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See ‘Clerk’ on 5a

PIRATES NOW 8-0!
The Appling County High School football team 

moved to 8-0 (2-0 in region play) on the season 

after crushing Tattnall County Friday night at 

Jimmy Swain Stadium 42-7. The Pirates are one 

of the top-ranked teams in all of AAA. Above, the 

very first offensive play of the game was this pass 
from QB Dayson Griffis to receiver Taylen Crosby. 
After the catch Crosby ran the ball 80 yards for the 

Pirates first touchdown of the evening. For more 
on this past week’s game, turn to page 8a.

According to District Attorney Keith 

Higgins, an Appling County man who 

killed a pedestrian in a hit-and-run crash 

in Baxley on Mother’s Day 2018 (May 13) 

was convicted by a jury on September 22.

Travis Dewayne Carter, 43, of Baxley, 

was found guilty of homicide by vehicle in 

the first degree (based on hit and run) and 

second degree vehicular homicide (based 

on failure to maintain lane), and hit and 

run in the death of Kariem Conaway, 46, 

of Hazlehurst, after he crossed the center 

line of Sursson Street in Baxley, careened 

into a Mother’s Day cookout and struck 

Conaway, knocking him into a ditch and 

causing fatal injury. Witnesses testified 

Carter got out of his vehicle, looked at 

the victim, then got back into his 1990 

Chevrolet Caprice without rendering aid 

and fled the scene.

On October 14, Superior Court Judge 

Stephen D. Kelley sentenced Carter to 15 

years with 8 years to be served in prison, 

the remainder on probation.

“This is a tragic case that will forever 

change the lives of everyone involved,” 

said Jan Kennedy, an Assistant District 

Attorney with the Brunswick Judicial 

Circuit, who prosecuted the case. “Mr. 

Carter’s callous and reckless actions are 

compounded by his decision to leave his 

victim for dead, thinking only of himself. 

We offer our sincerest sympathies to Mr. 

Conaway’s family and the witnesses who 

will forever be impacted by this crime, and 

we thank the jury for having the courage 

to convict Mr. Carter for the grief he has 

caused our community.”

The trial, State of Georgia v. Travis 

Dewayne Carter, began September 

21 with jury selection the day before, 

and ended September 22 with the jury 

returning guilty verdicts the same day.  

Carter was acquitted on charges of 

homicide by vehicle in the first degree 

based on driving under the influence.

For more information about the 

District Attorney for the Brunswick 

Judicial Circuit, please visit  www.

BrunswickDA.org.

Appling man convicted 
in fatal hit-and-run case

In the Superior Court 

of Appling County, 

indictments were opened 

on October 14 by Judge 

Stephen D. Kelly. The 

indictments are listed 

below.

Derick Tyrone Edge 

was indicted on one count 

of aggravated assault.

Brandon O’Neal King 

was indicted on one count 

each of aggravated assault 

and obstruction of an 

officer.

Larry William Mock 

was indicted on one count 

of each of terroristic 

threats, obstruction of an 

officer, and possession of a 

firearm by convicted felon.

Paris Lovette Solomon 

was indicted on three 

counts of obstruction of an 

officer.

Raymond Rod Solomon 

was indicted on one count 

of each aggravated assault, 

cruelty to children in the 

first degree and possession 

of a firearm by convicted 

felon.

Montavious Lajames 

Wilborn was indicted on 

one count of aggravated 

assault on a peace officer.

Rosby Rashawn Stone 

was indicted on one count 

of possession of marijuana 

with intent to distribute.

Kiericka Shanquial 

Harrison was indicted on 

one count of possession 

of marijuana with intent to 

distribute.

Derick Tyrone Edge 

was indicted on one count 

of each of possession of 

methamphetamine and 

possession of marijuana 

with intent to distribute. 

Judge Stephen Kelly 

opens nine indictments

The Appling County Pirate 

Brigade competed on Saturday, 

October 16 at the Sound of Silver 

Marching Competition at Pierce 

County High School.  

The Band received a superior 

rating in overall band, drum 

major, percussion and auxiliary.  

Drum Major April Johnson 

was best in class drum major and 

best overall drum major for the 

competition.

The Percussion and 

Auxiliary were second overall in 

competition.

At the end of the competition 

the Pirate Brigade was awarded 

Best in Class AAAA and the 

Overall Grand Champion Band 

with a score of 95.

This is the fifth time the Pirate 

Brigade has been the Grand 

Champion of the Sound of Silver 

contest.

Congratulations to the 

band students and staff for an 

outstanding job.

PIRATE BRIGADE MEMBERS CELEBRATE FIFTH GRAND CHAMPION TITLE.

Sound of Silver Grand Champions

By Noah Gardner

The Baxley City Council held its regu-

lar meeting on October 13, 2021. Mayor 

Tim Varnadore called the meeting to or-

der and led the meeting in the Pledge of 

Allegiance, and Councilman Adam Thom-

as gave the invocation.

At the meeting the mayor announced 

that the City of Baxley has a blessed staff. 

One of these members is Reba Cash who 

was hired on October 3, 1981 to work for 

the city. She started as a dispatcher for 

the Baxley Police Department. He stated 

that she started working with excitement 

and personality that doesn’t go away and 

has kept that same energy throughout the 

entirety of her employment. She was later 

transferred to the front office and worked 

her way up to being City Clerk. He com-

mented that her care, energy, and person-

ality have carried her a long way. 

Cash is a Georgia State Certified Clerk 

and has many awards as a clerk. She 

did not get the job because of how long 

she worked there. It was how hard she 

worked for her job. She keeps the office 

running and alive, stated the mayor. He 

stated that he doesn’t have to worry about 

anything at city hall because she worries 

enough for them all. The mayor said she 

has become the face of city hall and that 

when people visit the office, they look for 

Cash. He told Cash that it has been a 

City clerk retiring

LEFT TO RIGHT - FORMER CITY MANAGER JEFF BAXLEY, CITY ATTORNEY 

ALEX JOHNSON, COUNCIL MEMBER MICKEY BASS, MAYOR TIM VARNA-

DORE, CITY CLERK REBA CASH, COUNCIL MEMBER BETTY LIVINGSTON, 

COUNCIL MEMBER ORA HALL, COUNCIL MEMBER ADAM THOMAS AND 

CITY MANAGER REID LOVETT.

Scarecrow competition in full swing
Livvy Davis and the Downtown Development Authority has a scarecrow competition going on right 

now.  The deadline has now past, but many people are participating - businesses, schools, clubs, 

etc.  Some of the entries are shown below, but many more are all around town.  Ride around with your 

friends or families and take a look. Then go back and vote for your favorites on Facebook. That’s the 

way to select the winner this year. Check them all out first and then vote.


