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By Jamie Gardner

The Appling County Board of Education 
(BOE) met for a monthly meeting on July 25 at 
the BOE office on Highway 15 South. During 
the meeting board members unanimously ap-
proved the FY2023 Tentative Budget. The Gen-
eral Fund Budget total revenue is estimated to 
be $36,213,096.00. Revenue for the Capital Proj-
ects Budget is projected at $3,175,000.00. The 
Special Funds Budget revenue is projected to 
be $15,893,517.83. The total projected revenue 
for FY2023 is $55,281,613.83.

Under expenditures, General Fund expen-
ditures are projected to be $38,123,812.11, 
Capital Projects spending at $5,925,000.00 and 
Special Funds spending at $16,300,355.41 for a 
total expenditures estimated at $60,349,167.52. 

The anticipated fund balance as of July 
1, 2022 is $14,500,000.00 for General Fund, 
$10,600,000.00 for Capital Projects and 
$4,000,000.00 for Special Funds for a total 
fund balance of $29,100,000.00. The antici-
pated fund balance for June 30, 2023 is Gen-
eral Fund at $12,589,283.89, Capital Projects at 
$7,850,000.00, Special Funds at $3,593,162.42 
for a total of $24,032,446.31.
Public input

Prior to the Public Input portion of the 
meeting, Chairman Stewart Reeves read aloud 
a portion of the board’s policy on Public Input. 
The policy is BCBI.

Jennifer Skinner was the only individual 
to participate in Public Input. Skinner started 
by telling everyone that there had been some 
media attention regarding the meeting and she 
stated she had nothing to do with that. Skinner 
stated that she had emailed the BOE members 
and Superintendent Dr. Scarlett Copeland re-

garding her issues with a school system em-
ployee and had not received a response. She 
presented each BOE member a copy of her 
complaint. She stated that freedom of speech 
does not mean freedom of consequences. Skin-
ner stated over the last two years a school em-
ployee has went from entertaining, to contro-
versial, to dangerous. She stated she wanted 
the issue resolved quickly. She added that this 
community has witnessed bullying and intimi-
dation by a school system employee for long 
enough. Skinner stated that she had a petition 
signed by over 300 people calling for the re-
moval of the employee. The speaker stated that 
it is the responsibility of the school board and 
superintendent to keep the school system safe 
from dangerous social media posts, actions 
and etc. She called for the employee’s social 
media posts to be taken down and added the 
staff member needs to undergo an unbiased 
mental evaluation for the peace of mind of this 
community.

Chairman Reeves thanked Skinner for her 
comments and added, “duly noted, we are lis-
tening.”
Other business

BOE members unanimously approved 
teacher recruitment to include naming student 
teachers as teachers of record as now allowed 
by the state, revised the hiring procedure to 
include hiring retired teachers who meet the 
requirements to be hired without an interview 
process, and the board approved a flyer to be 
distributed in schools for the Tri-City Bulldogs 
Football Program.

Information was presented to board mem-
bers regarding Summer School, school safety 

Appling BOE adopts $60 
million tentative budget

Back-to-School
With sleepy eyes, excitement and maybe even a few nerves, children across Appling County 

headed to school Monday morning for the start of the 2022-2023 school year. Traffic was 
heavy along Highway 15, but everyone seemed to get children to school on time. Shown 

above are members of the Class of 2023 smiling for the camera early Monday morning. 

VS.

The Appling County Lady 
Rams have a unique fund-
raiser planned for Thursday 
afternoon at the Appling 
County Recreation Complex. 
The ladies have challenged 
the Appling County Middle 
School Rams baseball team to 
a friendly game of ball on the 

diamond. 
Who will come out on top? 

The girls or the boys?
If you’d like to support the 

Lady Rams you are asked to 
dress in red. To support the 
Rams, wear black. Admission 
will be charged and conces-
sions will be available. First 

pitch is slated for 5:30 p.m., 
and again, the game will be 
played this Thursday, August 
4.

Make plans to attend this 
event and show your support 
for these middle school stu-
dent-athletes. It’s going to be 
a fun afternoon!

WHO IS BETTER? THE GIRLS OR THE BOYS?

Battle of the Stitches 
to be played Thursday

The Veterans Service 
Chief, along with medical staff 
from Dublin VA Hospital, in 
coordination with the Ameri-
can Legion Post 26 in Baxley, 
would like to invite all veter-
ans in Appling County and 
surrounding area to join us on 
Wednesday, August 10, from 

10:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. at the 
Farmers Market area at the 
water park in Baxley. 

They will be providing ser-
vices for veterans such as flu 
shots and other vaccinations, 
aide in submitting VA claims, 
appeals and VA admission. 

Also, they will be able to 

answer any questions or con-

cerns a veteran may have 

about their VA health or com-

pensations. 

Any questions, please con-

tact Aaron Carter, Command-

er American Legion Post 26, 

at 912-424-1418.

Judge Stephen Scarlett opened indictments 
on July 21 on five individuals in Appling County 
Superior Court. The following individuals were 
indicted.

Cody Raymond Cecil was indicted on eight 
counts of serious injury by vehicle, one count 
of driving under the influence – drugs, one 
count of failure to maintain lane, one count of 
driving while license suspended and one count 
of driving on the wrong side of the roadway.

Spencer Marcel Cox was indicted for aggra-
vated assault and possession of a knife during 
the commissioner of a felony.

Derick Tyrone Edge was indicted for un-
lawful acts of violence in a penal institution.

Taylor Martin Carter was indicted for ag-
gravated assault.

Kaleb Terrell Heller was indicted for aggra-
vated battery – family violence and battery – 
family violence.

By Mary Ann Ellis 

The LACS, a country duo, 
are natives of Baxley, and have 
officially been certified by the 
Recording Industry Associa-
tion of America (RIAA) Gold 
for their 2017 single “Dirt 
Road Dollars.”  Clay Sharpe 
and Brian King will soon re-
ceive their Gold plaques for 
the song.  We spoke to them 
about their success in the 
music industry and the song 
itself.  The duo and Nate Ken-
yon have been officially certi-
fied for their 2017 single “Dirt 
Road Dollars.”  First, the sin-
gle was released on the “Dirt-
bagz, Vol.1” album when the 
LACS went independent and 
launched their own record la-
bel, Dirt Rock Empire which 
Nate Kenyon was signed to.  
It became one of their big-
gest hits, with over 53 million 
views on YouTube and anoth-
er 40 million plays on Spotify.  
This RIAA certification marks 

the second career gold single 
for the LACS with their 2010 

single “Kickin’ Up Mud” also 
earning such honors.

“Our songs are about hard 
work, determination, and giv-

The LACS, Kenyon go Gold

KING AND SHARPE WITH THEIR GOLD AWARDS.

ing your all—certainly your 
best,” said Clay Sharpe. “Also, 

it was earned in a genre that 
has often been overlooked by 
the mainstream press and in-

See ‘Gold’ on 3a

See ‘BOE’ on 3a

Five indicted in Appling Superior

Veteran services coming to Baxley
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