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'OPINION

with Rick Phelps

'I'd love to compare my seven years

but he won't

last that long.” Jm.iuun Barry
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Bush AIDS plan
is welcome step

President Busih's heartfelt speech on acquired
immune efiiency syndrome 155t week was st what
the doctor ordered

For the past decade or so, AIDS has been a political
ot potato. Scientific squabbling, bureaucratic stalling
and homophobic finger-pointing threatened to turn it
into a national scandal.

President Bush last week broke the radio silence
begun by Ronald Reagan — who claimed he knew
nothing about the seriousness of the AIDS epidemic
until movie star Rock Hudson died of it in 1986 — and

against people
don't blame those who are sulfering. We don't spurn the
accident victim who didn't wear a seat belt. We don't
reject the cancer vietim who didn't quit smoking, We
try to love them and care for them and comfort them.
We do not fire them or evict them or cancel their
insurance.”

Bush's speech was aimed at those who persist in

wrongly seeing AIDS a5 a kind of punishment or
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retribution. Because many AIDS
are gay o intravenous drug users, this non-reasoning
goes, this deadly disease was sent t punish them for
their sins. Such sell-righteous illogic ignores the fact the
AIDS virus is a mindless killer that can't tell a gay from
a straight, nor an innocent baby from a drug-user.

Bush's remarks came as he announced a proposal to
spend $35 billion on AIDS treatment, research and
education. That's a welcome escalation of the federal
government's war on AIDS, which has already killed
more than 65,000 Americans and infected hundreds of
thousands more.

Bush also called on Congress to pass a law
‘prohibiting discrimination against AIDS patients
those infected with the virus that can cause the disease.
Wisconsin already has such a law in place, and few
people, if any. have found it an onerous burden.

As expected, AIDS activists immediately slammed
Bush's efforts as too lttle, too late. They are wrong.
Juist a5 the AIDS virus knows no boundaries, fighting
the disease must be an international effort and it is
never too late. After the shameful foot-dragging of the
past decade, Bush’s declaration of war on AIDS and

expression of love and compassion far it victims should | V%

be accepted as giant steps in the right direction.

Hockey tradition
grows with title

At Miami or Notre Dame, ball that endures.
At Georgetown or Duke, blsl:rtblll provides year-in,

‘year-out quality. But at the University of Wisconsin, the
spart thal can always be counted on for
competitiveness, coolness under fire and class is
hockey

For the fifth time, the hockey Badgers have brought
home the National Collegiate Athletic Association
championship trophy. this time with a 7-3 victory over
Colgate University of New York

nare we used the D" word — as in dynasty? For 20
Visconsin has played hockey ai a level equal o
m collegiate team in the nation. Champianship No. 1
came in 1973 and was followed by the thrilling overtime
victory over Michigan in 1977. The third national title
came in 1981 (the 1982 team was great, but fell one
game shart) and championship No_ 4 was recorded in
1983, The past six years had not produced a national
championship, but Coach Jeff Sauer's Badgers were
always a threat and never an embarrassment.

Now comes the thrilling “Drive for Five,” which
caps a season in which the Badgers won the Western
Collegiate Hockey Association regular-season title, the
WCHA tournament and the national championship in
Joe Louis Arena in Detroit. Talk about a *hat trick.*

This has been a year of memories for Badger hockey
loyalists 1 trend that began in January
a half-dozen comeback games in which ihe Badgers
skated back from third period deficits . . . and
incomparable teamwork

"This was a hockey teari that lived by words spoken
by a football coach, the legendary Vince Lombardi, who
once remarked that it s amazing what a team can do
when no one cares who gets the credit

Let's credit them all then. Saver and his assistants
seven graduating seniors, the younger players who will
be back 1o defend the title, the managers and the fans.
But most of all, credit  tradition of excellence that
never seems to wane.
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Last words on Tuesday’s vote

The March 25 story by Cary Segall
regarding the Supreme Court's case-
load (was) . . . quite misleading. Basi-
cally, the story parroled the cam-
paign rhetoric of Appeals Court Judge
Richard Brown without providing any
further insight into the issues

Time after time, Brown has at-
tacked Justice Donald Steinmetz for
what Brown says s the low caseload
of the Supreme Court. It is the Su-
preme Court’s Chief Justice, Natr
Helteraan, who ultimaiely deler-

‘caseload of the court. Stein-
octe dccepts the schedule assigned 1o
him (and) has done more than his fair

Court of Appeals, the same
court on which Brown sits, was
created to relieve the Supreme Court

vy caseload, o that the Su-
preme Court would have more Hmv m
probe issues in depth and issue
opinions instead of a large quﬂnmy of
apinions.

