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COVER STORY

ALAN SCULLEY AND RYAN LOUGHLIN

B
oardwalk Hall in Atlantic 
City prepares to welcome a 
double dose of power rock 
this weekend, as The Free-
dom Tour 2023 featuring 

legendary arena-rockers Journey 
with special guests Toto rolls into 
town 7:30 p.m. Friday, March 17.

Both bands are well known for 
boasting a stable of sing-along hits, 
with Toto’s classics “Africa,”

“Rosanna” and “Hold the Line” 
being their best known earworms, 
while Journey’s list of fist-in-the-

air chart toppers is all but endless, 
and includes unforgettable 1980s 
high school dance classics like 
“Open Arms” and “Faithfully” as 
well as rockers like “Any Way You 
Want It” and the inescapable “Don’t 
Stop Believin’” which seems as 
popular now as it was when it was 
originally released more than 40 
years ago.

A double bill like this seemed 
even less likely recently, as Jour-
ney members have had some highly 
publicized infighting going on re-
cently and Toto had officially called 

it quits back in 2019. But, the tour 
rolls on regardless, proving you can 
never say never in the world of rock 
‘n’ roll.

Toto holds the line 
Toto has been a resilient bunch 

over what is now a 45-year career. 
They’ve soldiered on through a pair 
of deaths, health challenges, a host 
of lineup changes (including three 
lead singers) and a pair of breakups.

So it shouldn’t be a surprise that 
after announcing a breakup in 2019, 
Toto, with a revamped lineup, an-
nounced a reunion a year later and 
returned to touring last year fol-
lowing a COVID-created delay of 
concerts.

By all accounts, life in Toto is 
good again, but that wasn’t the case 
in 2019 when a tour ended with the 
announcement of the split.

In the time leading up to that 

point, there were questions about 
the future involvement of founding 
member, keyboardist David Paich 
(who was dealing with health is-
sues), and long-time keyboardist 
Steve Porcaro. Then there was a 
lawsuit filed by Susan Porcaro-
Goings, the widow of drummer 
and founding member Jeff Por-
caro, seeking to recover royalties 
and other income she believed had 
not been paid to Porcaro’s estate. 
The suit created considerable ten-
sion between founding guitarist 
Steve Lukather and Paich and the 
Porcaro family.

The two sides feuded both pub-
licly and in private in the months 
leading up to the announcement 

Holding the line ... and still believin’
Despite lineup changes and past breakups, Toto 

and Journey team up for tour that heads to A.C.
The Freedom Tour 

2023 with Journey 

and Toto

WHERE: Jim Whelan Boardwalk 

Hall, Atlantic City

WHEN: 7:30 p.m. Friday, March 17

HOW MUCH: $49-$199

MORE INFO: BoardwalkHall.com


