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APPLING COUNTY VETERANS POSE FOR A PICTURE LAST THURSDAY.

By Mary Ann Ellis

On Thursday, November 11, Veter-
ans Day, an impressive parade moved 
down Golden Isles Parkway from the Ap-
pling County Sheriff’s Department to the 
courthouse.  Riding in style on a flatbed 
trailer were the honorees, Appling Coun-
ty’s veterans from all wars and all eras.  
They filled the trailer with years of wis-
dom, courage, and service as they rode 
along under a clear blue sky.  The golden 
leaves of the fall trees provided the back-
drop for the scene.  

Along the street waited a sizeable 
turnout of citizens to applaud them and 
say thank you for their service.  Behind 
them followed a variety of vehicles from 
sports cars to fire trucks and ambu-

lances.  Beauty queens, cheerleaders, 
the state champion girls’ softball team, 
and many others rode on the various ve-
hicles.  The Appling County Pirate Bri-
gade marched proudly in step to the beat 
of their drummers.  The JROTC cadets 
marched too, carrying the flags straight 
and proud above their heads. Spectators 
waved smaller flags, and children pointed 
index fingers at new sights.  

When everyone had arrived at the 
courthouse and settled into seats or found 
a place to stand or lean, a carefully crafted 
program began as Mia Gruber, President 
of the Class of 2022, called the audience 
to order and introduced the keynote 
speaker, Trey Wiggins, who spent 16 1/2 
years in the navy after graduating from 

the naval academy.  

“We have a duty after we leave the 

military,” Wiggins said.  “We must teach 

our children.  We have a moral and ethi-

cal responsibility to do so.”

The hauntingly beautiful “Taps” 

played as a wreath was placed at the war 

memorial.  Senior Madison Bragg read 

“In Flanders Field” as the program pro-

ceeded. Each group of veterans came for-

ward to be honored according to when 

they served.  All in all, the service was 

one most fitting to honor our most de-

serving citizens, our veterans.  Hats off 

to those who had a hand in planning and 

carrying it out.       

Veterans Day parade and 
ceremony well attended

COMPLETE VIDEO OF PARADE AND CEREMONY MAY BE VIEWED ON THE NEWS-BAN-

NER’S FACEBOOK PAGE. ALSO MORE PHOTOS ARE POSTED ON OUR FACEBOOK PAGE.

LEFT - JRTOC MEMBERS STAND AT ATTENTION DURING CEREMONY. CENTER - TREY WIGGINS WAS THE GUEST 

SPEAKER DURING THE CEREMONY. RIGHT - THE SHRINERS’ TRUCK WAS A BIG HIT DURING THE PARADE.

District Attorney Keith 
Higgins announced Novem-
ber 9 that Louis Jose Torres, 
22, of Blackshear, was con-
victed of two counts of felony 
murder, conspiracy to commit 
aggravated assault, aggravat-
ed assault and tampering with 
evidence, following a bench 
trial held on September 23, 
2021.

Torres is one of six co-
defendants charged in the 
December 30, 2018, death 
of Dennis William Bryant 
behind a hotel in the first 
block of Heritage Street in 
Baxley. Torres was initially 
tried in 2019, convicted, and 
sentenced to life in prison 
with the possibility of parole; 
however, the Appling County 
Superior Court granted him 
a new trial following a ruling 
that his defense attorney was 
ineffective. On November 8 
Superior Court Judge Stephen 
D. Kelley handed down his 
verdict and sentenced Torres 
to life in prison with eligibil-
ity for parole after 30 years. 
Chief Assistant District Attor-
ney Ian R. Heap, who tried the 
case for the State, observed, 
“The right to be represented 
by competent counsel is not 
a technicality. There could be 
no confidence in Torres’ prior 
conviction.  Now the facts and 
the law have been put to the 
ultimate test, and the citizens 
of Appling County can have 
confidence in the murder con-

viction and life sentence for 
Louis Torres.”

Evidence presented at the 
bench trial showed that Tor-
res admitted to being the look-
out during the robbery of Bry-
ant behind a hotel in Baxley. 
During the ensuing struggle, 
Bryant brandished a firearm 
in self-defense, which Tor-
res grabbed and tried to take 
away from Bryant, who was 
fatally stabbed to death at the 
scene. Torres suffered mul-
tiple gunshot wounds and sub-
sequently fled the scene with 
the remaining co-defendants.

