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On Friday, July 30, the Ap-
pling County Sheriff’s Office 
completed an investigation 
which resulted in search war-
rants being executed simulta-
neously at 168 Dolphus Lane; 
1325 Zoar Road; 1280 Ben 
Carter Road; and 1309 Zoar 
Road. 

As a result of the searches, 
deputies seized six firearms, 
pounds of high-grade marijua-
na, numerous THC products 
(edibles and vapes), two vehi-
cles and $25,045.00 in US Cur-
rency. Arrests included Dylan 
Charles Nazworth, 21, Jared 
Alan Fields, 34, Kylie Bre-
anna Dykes, 28, Ulise Rubio, 
21, Herman Russell Murray, 
49, Kimberly Gray Sellers, 46, 
Kara Reagin Haddock, 18, and  
James Lewis Jones, 20. All are 
charged with multiple charg-
es of Violation of the Georgia 
Controlled Substances Act. 

Sheriff Mark Melton re-
minds parents and citizens 
of Appling County that mari-
juana and ingestible items 
containing Tetrahydrocan-
nabinol (commonly referred 
to as THC) is illegal. This in-

vestigation revealed multiple 
individuals obtaining these 
products. In addition to being 
illegal, there are several safety 
concerns for people consum-
ing THC edibles. Because of 
low quality assurance when 
producing these products, 
THC levels vary, and potency 
can be unknown. Additionally, 
an individual can experience 
delayed effects with a high 
potential for overdose. Other 
negative side effects or symp-
toms of ingesting high potent 
edibles are drowsiness, confu-
sion, vomiting, anxiety, panic 
attacks, agitation, psychotic 
episodes, hallucinations, para-
noia, impaired motor ability, 
respiratory depression and 
hearing problems. Some of 
the items recovered resem-
bled chocolate chip cookies 
and chocolate candy bars.   

Sheriff Melton would like 
to recognize and extend a 
thank you to Wayne County 
Sheriff Chuck Mosley and 
Jesup Police Chief Perry Mor-
gan for their assistance provid-
ing resources that aided with 
completing these searches. 

NAZWORTH FIELDS

DYKES RUBIO

MURRAY SELLERS

HADDOCK JONESCASH, GUNS, DRUGS AMONG ITEMS RECOVERED.

Appling Healthcare has suspended hospital visits due to an 
increase in positive COVID-19 cases in Appling and surround-
ing counties.

Effective immediately, Appling Healthcare announces the 
following procedural changes are in place until further notice.

• Visitors will NOT be allowed except for extenuating cir-
cumstances or compassionate care, such as end-of-life. These 
decisions are made under the direction/order of the attending 
physician and on a case-by-case basis.

• All patient visits to Appling Healthcare’s main hospital are 
suspended except one parent or caregiver for patients under 
the age of 18.

• All staff within the main hospital, nursing home, and phy-
sician clinics are being screened daily.

• All patients must have an order from a physician or provid-
er for all outpatient services, unless seeking emergency care.

• Appling Healthcare’s physician clinics are requiring all 
patients to call prior to their visits, as they currently are not 
accepting any walk-ins. Patients under the age of 18 must be 
accompanied by one adult only.

As a reminder, the following measures continue to be in 
place:

• All patients should use the Outpatient/Emergency En-
trance. When entering the hospital, please go directly to admis-
sions to begin the required screening. This brief process con-
sists of a quick screening for possible coronavirus symptoms 
along with questions about their recent travel history and any 
interactions with individuals diagnosed with COVID-19.

These decisions are based on Appling Healthcare’s focus 
on the safety and well-being of patients, staff and community. 
All restrictions and procedural changes are temporary, but may 
change as Appling Healthcare continues to monitor the corona-
virus. Updates will be provided as soon as they become avail-
able.

Appling Healthcare is continuing to closely monitor COV-
ID-19 in partnership with local and state health agencies and 
the Centers for Disease Control.

