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By Conor Morris
Athens NEWS Associate Editor

T
he Athens County Commissioners last 
week sent a letter to the Athens County 
Fair Board asking the board to “imme-

diately” cease fair vendors’ sale of Confederate 
flag merchandise and ban future sales of those 
products, prompting a contentious debate 
among many in Athens County.

With the Athens County Fair now over 
with – it ended on Saturday last weekend – it’s 
not clear where this debate goes next. Fair 
Board President David Christman didn’t im-
mediately respond to a phone call Wednesday 
morning.

The Fair Board did note in a general state-
ment issued via email that this debate was hap-
pening in the middle of fair week, so “this is a 
topic we may decide to address at a later date.”

“At this point in time, there are no federal 
or state laws prohibiting the sale of Civil War 
memorabilia,” the Fair Board said in the state-
ment. “We do respect your opinion, and we 
thank you for expressing it.”

The county Commissioners in their letter 
noted that the Ohio State Fair Board and the 
Warren County Fair both have banned the 
sale of Confederate flag-related “symbols and 
merchandise.” They confirmed that they have 
received complaints from members of the pub-
lic about the sale of the products at the fair.

Athens Mayor Steve Patterson attended the 
Commissioners’ meeting Wednesday last week 
and said he also has received complaints from 
Athens and Athens County residents. Pat-
terson noted that the County Fair is supposed 
to be a family-friendly event, and recalled the 
Confederate flags that flew during the white 
nationalist and white supremacist march in 
Charlottesville, Virginia, two years ago when 
an anti-fascist protester was killed.

“In the city of Athens, we strive so hard 
to always be an inclusive and accepting and 
embracing city when it comes to all cultures 
and international cultures,” Patterson told The 

NEWS Friday morning. “To me it’s troubling 
to think of those who might be visiting our 
County Fair and then to see something like 
that and the misperceptions that can occur 
when they see vending of something like the 
Confederate flag.”

Athens resident Kerri Shaw – who said 
she has attended the fair for the past 15 years 
and has a son in 4-H – provided a copy of a 
letter she sent to the Fair Board expressing her 
concern about the sale of the items.

“Why does the Fair Board tolerate and 
promote a symbol that goes against 4-H val-
ues?” Shaw asked in the letter. “A symbol that 
is no longer carried by many large companies 
including Amazon and Walmart, after it was 
used in the death of a woman in Charlottes-
ville? A symbol that makes certain groups BE 
AFRAID FOR THEIR SAFETY? Fundamen-
tally, the Fair is a place for everyone to enjoy 

themselves, especially children.”
At the Athens County Fair Thursday at 

least two vendors were selling products with 
Confederate flag-branded merchandise.

One of the vendors declined to give his 
name but did consent to an interview with this 
reporter. He was selling Confederate flag-
labeled T-shirts and other items at his stand 
Friday.

“If folks are offended, they can just look 
the other direction,” he said. “They don’t need 
to come buy anything; it’s their right. It’s my 
right to be able to sell it… If the Fair Board 
says, ‘hey, we don’t want you selling this stuff 
anymore, I’ll listen to them.’”

The vendor declined to comment on 
whether he thinks the flag is racist or other-
wise problematic. He added that plans to set 
up vending at the Parade of the Hills event 
coming up next week in Nelsonville.

The other vendor, a black man who 
was selling a small number of Confederate 
flag-embossed belt buckles among other 
goods, declined to speak with this reporter 
on the record.

THIS STORY prompted a contentious 
debate on The Athens NEWS’ Facebook 
and website (www.athensnews.com) when 
it was posted online Friday last week. 
Below is a small sample of some of the 
comments we received.

history, that helped establish us for who we 
are, I mean why no destroy every historical 
document, its story, I mean, sure why not. 
The flag was a symbol of a period in time 
that is in the past aka history. It made us 
who we are today.”

-
tually it was a symbol of leaving the US and 
Ohio was on the other side, so it’s actually 
a losing enemy of the US, but ok.”

came to providing troops to put down the 
southern rebellion. Ohioans flying this flag 
should be tied to a tree and all of us be allowed 
to throw history books at their head.”

-
ing of the flag. Has nothing to do with racism. 
People these days amaze me.”

-
rabilia, just as a Nazi flag is not World War 
II memorabilia. The Civil War argument is a 
red herring, at best. At worst, it’s an expres-
sion of complete ignorance on the part of the 
fair board as well as everyone here defending 
the sale of the Stars and Bars as an historical 
symbol. Put yourself in the shoes of a family 
of color walking past that merchandise, and 
maybe you can start to understand that the 
flag is far more than a relic of history.”

-
mission price !!!

-
ple… Are we really offended by a damn flag?”

Confederate flag merch at Athens fair spurs debate

Third man convicted for 2018 West Side slaying in Athens
By Conor Morris
Athens NEWS Associate Editor

A 
Glouster man last week received a sentence of 19 years 
in prison on a first-degree felony count of involuntary 
manslaughter for the shooting death of an Athens man 

at a West Washington Street apartment last November.
Athens County Common Pleas Judge Patrick Lang also sen-

tenced Michael Allen Russell, 19,  for a second-degree felony 

count of robbery, a third-degree felony count of having weap-
ons while under disability, and a fourth-degree felony count of 
receiving stolen property (the involuntary manslaughter charge 
carried a “firearm specification”).

Athens County Prosecutor Keller Blackburn said Monday 
that under Ohio’s sentencing laws, three years of that sentence 
are mandatory. However, also according to those laws, the ear-
liest Russell could possibly be eligible for judicial release is in 
12 ½ years. Blackburn said his office has agreed not to oppose 

Russell is the third person so far to be convicted of felony 
manslaughter and other charges relating to the killing of 
Athens resident Charles Duncan Sr., 55, at a West Washing-
ton Street apartment in Athens late last November. So far, 

in the death of Duncan (both in December 2018).
Continued on page 6

An example of some of the Confederate flag-emblazoned items on sale by a vendor at the Athens County Fair  
last week. Photo by Conor Morris.


