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A
thens County recorded another death 
from coronavirus on Tuesday, bringing 
the county’s overall COVID death toll to 

61. According to the Ohio Department of Health, 
the deceased was in their 40s, the first recorded 
death in Athens County for that age group.

Coronavirus cases continue to rise precipi-
tously in Athens County; 265 new cases were 
reported Sept. 3 through Sept. 7. 

The U.S. Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention rate Athens County’s 

Among current cases, 109 people who tested 
positive were children under 19; 73 were in their 
20s; 23 in their 30s; 20 in their 40s; 17 in their 
50s; 13 in their 60s; 6 in their 70s; and 4 aged 80 
and older, according to ODH data.

According to data published Tuesday, Athens 
County has 820 active cases and 5,348 recovered 
cases. Since the beginning of the pandemic, 
Athens County has reported 6,229 total cases of 
COVID-19, with 232 people hospitalized.

As of Tuesday, 45.46% of Athens County 
residents had begun the vaccination process 
and 42.36% have completed either one dose of 
the Johnson & Johnson vaccine or two doses of 
another type.

Ohio University
Ohio reported 4,876 cases on Tuesday, re-

maining within a 21-day average of 4,629 daily 
reported cases. The situation is equally rough at 
Ohio University. The university’s protocol directs 
students with COVID symptoms or receive a 
positive result from a COVID test to call COVID 
Operations. Last week, calls increased by 90% 
and the system received more report forms than 
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H
undreds of Ohio University graduates 
hit the bricks one final time on Sunday 
as they returned to Athens for a 2020 

graduation do-over.
Students — some of whom have not been 

back to Athens since moving out in 2020 —filled 
rows of seats set up in a semicircle around the 
portico of Templeton-Blackburn Memorial Audi-
torium for their commencement ceremony.

The 2020 spring commencement was 
canceled in March 2020 as the coronavirus 
pandemic was taking hold in the United States. 
The university announced plans for the Sept. 5 
ceremony in April 2021. 

The ceremony was held on the College Green 
for the first time since the Convocation Center 
was built in the late 1960s.

Some of the former students said they were 

thrilled to be back for a real graduation after the 
end of their senior year was whisked away by the 
coronavirus pandemic.

Athalia Davis, 22, who was receiving her asso-
ciate’s degree in computer science and her bach-
elor’s degree in business, said she was excited to 
be back in town after a year and a half.

“I’m really glad we got to come together even-
tually — especially with this year being kind of 
tough and last year as well,” Davis said.

Ohio University President Hugh Sherman 
welcomed the former students back to campus.

“It was heartbreaking to see our campuses 
close, our classrooms empty and our brick path-
ways to quiet,” Sherman said during his address. 
“After you graduated, you continued on your own 
personal journeys over this past year. I want to 
salute you for overcoming so many challenges and 
for doing your best through this difficult time.”

The commencement speaker was Keith 

OU’s Class of 2020 returns for 
ceremony on College Green

OU’s class of 2020 gathered on College Green on Sunday to graduate — in person.
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