Hospital officials continue to ask that patients contact their 
primary care physician if they are experiencing COVID-19 
symptoms. However, if you are experiencing an emergency 
medical condition of any kind, you should still go to the emer-
gency room as soon as possible or call 911.

For the latest information regarding COVID-19 and tips 
on protecting yourself and others, visit https://www.cdc.gov/
coronavirus/2019-ncov/prevent-getting-sick/prevention.
html  and information on county positivity rate, visit  https://
dph.georgia.gov/covid-19-daily-status-report.
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Commissioners ask 
for county to be 
made whole again
By Jamie Gardner

A number of Appling Countians attended the Georgia Gen-
eral Assembly’s Joint Reapportionment and Resdistricting 
Hearing held in Brunswick on July 26. The committee made 
up of Georgia House and Senate members heard from a large 
number of individuals with various concerns about the process. 
Many asked for the new district maps to remain impartial and 
open to the public. 

Following the last reapportionment and redistricting, Ap-
pling County was split basically in half between two house dis-
tricts (156 and 178). Many in the community have expressed 
they’d like to see Appling made whole again within the Geor-
gia House of Representatives. Appling County Commissioner 
Chairman Mike Shumans and District 4 Commissioner Doug 
Harris both spoke to committe members. Harris told the com-
mittee that he’d like to see the state house and senate districts 
drawn according to natural geographic locations and asked that 
maps be drawn accordingly if possible. 

Chairman Shumans told the committee that he appreciated 
the opportunity to speak. He added that he understands the 
members have a difficult task ahead of them and said he knows 
they are not going to please everyone. Shumans said that he’d 
like to make one request on behalf of the citizens of Appling 
County and that is for the community to be represented by only 
one representative instead of two.

For more information on the hearing visit house.ga.gov.

By Jamison Guice,

Gardner Newspapers

Appling County’s Board 
of Education held its regular 
monthly meeting on July 26 
with all members present. Af-
ter the invocation and pledge, 
the members voted to move 
up Information Item H. - Ath-
letic Update to the first infor-
mational item.

Superintendent Dr. Scar-
lett Miles Copeland opened 
the session with the district’s 
upcoming school year and 
reminded the public of impor-
tant dates.

Some dates include Ap-
pling County’s first day of 
school on Aug. 2, teacher ori-
entation occurring on July 22 

and July 26, teacher pre-plan-
ning from July 27 to July 30 
and the county’s open house 
times and dates. More infor-
mation can be found at www.
appling.k12.ga.us.

Additionally, Copeland en-
couraged people to visit the 
county’s school board website 
to provide feedback on the 
county’s mathematics. The 
public has 30 days to submit 
comments which will then 
help craft future curriculum.

A new platform allows sin-
gle sign-on via Cloud for staff 
members. Copeland said this 
allows teachers to have tech-
nology access at home and not 
just on school property. 

Copeland also thanked 

many local partners who 
helped open schools by pro-
viding handbooks, calendars 
and items for Nutripacks.

The board then approved 
the Consent agenda (those 
items previously discussed) 
which included two items: fun-
draisers and the FY22 Salary 
Schedules. 

The Head Football Coach 
and Athletic Director Jordan 
Mullis presented the athletic 
update which included sports 
highlights, a golf fundraiser on 
July 31, supplement updates, 
the betterment of sports facili-
ties and equipment, conces-
sion allocations, new hires 
and pre-planning. 

These are the positions 

Athletic Director Mullis updates BOE
Mullis asked the board to ap-
prove:

- Asst. Track and Field 
Coach - ACMS

- Female Cross-Country 
Coach - ACMS

- Asst. Baseball Coach - 
ACMS

Off-season hires previous-
ly approved:

- Nick Hayes - ACHS - Of-
fice Coordinator 

- Bruce Clark - ACHS - 
Wrestling Coach

- Bubba Walker - ACHS - 
Defensive Coordinator Coach

- Katie Rountree - ACHS - 
Sideline Cheer Head Coach

- LeeAnne Ewaldsen, Joel-
len Stone - ACHS - Competi-
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