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SUPREME COURT OF NEW YORK

COUNTY OF TOMPKINS
X
JOEL WOOD and KATY WOOD, : INDEX NO.:
Plaintiffs, - SUMMONS
_v__
KPH HEALTHCARE SERVICES, INC.
a/k/a KINNEY DRUGS,
Defendant.

TO: KPH Healthcare Services, Inc.
29 East Main Street,
Gouverneur, NY 13642
YOU ARE HEREBY SUMMONED to answer the Verified Complaint in this action
and to serve a copy of your verified answer, or, if the Verified Complaint is not served with this
Summons, to serve a notice of appearance, on the plaintiff’s attorneys within twenty (20) days
after the service of this Summons, exclusive of the day of service (or within 30 days after service
1s complete if this Summons is not personally delivered to you within the State of New York).
YOU ARE HEREBY NOTIFIED that should you fail to answer, a judgement will be
taken against you by default for the relief demanded in the Verified Complaint.

Dated: October 7, 2021

LAW OFFICES OF SHELDON KARASIK,

P.C.
Attorneys for Plaintiffs
By: /s/ Sheldon Karasik
Sheldon Karasik, Esq.
1127 Fordham Lane

Woodmere, New York 11598
Direct Dial: (917) 587-8153
Email: sgklawfirm@gmail.com
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SUPREME COURT OF NEW YORK

COUNTY OF TOMPKINS
X
JOEL WOOD and KATIE WOOD, : INDEX NO.:
Plaintiffs, b VERIFIED COMPLAINT
_V._
KPH HEALTHCARE SERVICES, INC.
a’k/a KINNEY DRUGS,
Defendant.
X

Plaintiffs JOEL WOOD and KATIE WOOD, by their attorneys, THE LAW OFFICES OF
SHELDON KARASIK, P.C., as and for their Verified Complaint against Defendant KPH
HEALTHCARE SERVICES, INC. a/k/a KINNEY DRUGS state as follows:

THE PARTIES

L. Plaintiff JOEL WOOD (“Mr. Wood”) is an individual residing in Tioga County,
New York.

2 Plaintiff KATTE WOOD (“Ms. Wood”) is an individual residing in Tioga County,

New York.

3 Defendant KPH HEALTHCARE SERVICES, INC.(“Kinney™) is a corporation
organized pursuant to the laws of the State of New York and maintaining its corporate offices at
29 East Main Street, Gouverneur, New York, 13642, and duly registered to do business, and
doing business actively as the retail pharmacy chain “Kinney Drugs,” in the State of New York,

County of Tompkins, among other places.
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JURISDICTION AND VENUE

4, This Court has personal jurisdiction over Defendant because it is located in New
York, residing in New York, licensed to do business in New York and/or are actively transacting
business in New York.

o Venue is proper because Defendant operates the pharmacy location at issue in this
action in Tompkins County, State of New York, and the cause of action arose there.

BACKGROUND

6. Mr. Wood was licensed by the State of New York on or about July 24™, 2013 as a
pharmacist.

7. Ms. Wood was licensed by the State of New York on or about July 24™ 2013 as a
pharmacist.

8. Mr. Wood became employed by Kinney as a pharmacist working at its Kinney
Drugs Store #100 located at 2255 North Triphammer Road, Ithaca, NY 14850, in January 2014,

9. Ms. Wood became employed by Kinney as a pharmacist working at its Kinney
Drugs Store #73 located at 130 Main St., Moravia, NY 13118, on or about July 24® 2013.

10. Both Mr. and Ms. Wood performed their duties in exemplary fashion throughout
their employment and were not subject to any disciplinary measures for poor performance,
dereliction of duty, or anything else prior to being terminated on May 19, 2021 (Mr. Wood) and
on June 8, 2021 (Ms. Wood).

11. For approximately five months prior to their termination, Plaintiffs were required
to administer the COVID-19 vaccine as part of their Jjob duties. During that time, based on

research and study, Plaintiffs began developing concerns over the safety of the vaccine generally
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and, in particular, the appropriateness of giving it to younger persons. Specifically, these
concerns included but were not limited to: vaccine shedding; the lack of the required informed
consent on the recipient’s part since the package insert was blank and no long term data as to its
safety existed; the lack of FDA approval for any COVID-19 vaccine (and the failure to disclose
that fact to recipients); the lack of data showing its effectiveness in stopping transmission of the
virus; and the risk of adverse reactions to the vaccine.

12. Plaintiffs’ growing concerns over administering the vaccine also derived from
their familiarity with the November 18, 2005, New York State Department of Education, Office
of the Professions Guidelines (the “November Guidelines”) applicable to pharmacists, which
state in pertinent part that: “Pharmacists have a professional responsibility to ensure that their
patients obtain properly ordered and therapeutically appropriate medications in a timely manner
and with appropriate counseling from a pharmacist.”

13.  In light of what Plaintiffé came to learn, they reasonably believed that continuing
to vaccinate people under the above circumstances constituted the improper quality of patient
care.

14. Therefore, on May 5, 2021, Mr. Wood called Defendant’s ethics line to express
his concerns anonymously over having to administer the vaccine. He did not leave a name for
fear of retaliation or termination. It was his hope and expectation that Defendant would start to
investigate the concern he expressed and at least issue a statement somewhat revising its position
on the vaccine. However, nothing was apparently done by Defendant in response to Plaintiff’s

call to the ethics line.
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