Two co-defendants, broth-
ers Rhett Austin Wheeler, 23, 
of Baxley, and Rocky Alton 
Wheeler, 20, of Blackshear, 
previously pled guilty in Ap-
pling County Superior Court 
to felony murder for fatally 
stabbing Bryant to death, and 
they were both sentenced to 
life in prison.  Neither of the 
two brothers will be eligible 
for parole for at least 30 years.

The remaining three co-
defendants await trial. Two of 
the co-defendants, Gabrielle 
Elizabeth Labaco, 21, of New 
Jersey and Catherine Layne 
Zipperer, 19, of Blackshear, 
are also charged with felony 
murder. The third remaining 
co-defendant, Daisy Miranda 
Lott, 21, of Alpharetta, was 
indicted for tampering with 
evidence and hindering the 
apprehension of a fugitive. 

Man convicted 
of felony murder 
charges in 2018 
Baxley murder

Many enjoy festival
Thousands attended the Pigs N’ Pickin’ Festival held at the 

Appling County Ag Center this past Friday and Saturday. The 

festival included live country concerts, vendors, kid activities, 

shows, a BBQ cookoff and much more. Above, young Elodie 
Jackson enjoys getting her face painted by a vendor. More 
photos on page 8a and on Facebook.

Judge Guy indicts five

Schools closed Friday
The Appling County 

School System notified the 
public Monday that public 
schools in Appling will be 
closed on Friday, November 
19. The school system stated 
that this is due to the next 
round of state football playoffs 
and the competition cheer-
leading state championship. 

The system stated, “Due 

to the shortage of bus drivers 
and the 12 bus drivers needed 
to transport students to the 
weekend events, we will not 
have school on Friday. We 
have several staff involved as 
coaches, instructors, and/or 
parents who will also be trav-
eling to these events. There-
fore, there will be a shortage 
of staff/substitutes Friday.”

In the Superior Court of Appling County five indictments 
were opened on November 9 by Judge Robert W. Guy, Jr.

Ulise Rubio was indicted for possession of marijuana, more 
than an ounce, and possession of a Schedule II controlled sub-
stance.

Mason Riley Overstreet was indicted for aggravated assault, 
fleeing or attempting to elude a police officer, possession of 
methamphetamine, speeding and reckless driving.

Amanda Sue Novak was indicted for obstruction of an offi-
cer, and possession of a Schedule II controlled substance.

Larry Allen Sellers was indicted for aggravated assault and 
battery - family violence.

Phil Cornelis Parham was indicted for aggravated assault 
and terroristic threats.

PIRATES HEADED TO SECOND 
ROUND OF AAA PLAYOFFS...

SEE PAGE 7A

By Mary Ann Ellis

If you are hosting a Thanks-
giving meal at your house this 
year, now is the time to shop 
for your staples.  That frozen 
turkey can sit just as well in 
your freezer as in the grocer’s, 
and if the ham is smoked, no 
need to freeze.  Read the label.  
It says best if used by January 
1, 2022.  You could even buy 
your Christmas ham if you’d 
like, and it will be fine.  

One grocer said that he’s 
certain that cranberries and 
canned pumpkin won’t be 
nearly as scarce as toilet paper 
and hand sanitizer were about 
a year ago.  But it’s not a good 
idea to wait until t he last min-
ute this year, and, by the way, 
be prepared to pay more.

Shop early for the 

Thanksgiving meal, 

bring lots of money
Veronica Nigh, senior 

economist at the American 
Farm Bureau Federation, said 
she would expect the cost of a 
typical Thanksgiving dinner to 
increase roughly in line with 
the U.S. Department of Agri-
culture’s 3% to 4% forecasted 
rise in food prices for the year.

Last year, the average 
cost of a thanksgiving dinner 
for ten people with a sixteen-
pound turkey, a variety of side 
dishes expected for that meal, 
and homemade pumpkin pies 
was about $50 according to 
the Farm Bureau’s annual sur-
vey.  If the Farm Bureau esti-
mates are right for this year, 
the price will only increase 
by about $1.64.  Shoppers and 

See ‘Shop’ on 6a


