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NELLIS ON THE OUTS
Kalyango’s lawsuit
A racial discrimination lawsuit
against OU has been dropped.
See page 2

Virjee enters race
Bartender Iris Virjee filed to run
for a seat on Athens City Council.
See page 3

Bishop lawsuit continues
An Athens County judge overruled a motion to dismiss a lawsuit filed by a Glouster woman.
See page 10

Cutler Hall. Art by Ben Peters. Inset photo: OU President Duane Nellis. Photo by Conor Morris.

By Ben Peters
Athens NEWS Associate Editor

O

hio University President
Duane Nellis announced
Thursday that he’s stepping
down from his post on June 30, two
years before his term was scheduled
to end.
Nellis, who took office in 2017, is
expected to remain a tenured professor in the Geography Department

while the university initiates a national
search for the next president, according to a university news release. It’s not
clear who’s in line to lead the institution in the interim, but an announcement is expected in the coming days.
Sources familiar with the
circumstances have suggested that
former College of Business Dean
Hugh Sherman, Heritage College
of Osteopathic Medicine Dean Ken
Johnson and former Board of Trust-

ees chair Dave Scholl — whose term
on the Board is nearing completion
— are all in consideration for the
role.
As president, Nellis oversaw the
sharpest decline in student enrollment in decades while the university laid off hundreds of employees
amid a financial crisis, amounting
to what’s been seen as a tumultuous
past few years for the institution. He
and Vice President for Finance and

Administration Deborah Shaffer
also received votes of no confidence
in 2020 from Faculty Senate.
“It has been an honor and a
privilege to serve Ohio University as
President these past four years,” Nellis said in a statement. “Ruthie and
I have truly enjoyed being a part of
this University and this community,
and I am proud of the many accomContinued on next page

What’s
happening
Check out this week’s events.
See pages 8-9

