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Citizens speak out
during public input
By Jamie Gardner
Several citizens stepped
up to the microphone on
Tuesday, October 6, to express concerns to the Appling
County Board of Commissioners on several topics during
the board’s monthly meeting.
Baxley City Council member Santina Fryer was first
to speak and she asked the
commissioners to reconsider
a recent decision to not install
lighting at the Ernest J. Parker Park softball/baseball field.
Fryer told board members
that the lighting is needed for
safety and for continued beautification of the park.
Next Steven Lee Henry
stepped up to the podium and
announced that he is running
for county commissioner and
added that he wants to work
with all of the commissioners to help the county bounce
back from the impacts of COVID-19 on the community.
Kay Haire was next and
reported to the commission-

ers that there has been a lot
of four-wheeler and ATV traffic up and down the road she
resides on, Holland Road Extension. She said that she has
tried to get the issue resolved
by working with the Sheriff’s
Department and added that
she would like to see about
getting the road abandoned
or closed. Haire also reported
that EMTs have had difficulty
finding homes in the area due
to changes with the name
of the roadways in the area
where she lives.
Rick Herndon was the last
speaker during public input
and he too talked about the
name of Holland Road (Extension). Herndon stated that
since he has lived on the road,
the mail has changed at least
four times and his family has
difficulty receiving packages.
He reported that he had spoken with E911 Director Henry
Alderman about the issue and
added that he felt like it was
time to go higher on trying to

get the issues fixed.
Other business
On a split vote, the commissioners approved the purchase of acoustical panels for
the Appling Ag Center at a
cost of $115,350.00. Two bids
were submitted on the project.
The first bid was submitted
by Stage Front of Savannah at
$115,350.00. Stage Front will
provide ceiling panels and wall
panels for the facility. The second bid was submitted by JM
Miles Construction of Baxley
at $88,052.00. JM Miles bid
included installing ceiling
tiles. Commissioners Sarah
Boatright, Ronnie Rentz and
Theodore Wilkerson all voted
in favor of going with Stage
Front. Commissioners Daryl
Edwards and Charlie Leggett
opposed the measure.
Board members unanimously approved reappointing Jimmy McMillan to the
Appling County DFCS board.
The commissioners ap-
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A change in careers
The Appling County Pirates made the short trip to Jesup this past Friday night to play the
Yellow Jackets of Wayne County. It was a battle from beginning to end, but in the closing seconds of the game Appling County scored a touchdown to defeat Wayne by a score of 23-20.
The bottom photo shows Jamori Wright (19) running with the ball after one of his interceptions
against the Jackets. Wright had an outstanding game. Complete coverage on 1b.

Illegal alien sentenced to
federal prison for trying
to lure teenager for sex
A Mexican national who attempted to lure
a young teen for sexual activity has been sentenced to more than six years in federal prison.
Alvaro Hernandez, 36, of Bristol, a citizen of Mexico illegally present in the United
States, was sentenced to 76 months in federal
prison by U.S. District Court Judge Lisa Godbey Wood after pleading guilty to Attempted
Coercion and Enticement, said Bobby L. Christine, U.S. Attorney for the Southern District of
Georgia. Herndandez will be required to register as a sex offender and to serve 10 years
of supervised release after completion of his
prison sentence. There is no parole in the federal system.
“Alvaro Hernandez was enjoying his illegal access to the American dream, living and
working in rural Georgia, when he tried to pay
for sex with someone he believed was a child,”
said U.S. Attorney Christine. “Our law enforcement partners helped protect our community
from this predator by intercepting him during
the perverted attempt.”
According to court documents and testimony, in March 2019, investigators with the U.S.
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Naval Criminal Investigative Service (NCIS)
and the Camden County Sheriff’s Office, along
with the Internet Crimes Against Children
Task Force, conducted a joint operation targeting child predators operating near Submarine
Base Kings Bay. Hernandez, who responded
to an internet message purporting to be from
a 14-year-old offering sex for money, was arrested after he drove from his residence, and
arrived at what he believed was the teen’s residence in St. Mary’s.
“This sentencing should serve as a warning
that sexual predators who target vulnerable
children will be fully investigated and prosecuted,” said NCIS Southeast Field Office Special
Agent in Charge Thomas Cannizzo. “NCIS is
grateful to the Camden County Sheriff’s Office
for its continued partnership in keeping communities where Navy and Marine Corps families live safe.”
The case was prosecuted by Special Assistant U.S. Attorney Katelyn Semales and Assistant U.S. Attorney and Organized Crime Drug
Task Force Coordinator Marcela C. Mateo.

By Mar y Ann Ellis
Adam Riddle, son of Richard and the late Joyce Riddle,
grew up right here in Appling
County, a country boy who
relished his childhood. He
played in the band and graduated from Appling County
High School in 2001, after
which he went to Darton State
College in Albany to become a
registered nurse. From there
he went to work at Emmanuel
Medical Center in the medical
ICU. After a few years in that
position, he needed a break
and started working at hospice. He’d been there for a few
months when his mother was
diagnosed with non-Hodgkin’s lymphoma, a cancer that
starts in the white blood cells
called lymphocytes, which are
part of the body’s immune
system.
“I then realized that I could
not help others die and take
care of my mama, too,” Adam
said. “I was thankful though
that I had had the hospice experience and training. I left
my job and came home. I am
so glad that I did. I didn’t cry
at her funeral because I’d had
a chance to say everything
to her that I needed to say. I
have no regrets about the
care Dad and I gave her. In
the three months before she
died, we left her alone for only

three hours. One of us did the
day shift; the other, the night.

ADAM RIDDLE, NRA CERTIFIED FIREARMS INSTRUCTOR AND CHIEF RANGE SAFETY OFFICER.
We were at Emory part of the
time. I got to tell her that she
was the best mother anyone
could ever have. People don’t
usually get to say that. Dad
and I agree that we would
take care of her and enjoy her
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while she was still with us. We
could be selfish and cry for

Her services include chronic disease management, health maintenance screenings, acute care,
women’s health, weight management, physical exams, disease prevennon, and paaent educaaon.
Rachel specializes in helping adults manage the aging process and live their best lives.
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ourselves after she was gone.”
After her passing, Adam
decided to stay around with
his dad for a while and gravitated to competitive shooting,
which Adam Gruber intro-
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