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Undermanned, not undone

The Badgers offense stole
the show, but the defense
was just as impressive.
By Ju pOLZIN

polzingmadisan.com

Notonly was the University of Wis-
consin football team's defense facing
its stiffest challenge to date this sea-
son, it was doing so \au(m ay might
without all hands on deck.

It didn't seem to matter much dur-
ing the Badgers' 48-17 victory over
Nebraska in a Big Ten Conference
opener at Camp Randall Stadium.

Russell Wilson, Montee Ball and
the high-powered UW offense stole
the show — what's new? — bat the
defensedid its share to deliver an eye-
opening victory fot the Badgers.

After a rocky start, UW's defense
forced three turnovers that led to
touchdowns and helped the Badgers
turn a seven-point, second-quarter
deficit into a rout,

“I don't say this often, but 1 love
our defense? U'W junior center Peter
Konz said. “Those guys are just fan
tastic competitors”

Nebraska finished with season lows
in points, fotal yards {335) and rush-
ing vards (159) in its first league game
as a member of the Big Ten,

Linebacker Mike Taylor, safety
Aaran Henry and comerback Antomio
Fenelushad interceptions for the Bad-
gers, who were playing without three

pbemid sctce Comenack Dev
Smith (foot
{omisecalf amc v
silbert, who broke his foot in practi
had surgery Wednesday and
will miss four o six weeks
It got worse for the Badgers in
second quarter when Dezmen
Johnson's replacernent
game briefly with an injury

left the
His expected backup, Adam Hamp-
ton, injured a hamsiring in practi
this week, so UW turned to fourth-
stringer Josh Peprah.

Butthe Badgersdidn't flinch. While
Wilsn, Ball and Co. were putting up

points, the defense was either caus
ing turnovers or forcing punts.
“I1's huge!” UW middle linebacker

you're going o need it in this leagy
e takeaways were huge, but so
e defense’s ability to slow Ne
‘s vaunted runniny
Cornhuskers were @
rushing yards per game but had just
106 going into the fourth quarter.
Nebraska's top tailback, Rex Burk
head, finished with 18 carries for 96
yards, but most of that damage was
done aiter the game was already out
of reach. Quarterback Taylor Marti-
nez, who had five runs of 37 yards or
Tonger in his first four games and was
averaging 6.7 per carry entering the
game, had a long run of 11 and fin-
Ished with 0] yards o 20 carries
The Cornhuskers were 10-0 when
Martinez rushes for af least 50 yards. o

Make that 10-1

“He didn't gash us;* Borland said.

There was cause for concern early
in the game W gave up some
bigt plays in the passing game. Marti-
nez's throwing motion isanything but
pretty, but it didn't need to be totake
advantage of coverage breakdowns.

Martinez completed five of his
first seven passes for 89 yardson Ne-
braska's first fhree series, staking the
Cornhuskers t . UW twice
blew coverages, lesding to comple-
Hiarts of 20 and 28 yards.

| was really frustrated because
some guys had blownsome things that
wedidall week n practice” UW coach

aid, *I said, Fellas, the
hey've got points on the
nowis becautse of s

“From that point forward, it was
fust ealmness and the game slowed
down for them?

Nebraska's six_possessions
ended as follows: punt, inferception,
interception, missed fild goal, inter-
ception and punt

“We didn't get rattled.” Taylor said
We just came hack, made correc-
tions and did what we had to do?”

Right upuntilthe clock read 00:00,
in fact, Facing a second-and-goal at
the UW 1, Nebraska called  time-
out with 12 seconds left o try to get
in the end zone and make the final
score look more respectable. But UW

stuffied Martinez for no gain.
“We stepped up when we needed

Henry said.

winued from Page 01

from it. Martinez fhrew three inter-
ceptions, and each one led to & UW
touchdown.