Comy the Wisconsin Supreme
Court’s workload with that of ather
states is misleading {beﬂu.le) mmg nl
ihose states are larger than W
and therefore have more cases to Mn
die In . not all of the jus-

mnm every decision, and
justices in some states have larger
Satis than 0o Wieonsins sices
1988 Wisconsin's Supreme
Court accepted 11 percent of the cases
it was asked to review, the same per-
centage accepted by Ohio's Supreme
Court, while cmmm.a and \en York
each accep

ot Moy, Madison
No labels, please

‘The State Journal s March 25 {ront-
page story on the Wisconsin Supreme
Court race between Justice Donald
Steinmetz and Judge Richard Brown
did no public service when it labeled
Justice Steinmetz as the “conserva-
tive " Such politically charged terms
as “liberal” and “conservative™ are of
especially little relevance in a judicial
race of this nature, at least where the
ca emselves eschew the use

Furthermore, the labeling was not
only inappropriate — it was arguably
incorrect. For example, although you
labeled Justice Steinmetz as “conser-
h

vative,” the fact of the matter
has been endorsed by all lIVIl!! for-
mer  Wisconsin _governors.

right: Tony Earl, Marty Schrltbtr‘
Pat Lucey, and Gaylord Nelson are
i The

State Journal going 1o eall them “con-
servative," 1o0?
t the same time as your story

We welome leters of 200 or fewer words
o matters of public intrest. Letters are.
subject o editing. ot all can

inchide your address and
tekphone umber, Naes and hometowns
will he publishad. Send letiers o
Leters 1o the Editor, Wisconsin State Jourval,
PO Box 8058, Madison, Wis, S708
——

was labeling the candidates, it didn't
even discuss the candidates’ respec-
tive judicial philosophies. Why not”
When covering judicial campaigns,
please avoid using politically charged
labels. and lms on \hmgl like the
candidates’ judicial philosophies and

overall reco
litchell D. Rose, Madison

Don't deny the obvious
in school eurriculum

1 am concerned hal Madison
school district administration, the
Human Relations Department and
certain school board members are
mnumlly dvnml to the parents and
the public that there is lesson plan
‘material available for use by teachers
directly with kids that suggesis we
teach homosexuality to be moral and
natural
Such is the lesson plan attached to
the April 7, 1889 memorandum sent
to “All MMSD Employees ™ Its sug-
audience i fourth through

means. teach i) into our multi-cul-
tural eurriculum.

‘When there are efforts (o deny ex-
istence of such material it illustrates
& serious aspect of the many difficul-
ties of staying an top of what is hap-
pening in our schools

1 hope avoidence of facts and the
misleading news stories surrounding
this particular memorandum illus-
trates thai not only do we have lo
‘question but we have to dig behind the
answers we get. We need faculty, ad-
ministrators and board membe ho
are willing to seek out answers and
discuss them.

I \hml( that Earl Kielley has been &

board member willing to do_this
Judging by the discomfort and the de-
fensiveness of the people he asks
questions of 1 feel we as teachers,
parents and commmunity should look
inio ihe events and materials more
closely. We, like Kielley, should ask
questions as to purpose, value and
“facts” being taught in these materi
als. We need to look beyond the rheto-

ric of the various groups involved
with these materials 10 see what they
really want kids (o learn. | hope Tues-
day’s election will be & statement by
our community that we will support
leadership who will do the same.
— Haldon J. Leedy, 2nd grade teach-
er, Marquette Elementary

Budget ideas explained

Some in the community have ex-
p concern about my willingness
to cut unneeded expes
the Madison school disitrict budget
Let me be clear about this 1 will
search out and cut unnecessary ad-
‘ministrative positions as well as pro-
grams which are no longer needed. In
addition, 1 support increased coordi-
nation with county social services and
with other Dane County school sys-
tems to fund joint pro

A school board member also must
look for ways 1o reduce the current
burden on the school system's prop-
ety omers M;yw.;mmm include-

of Wisconsin pays

no pmpmy um 1o the Madison
school district for state or university
property. The state does pay the city
every year for general municipal ser-
Yok i e woool deiich etao
syment despite the fact hat
Farge poton of te Bt
the district is state-o

The state and the umom'yly have
the same relationship and obligations
to the school system that any other
major employer in the community
does. All other majoc employers pay
taxes o the schools It is time fo insist
that the state shoulder its responsibil-
ity and pay its fair share.

