
Representative Greg Mor-

ris, a Vidalia native who is cur-

rently representing the 156th 

District in the Georgia House 

of Representatives, was elect-

ed as the new State Trans-

portation Board member to 

represent the 12th Congres-

sional District.  The district 

includes counties in east cen-

tral and east southern Georgia 

and is comprised of Appling, 

Bulloch, Burke, Candler, Cof-

fee, Columbia, Effingham, 

Emanuel, Evans, Jeff Davis, 

Jenkins, Laurens, Montgom-

ery, Richmond, Screven, 

Tattnall, Toombs, Treutlen 

and, Wheeler counties. It also 

includes parts of Columbia, 

and Effingham counties. 

Morris will take his seat 

on the State Transportation 

Board at the conclusion of 

the current legislative session 

and replaces State Transpor-

tation Board Member Don 

Grantham, who served on the 

State Transportation Board 

for nine years. Grantham re-

cently stepped down after be-

ing appointed by Governor 

Brian P. Kemp to the board of 

the Georgia Ports Authority. 

Morris will serve out the re-

mainder of Grantham’s term 

which expires in 2024.

As graduate of the Univer-

sity of Georgia with a degree 

in Political Science, Morris 

served his native county for 

three years as a Toombs Coun-

ty commissioner. He was first 

elected to the Georgia State 

House of Representatives in 

1998. Presently, he is serving 

as chairman of the Banks and 

Banking Committee, as well 

as a member on the Appropri-

ations, Code Revision, Natural 

Resources and Environment, 

and Rules committees. Serv-

ing as the spokesman under 

the Gold Dome for House 

District 156, he represents 

the communities of Appling, 

Jeff Davis, Montgomery and 

Toombs counties.

Morris will continue to 

serve as a state representa-

tive until his election to the 

state transportation board is 

certified. It is assumed that 

a special election would then 

be called to fill Morris’ state 

house seat.

He and his wife Amy have 

two sons, Andrew and Jona-

than.
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Train and truck collide
On Thursday, April 1, a Deep South Farm truck hauling farm 

chemicals to a local farmer and a Norfolk Southern train col-

lided at the Buck Head Road railroad crossing in Pine Grove. 

Luckily the driver of the truck only received minor injuries as 

a result of the accident. It was unclear what type of chemicals 

(shown spilling above) were on the truck, but a clean up crew 

worked late into the afternoon cleaning up the area around 

the scene of the accident. The train stopped about a half mile 

from the intial accident. The News-Banner contacted the Re-

idsville Post of the Georgia State Patrol on Monday for more 

information on the accident, but the accident report was not 

available at that time.

Federal civil 
case against 
school system 
may go to trial
By Jamie Gardner

A federal civil lawsuit filed against the Appling County 

School District could soon head to trial. Following a motion for 

summary judgment, Federal Southern District Court Judge 

Lisa Godbey Wood wrote that the motion for summary judg-

ment was denied based on the plaintiffs’ Title IX case against 

the school district. Wood issued the judgment on March 31.

This lawsuit was filed in 2018 against the school system and 

other parties by two former students who were victims of former 

Appling County High School teacher Michael Glenn Waters. 

Students came forward in 2015 with allegations that Waters had 

committed several acts of sexual misconduct against them. Wa-

ters was arrested and the former teacher was convicted of five 

counts of child molestation and one count of sexual exploitation 

of children. He later pled guilty to the charges, was sentenced 

and is currently serving 25-year sentence for the charges.

The plaintiffs in the federal civil lawsuit contend Appling 

County School District, despite knowledge of prior allegations 

of misconduct at his prior teaching assignment in Camden 

County, allowed the teacher to remain employed even after nu-

merous instances of his continued alleged misconduct.

“My clients have endured incredible trauma and unfortu-

nately, the systems that should have been there to protect them 

failed,” said Attorney for the plaintiffs Melvin Hewitt (Hewitt 

and Jarome Gautreaux are representing the plaintiffs). “This 

ruling allows our clients to move forward to seek justice for 

what happened. The bottom line is the Appling County School 

District was deliberately indifferent in its hiring and supervi-

sion of a teacher at Appling County High School. Our clients’ 

biggest fear is that this could happen again to others, and that’s 

why we want the district to be held accountable. We are grateful 

we can move ahead with our Title IX case and look forward to 

introducing the evidence in court.”

The News-Banner reached out to the Appling County School 

District for comment, and as of press time, the newspaper had 

not received a response.
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Hardee’s 

reopens
On Wednesday, March 31, 

at 10:00 a.m., the Baxley – 

Appling County Chamber of 

Commerce hosted a Ribbon 

Cutting event for member, 

Hardee’s. The event was held 

at 653 South Main Street. 

The ribbon cutting was well 

attended by the chamber 

board of directors, chamber 

members, and community 

members. Owner, Robert 

Wiggins Jr. and his son, Trey, 

thanked everyone for coming 

out and helping celebrate the 

big event. 

By Mary Ann Ellis

At 510 Patterson Road, 

Baxley, Georgia, sprawls 

Gardner Apiaries.  Fifteen-

year-old Michael (Mike) 

Gardner actually became en-

amored with bees because he 

had an older friend who kept 

some.  Michael would fin-

ish his chores and then visit 

his friend and the bees.  The 

friends would hang out, watch 

the buzzing creatures, and 

study their habits; by doing 

so, Michael learned a lot.  One 

day he was on the school bus 

when a swarm of bees settled 

PAT AND MIKE GARDNER AND THEIR BEE SIGN.  THE 

BEES ON TOP OF THE SIGN ARE HAND-CARVED IN 

WOOD BY A MICHIGAN CRAFTSMAN.

Keeping the Bees
on the big windshield.  The 

driver turned on the wipers, 

and the bees swarmed to a 

bush. 

“I hurried home, dumped 

my dad’s Sunday shoes out of 

the shoe box he stored them 

in, cut a hole in it, and went 

back to collect those bees,” 

Michael said. “They swarmed 

into my box and I took home 

my first bees.  My dad wasn’t 

happy; I wasn’t really happy 

about the whipping I got ei-

ther, but I’d found my vocation 

whether I knew it or not.”

See ‘Bees’ on 3a


