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ATLANTA - A Glynn Coun-

ty grand jury indicted former 

Brunswick Judicial Circuit 

District Attorney Jackie John-

son Thursday for misconduct 

in the investigation of the 

shooting death of Ahmaud 

Arbery last year. (The circuit 

consists of Glynn, Camden, 

Wayne, Appling and Jeff Davis 

counties.)

Johnson is charged with 

violating her oath as a public 

official and obstructing a po-

lice officer. The first charge is 

a felony punishable by one to 

five years in prison, while the 

second is a misdemeanor.

Specifically, Johnson is ac-

cused of showing favoritism in 

the investigation toward sus-

pect Greg McMichael, who 

had worked as an investigator 

in her office, and “failing to 

treat Ahmaud Arbery and his 

family fairly and with dignity,” 

the indictment stated.

The obstruction charge re-

sults from Johnson telling two 

Glynn County police officers 

not to arrest McMichael’s son 

Travis, according to the indict-

ment.

“Our office is committed 

to ensuring those who are 

entrusted to serve are carry-

ing out their duties ethically 

and honestly,” said Georgia 

Attorney General Chris 

Carr.  “While an indictment 

was returned today, our file 

is not closed, and we will con-

tinue to investigate in order to 

pursue justice.” 

Arbery, a 25-year-old Black 

man, was gunned down in 

February of last year. He was 

jogging in the Satilla Shores 

neighborhood when the two 

McMichaels allegedly armed 

themselves, got into a pickup 

truck and chased him. They 

were able to use their truck to 

cut off his route.

A third suspect, William 

“Roddie” Bryan, is accused of 

joining the chase in a second 

truck.

All three face state charges 

of malice murder, felony mur-

der, aggravated assault, false 

imprisonment and criminal 

attempt to commit a felony. 

They also were indicted by 

a federal grand jury for hate 

crimes.

Johnson was widely criti-

cized over her handling of the 

case and lost her bid for re-

election last November.

Former Brunswick 
prosecutor indicted in 
Ahmaud Arbery case

At 8:45 a.m. at the Appling County Court-

house, the City of Baxley will hold a special 

9/11 Memorial Service commemorating 20 

years since the attacks on September 11. The 

public is invited and encouraged to attend this 

special service.

Cry Out America event slated

The community is also invited to a spe-

cial Cry Out America service at 10:30 a.m. at 

the Appling County Law Enforcement Center 

around the flag pole for a time of prayer and 

supplication for military, law enforcement, first 

responders and the nation.  

Founded following the infamous 9/11 ter-

rorist attacks, Cry Out America is a grassroots 

prayer initiative signaling hope. September 

11, 2001 was a moment that forever changed 

America. “It was a national event which affect-

ed us all,” states Ashley Wilson, former COA 

National Coordinator and current pastor of 

Lifegate Church in Lexington, KY.

For weeks and months following the 9/11 

attacks, church sanctuaries were full. People 

reached out to God for meaning.  America ral-

lied together in a real spirit of unity. However, 

churches emptied quickly, and spiritual apa-

thy resettled over the country. Deeply moved 

by this atmosphere of recurring slumber, the 

Awakening America Alliance sensed God call-

ing them to issue a resounding wake-up call to 

the church.

Cry Out America was initially promoted 

as a 9/11 noon-time prayer meeting at every 

county courthouse in America. People be-

gan crying out in repentance and asking God 

for mercy at the place of justice. 

The public is invited to join together across 

the Body of Christ, along with thousands 

across this nation, to remember 9/11 and cry 

out to the Almighty for mercy on our nation.

Events planned for 
anniversary of 9/11

Pirates move to 3-0 on season, face Tift this week
The Appling County High School Pirate football 

team was able to tame the Mustangs of South Eff-

ingham Friday night at Jimmy Swain Stadium by a 

score of 41-10. This moves the Pirates to 3-0 on 

the season. The local squad will travel to Tifton on 

Friday, September 10, to play the Blue Devils of Tift 

County High School. Kickoff is slated for 7:30 p.m. 
The Blue Devils are also 3-0 on the season. For 

complete coverage of Friday night’s game, turn to 

page 11a. Shown above is freshman Pirate Quar-

terback Dayson Griffis (12), who scambles away 
from a South Effingham defender to complete a 
pass while big Pirate lineman Garrison Coleman 

(60) pancakes a Mustang and center Lee Lightsey 
(77) prepares to help his quarterback.

By Mary Ann Ellis   

Cindy Tomberlin, Baxley-

Appling County Hospital Au-

thority Board Chair, called the 

meeting to order on August 30 

at 6 p.m., followed by the invo-

cation and the pledge.  She 

named all the people physi-

cally present in the room, 

who were as follows: Andrea 

Graham, Perry White, Kim 

Jowers, Rose Keller, John Gra-

ham, Crystal Smith, Thomas 

Simpson (board’s lawyer), 

Michelle Walls, Gary Jowers, 

Tyler Avera, and Mary Ann 

Ellis (from The Baxley News-

Banner).  Lee Lewis, Saman-

tha Craven, and Paul Rentz 

were present virtually.   They 

voted unanimously to approve 

the consent agenda.  New 

board members Perry White 

and Lee Lewis were sworn in 

that morning.  Dr. McMahan, 

Chief of Staff, could not attend 

the meeting so Rose Keller re-

ported for her.   

They voted to table the fi-

nancial report until the execu-

tive finance committee could 

meet.  They will have a called 

meeting after the executive 

session.

Rose Keller has been 

emailing as frequently as pos-

sible. ICU, PCU and the ED 

are on diversion. Lately, the 

Emergency Department has 

been on diversion more than 

off.  ICU started diversion on 

August 4, and the ER started 

on August 17.  They were sat-

urated with a large number of 

Hospital 

staff 

prepares 

for audit

By Mary Ann Ellis

The Baxley/Appling 

County Chamber of Com-

merce organized an effort to 

help the local healthcare he-

roes with a “Stock the Pantry” 

snack drive.  The community 

was invited to help and turned 

out to do so.  Since COVID-19 

is running rampant again, the 

doctors and nurses as well as 

the other medical workers 

have been overworked and 

understaffed. The Chamber 

invited the community to help 

provide drinks and snacks 

since the workers don’t al-

Chamber collects snacks for heroes
ways have time to stop and eat 

a solid lunch.  They then deliv-

ered those snacks on Friday, 

September 3, to the various 

departments.  Snacks includ-

ed granola bars, Chex Mix, 

Cheese Its, popcorn, crack-

ers, potato chips, nuts, Slim 

Jims, and dried fruits, among 

other things.  An assortment 

of drinks went too.

The Chamber thanked 

the “hardworking dedicated 

healthcare workers” and the 

following business and indi-

viduals for all their food do-

nations: Parkers of Surrency, 

Anytime Fitness, Called to 

Love, Renasant Bank, Devel-

opment Authority of Appling 

County, Bryan, Kelly, and Ma-

son Medder and Lloyd Gunter. 

Because of the generosity 

of this group, every depart-

ment and shift at Appling 

Healthcare received provi-

sions to feed them in a pinch. 

The Chamber plans to contin-

ue this effort for a few weeks.  

If you’d like to help, you may 

take snack foods to the Cham-

ber office. 
A FEW OF THE SNACKS COLLECTED.

See ‘Hospital’ on 5a


