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Rep. Jay Edwards
Rep. Edwards voted to remove 
and replace Householder as 
speaker.
See page 3

Beacon School
Beacon School recently an-
nounced its reopening plans.
See page 11

COVID-19 testing site
Athens High School will be the 
location of a pop-up testing site.
See page 12
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University opts for online start

College Green was empty this spring, and will be mostly empty for the beginning of this fall. Photo by Sarah Donaldson. Continued on next page

Digital events and free meals 
are slated for this week.
See page 7

 What’s
happening

By Sarah Donaldson and Ben 
Peters 
Athens NEWS team

O
hio University reversed 
course Friday on its previous 
plans to proceed with fall 

semester in-person. Instead, most 
students will now begin their classes 
online for at least the first month of 
fall semester as confirmed COV-
ID-19 cases continue to mount both 
nationwide and across the state.

While the semester is still set 
to begin at the end of next month, 
most students enrolled at the Athens 
campus will start their fall classes 
remotely on Aug. 24 and continue 
remotely at least through Sept. 27, 
according to a statement from the 
university.

OU President Duane Nellis in a 
letter acknowledged that the univer-
sity formulated much of its reopen-
ing plan during May and June when 
COVID-19 cases were largely down 
in both Ohio and across the county, 
but that the current realities of the 
pandemic have led them to amend 
their approach to operating an 
institution that would have rapidly 
re-introduced thousands of students 
into the community.

Through a phased return to 
campus, OU plans to eventually al-
low more students to participate in 
some face-to-face classes, depend-
ing on public health recommenda-
tions and the state of the pandemic 
at large.

During phase 1 — Aug. 24 
through Sept. 27 — some exemp-
tions will be made for “a limited 
number of graduate and undergrad-
uate students in a carefully selected 
set of academic programs” to return 
to campus.

The university plans to notify 
students in those programs, which 
require in-person experiences for 
accreditation or access to on-campus 
equipment and facilities, by Aug. 7, 