1 recommend that the school
district establish a non-profit founda
tion 1o raise funds for special pur-

The business mmmuml) is
becoming more aware of its depend
ence on the quality of our educational
system. A non-prof it foundation would
be a mechanism to encourage direct
coniributions from the private sector
to support specific p

Three. Tommy Thompsan re-
cently established & major commis-
sion 1o rethink primary and second-
ary education in Wisconsin and
“revolutionize the way we pay for it
Given the increased costs, | agree
that we must question our reliance on
the property tax. | currently support
luncing education through the pro.
gressive income tax. 5. x would
be more equitable since it would be
geared more directly to a person’s
ability to pay.

— Carol Carstensen, ot

No. 7

Look at Kremlin’s gun control

1 find an interesting similarity in
| what ‘big governments around " th
| world do.

The front page on March 22 pro-
| claimed in headlines I'urn in fire-
= Gorbachev nd the

it says the Lithuanians
!IlnuM turn in their guns “for tempo-
rary storage” or hey will be contiscal-
ed. On page JA we read about our own
federal government daing the duty “A
House panel voted Wednesday to re-
strict the sale and possession of US
made assaul rifles * “President Bush
last year banned import of the semi-
automatic rifles” The ban last year
started out as temporary, too.
1t would be wise if the PHILEIIS of
the United States otl
countries and saw :::ﬂ [nn rol
su the besty hand of Mg gov-
Byt %

And
oo n
— R. Bell, Madison

Count unborn, too

Ever since late 1989, when 1 saw
the first reports on the 140 census. it

bugged me that an oversight might

oceur
President Bush has declared  high
degree of anti-abortion opinion. Many
others have also insisted t!
kills unborn humans, thus it is illegal
1f the unborn (fetus) is @ human,
then why is not our government show-
ing responsibility 1o count fetuses in

g7 Many “man-hours’
dollars have and will continue to be
spent on counting homeless and other

ts in the census
Counters could also direct their e
forts toward pregnancies. It would re-
quire a bit of teamwork (o execute,
but anti-abortion states might pick »
this possible “oversight” and run with
it. Madison Mayor Paul Soglin could
conceivably see this additional oppor-
tunity to raise the census count here
for tax purposes.

— E. . Fisher, Madison

‘Natural' contraception

On March 22 a letter 1 wrote to
The State Journal was p\mmm In

it, T asked the editors if they were de-
fending abortion as a “ghastly, but ef.
fective form of birth control

went on to challenge all people to
assume responsibility 10 teach people
10 plan their families responsibly
first by the natural fertility methods,
then 1 included contraception and
ehemicals.

1 stand by the first method, but |
reject the second as 2 moral alterna-
tive. I regret my statement in error.
st nere s w06, oy Rave
been misguided tha 1 strony
both artificial birth control, as
abortion

— Peggy Mallee, Madison

Equal right to kill

I just read the story about wumen
officers wanting to go into com}
That may be equalty. bat i it good’ | |
think not. | woul
womms vt iead Sk 1
bringing about peare. as women
throughout history have done and are
still doing. Falling into the same trap
of killing one another is not liberation