It was the 28th win for the Badgers
in their last 31 night games and T3th
straight at home. The 3i-point win
U s o L 10
opponent., UW beat top- ranked Ne
et 102

The Badgers improved to 5-0 overall
and 1-0 in the Big Ten Conference. It
a2 iumbling weleomeo he i Ten
for the Cornhuskers (4

We didn't make m.w. s
coach Bo Pelini said. “I'm x'mhmrm\wd
1 apologize to the fansof

All the Badgers heard. after blow
ing out four non-conference foes by
an average ions
sbout th

Yeah, you get tired of it
Chris Borland said. “We can't help who
we play; we just have o perform as
Wisconsin. W a

UW treated mighty Nebraskaust lik
it did South Dakota, using a combina
tion of balance on offense and big plays
on defense

“For s, 1t comes down 10 doing the
ame thing each week, no matter who
we're playing!” guard Travis Frederick
said. “Like you saw today, it ended up
being similar to the other games we've
playe

The Had
evenly  split

hat t

480 yards was almost

Tailback Mont
rushed for 151 yands and four tous
downs as the running game totaled 231
yards., Wilson finished with 255 yands
through the air, completing 14 of 20

W quarterback RUSSELL WIL

that UW trailed in
time at he

3 game, and the first
he first half against
third game of last

umbled punt return by
Abbrederis led to Nebraska's first
touchdown. On  the Cornhuskers
drive, UW had a busted coverage
on secund-and-2) that esulted i 3

yard completion in the waning sec
\)m(\ul the first quarter,

The play prompted Hielemato gather
his players on the sidelines.

I was really frustrated because some
guys had blown some things we did all
eckin practice.” Bielemasaid, *lcalled
every position group up. | said, ‘Fellas

nly reason th points on
the board is because of us!
Yom that point forward, for what
ever teason, i was calmness. | think
they started to panic a lttle bit, and we:
had to:slow the game down for them

The B gersscored 4sralghi st

after that. Wilson had a 22-yard scram-

ble for a hlmhlluwn called back by a
halding y, then calmly hit tight
end Jacob \'uh‘nm for a 28 -yard corm-
pletion on the next play. That set up a
3-yard scoring run by Ball.

Nebraska blocked Philip Wel
oo poin tlep 0 presrve s 1413
Tead, but it we 1t

m.mpnnn. e e ker Mike
Taylor and free safety Aaron Henry o
the next two series helped break t
game open. Wilsan followed both with

ds to Abb

=

[GAMEBALL |

RUSSELL WILSON

There were plenty of Heisman

oDy VOLers amang the 532
media for Saturday night's game,
and the UW senior quarterback
put on.a show in is first
spotlight game with the Badgers

[THUMBSUP |

JARED ABBREDERIS
Instead of sulkingafter fumbling
a punt in the first quar e, the
UW sophomore wide receiver
redsemed himsell wih several
big plays inthe passing game. He
finished with ive catches for 35
yards and a touchdown.

NEBRASKA'S DEFENSE

have knawn it by the way they
were manhandled by UW.

_ THE NUMBERS
U coach bret pieema’s
record against 16910
teais; s predecessor, Bary
Abvarez, was 174,

86-13 lupme
the Badgers
have outscored their agpanents in
the second quarter
Consecuiive road losses ta
09 10 teams fo Nebraska
since 1997

UW gets 2 bye - two, i you

count Indiand, which is 14 under
first-year coach Kevin Wilson and
visits Camp Randall Stadium on

sses,

“It's definitely huge for our football
U 1 Fct o came it Wi
the fact we playeda great game” Wilson
sai ‘Hdepkn\ulﬂqu upnmlnhllh‘
some great plays for us, got the offense
the ball back. To play a great game like
that, against a great team in Nebraska,
its pretty awesome.”

When the Huskers came after him
witha strong pass rush in the first half,
wilson turned to his legs to constantly
et out of jams. He rushed for 32 yards
and another score.

Still, the game started with some
adversity, as the Badgers twice fell
behind by a touchdown in the first 16
minutes. It was the first time all season

deris and 46 yards o Nick Toon.

Martines did not throw a touchdown
pass o go along with his three picks,
and only completed 1) of 22 passes
for 176 yards. Pelini insisted his quar-
terback didn't get rattled, despite the
interceptians.

“NoIthink e made a coupleof b
decisions.”

Thi B ot Wilson, who
never wavered, even after the Badgers
fell behind.

“I can never ell if he's excited or
down to earth or what exactly's going
on i his head” Frederick said. “He just
does a good job of leading the tear and
Keepingus down to earth, yet hungry."

i

Indiana fast season.

[THEVIEW |
HOW THE TEAM SEES IT
Weicome (o the Big Ten, Huskers.
HOW THE FANS SEE IT

A rout and big boost {0 the local
xnnwrm s, Nebraska.

Those that were waiting to see
how UW woud

a quait wmlll“ﬁ
emphatic answes.

Copyright © 2026 Newspapers.com. All Rights Reserved.



