience often.  One day they’ll 
think back to Camp GROW and remember.  

In a couple of weeks Camp GROW will become a memory, 
but the GROW Afterschool will reconvene on the very first day 
of school.  They hours will be from 3:00 p.m. to 6:00 p.m. at 
which time parents will pick them up.  That day is August 2.  
Again the program will focus on academic success, life skills, 
and mentoring.

GROWing Appling County’s kids

PARTICIPANTS IN THIS YEAR’S CAMP GROW.

County arrest 

report presented
The following are arrests 

made in Appling County from 
June 25 through July 8.

June 25, Ronald Kent 
Collins, 55, of Baxley, was 
arrested for probation 
violation.

June 25, Bobby Jim Haynes 
III, 29, of Baxley, was arrested 
for burglary – second degree 
(felony) and theft by taking – 
misdemeanor.

June 25, Gary Allen Ryals, 
43, of Baxley, was arrested for 
battery – family violence (first 
offense) misdemeanor.

June 26, Brian Allen Land, 

49, of Baxley, was arrested for 
interference with government 
property.

June 28, Anthony Dallas 
Howard, 27, of Baxley, 
was arrested for probation 
violation.

June 26, Esau Martinez, 
52, of Baxley, was arrested for 
disorderly conduct.

June 28, Latrez Raheem 
Reddish, 28, of Hazlehurst, 
was arrested for probation 
violation.

June 28, Sara Normagene 
Tippins, 33, of Baxley, was 

See ‘Report’ on 6a