— Kathleen Rw. Madisen

oppase
vell as

nditures out of |

County races
test confidence
in Phelps era

In one very real sense. the comservative
candidates running for 20 contested seats on
the Dane County Hoard already have won theic
bid to beat back the m noered man they
regard 2s the anti Chrst, the Avatallah and
Michael Dukakis all rolled into one, County
Executive Richard Phelps.
n a late bid to make
e less difficult for lib
| eral candidates identi
fied with this year's
| 20 5-percent tax-levy in-
erease, Phelps promised
io recommend freezing
the county's tax rate for
1991 and called for a
‘moratorium o new
county hiring
uming  slightly
above-average growth in the tax base (new
construction and revaluation), that means
| Phelps has left himsell no more than a 6- or
7-percent increase in property-tax collections
Unless he finds a pot of gold at the end of a
federal or state rainbow, or dramatically
boos ng — something the conserva-
tives won't abide outside of new jail space
Phelps doesn't have mm choice but 10 hold
the line on new spendin
50,1 everybody Wby ot b3 80w o8
city mile
The conservative and moderate candidates
on Tuesday’s ballot smell blood. They believe
they have Phelps and Co on the ropes, and
st e s e U 1 control
the mber county
1 s clction s crucal.” said Sup
Lyman Anderson, 3ist District, Oregon, &
leader of the not-so-loyal opposition. “Over a
period of several decades, county government
| has emerged as the most effective, best-man
aged and most cost-efficient unit of govern
ment. We have taken over city services . . and
improved them each time. Now (county govern-
‘ment) is threatening to spin out of control”
Anderson says Phelps and the board ma
rity lost  grip on the budget last year, when
in addition to raising the tax levy, they ap-
proved §5 million in new borrowing for items
ranging from water softener and bird house re-
pairs ta sealing and caulking windows
“The anly time in recent years that we had

THOMAS W.
STILL

expanding the jail, the airport, the Huber Cen-
ter — all major capital expenditures — and
‘when we went to countywide (welfare) relief,’

he said. “Certain departments of county gov-
ernment are now underfunded. We have al-
ready had 1o go 1o (general fund reserves)
early in the year. Things also were left out of
the original budget, believe it or not, and
money was transferred from the Solid Waste
Fund, leaving us with a (cash) shortage.

“I don't believe thai Phelps can keep the
budget under control, and that's before we
even hegln mnsmer:um of the 1991 budget,”
Andersar

Phelps T2k fumd bick ' Gleser ol i g
agement of the 1989 and 1990 budgets, point-
ing out that when averaged over two years, the
tax-levy increase has been 127 percent and
the tax-rate increase 5.5 percent He invites
«comparison with former County Executive
Jonathan Barry, whose budgets showed an
average annual tax-levy increase of 13.9 per-
cent and & tax-rate increase of 8.3 percent

“This county will never see under my ad
| ministration the kind of steady property-tax
| increases they saw under the Barry adminis-
tration,” Phelps said

He also notes that when Barry took office in
1981, the county's debt was §3 4 million. It rose
10 825.3 million by Barry’s last budget of 1988.

True enough, but what Phelps doesn't men-
tion is county government in the Barry era as-
sumed a heavy load of new duties

“I'd love to compare my seven years with
Rick Phelps’ seven years, but that wouldn't be
fair because he wonm't last that long," said
Barry. now in private business. “The fact is we
got something for our money in borrowing and
in the levy, including (an expanded) jail, a pew
| airport. a new Huber Center. a new men's shel-
ter, takeover of the city zoo, general relief,
911, 3 new roaf on the Expo Center and an ex-
panded Forum — all this during a period of no
increase in state dollars to speak of, declining
federal dollars and very flat equalized value
increases with decreases in some years

Phelps is vulnerable on
the tax and spendi
as are many of the lock
step liberal candidates on
the ballot. But if the conser-
| vative group fails 1o win
he day, it is because some
of their candidates have
been playing the high-tax
tune to the exclusion of all g "
other melodies

Phelps.
County government continues o change.
and this hotly contested election should erase

all doubt that it has come of age A decade
ago, 1t was hard to drum up interest in county
board races; this year, candidates are raising
and spending thousands of dollars for the right
10 5it on a board that pays $55 per meeting
me races, the bold-the-line-on-taxes

candidates also express interest in the environ
ment. in recycling. in land-use, in jail crowd
ing. and in more efficient delivery of human
services But in other races. that depth and
foresight isnt apparen

Some of the more conservative candidates
are willing 1o move beyond the urban-rural
foolishness that has dominated Dane County
politics for far too long. others are mot

This is a referendum on Rick Phelps, but
it's also a referendum on moving county gov-
ernment 10 a new level of efficiency and effec-
tiveness. High taxes are important. but 0 is
the future of Dane County

Still
Journal

Associate Editor of The State
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